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Present: R. Dodds, Joe Liener

Schooner | DA MAE was owned by his father, and built in 1898.

Schooner AUSTRALI A was captai ned by his brother Harold. She
was a prize vessel fromthe War of 1812, her exact age unknown.
Now at Mystic Seaport.

JL: Her registrry nunber is 25.

When did your father own the | DA MAE? He has been dead sixty
years. Sold the | DA MAE before his death. He was on the
CARADCRA at the time of his death, Father was 61 when he died
of appendicitis.

JL: When this picture of the AUSTRALI A was taken, do you know
whet her the Duponts owned her? No, the picture was taken 1933
before the Duponts owned her. At the tine it was owned by
Frank Dudl ey. Dupont s bought her fromthem they were

going to nake a yacht out of her.

JL: Do you know where the picture was taken? It was taken
near Queenstown - had an excursion on board. Oten took people
to St. Mchaels to watch the races.

When his brother had her he once pulled both masts out of her

M. Walters was 14 years old when he started working for his
father on the | DA MAE. He al so sailed on the AUSTRALI A

Canme ashore fromthe | DA MAE when he was 24 years old to get
marri ed. After he got married he had a powerboat call ed

ELI ZABETH, haul ing freight. He operated her for 2 seasons
haul i ng grain and tomatoes fromthe We River

When on the I DA MAE he went to many pl aces as the boat took
freight all over.

M. Walters sold the ELI ZABETH to go crabbing and oystering.

The longest trip he ever made was 31 days getting up the
Rappahanock River with a cargo of coal on the | DA MAE;, head w nds
all the way. Com ng back it took only three days.

The | DA MAE Cost $20, 000 when new in 1898.

M. Walters started on her as a cook, later noving up to nate.
He started in 1917 when he was 14 years ol d.

How rmuch did you get paid then? My father said you are not
going to work for nothing. I will give you $6 a nonth plus
board, but you will have to clothe yourself out of it. It
didn't sound like much but back then you could buy a suit of
clothes for $5-- nothing fancy - but a suit.

D d your father give you any special priviliges? No, you could
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not tell himyou can't do it. You would just get a kick in the
pants. He worked ne |i ke everyone el se.

The | DA. MAE once | eft Key H ghway and anchored in the cove out
here in 5 hours. She was a fast boat. Once we passed the
st eanboat LOUl SE

She woul d be haul ed out every year at Redman Vanes in Baltinore.

Wien he was a boy sailing the Bay you would often see sailing

craft as far as the eye could see. There were thousands of
t hem t hen.

The | DA MAE haul ed wheat, corn, phosphate, railroad ties, rubber,
canned goods (often fromthe Coan River) and cenent to

Bay where Maxwel |l was building that Catholic School. W haul ed
j ust about anyt hi ng.

Wth wheat and corn we would load it ourselves. She was a 120
ton boat and carred 4, 000 bushel s of wheat.

I n bad weat her we woul d run on dead reckoning.

Hi s brother |ost both masts in the AUSTRALI A when t he bobstay
br oke. The masts fell back over the stern but |uckily nobody
was i njured.

The work was hard but he liked it. There were no wi nches on
t he boats. The sails had to be haul ed up by hand. Anchors
wei ghed a thousand pounds; had to be heaved up on the w ndl ass.

How nmany crew were on the | DA MAE? Two besi des the captai n.
M. Walters started cooking on the boat; they later hired
anot her boy to replace him

Did they |ike your cooking? They ate it. | could cook sone
good bread. Sonebody had to do it.

M. Walters built two boats for hinself. The |l ast one he still
uses and was built in the backyard. It is 47 years old and is
still a good boat.

JL: Do you renenber the nanmes of the places on the We River?
The points and so forth.

G apevi ne Cove

Whet st one Poi nt

Sandy Neck Poi nt

Bennett Poi nt

M Il Bar

and | ots of points not even nentioned, just marked by buoys

JL: Did you know M. George Jackson? Sure, a boatbuilder. |
knew all the old boatbuilders - O Neill Jones, Bronza Parks,
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wal ter Jones. | knew all those old captains down there ' George
Jefferson, Joe Faul kner, Stu Faul kner.

JL: Do you renenber the MARY F? M. Walter Jones built her

for Capt. Bridges. Do you renenber the MARY F com ng over and
buyi ng oysters on the We River? A man by the nane of Haddaway
was on it. Oh sure, that was Bill Haddaway.

JL:  She was sonething |like the nodel of your boat. She is still
af | oat somewhere.

M. Walters knew Capt. Ellis Haddaway. He ran shells out of
Capt. Elly's oyster house.

JL: Were there any renmains of the old ferry that ran across the
We? Yeah, she's sunk down there at Back Wods (?) Hollow Her
bones are down there.

JL: She had a sail on one side of her.

She had a big hawser that was used to pull her across. The ferry
was at Drum Point. Wen Sher man bought the place

that was the end of the ferry. He closed the road.

I remenber one tine we were coning up the river. They had just
put a new hawser across the river and it was floating on the
wat er . We hit the hawser |ike a rubber band. Cane to a halt.

I joined the | DA MAE when | was 14. Father took ne out of schoo
when | was in the 7th grade and said | need you to work for ne.

JL:  \Where was the school you attended? At Perry Corner, it is
torn down now. It only went to the 7th grade. You had to wal k
to school then

My father said if | ever catch you snoking a cigarette | wll
ramit down your throat. He said | could snoke a pi pe but
not a cigarette. He | ater changed his m nd about cigarettes.

M. Walters asked whether we knew Capt. WII|l Rowe (?); Capt.
Bi |l Faul kner? Faul kner had two bugeyes built called the
JOSEPH FAULKNER and EMVA FAULKNER. The EMVA foundered of f

Bl ack Wl nut Poi nt . The captain got ashore in the yaw boat
but | ater died of exposure.

The EMVA FAULKNER was a bi g boat, beautiful and fast.

JL: Do you renenber the AGNES, a single-nmasted round-stern
bugeye that upset off Choptank Light and drowned the crew?

No, | knew a schooner that upset around there. Her hanme was
GENERAL HARDCASTLE.  She was bought afterwards and her nane
changed to LOUISE. A beautiful schooner. The boat tripped over
her anchor chain and capsi zed.

Rans were no use to ne. We could sail circles around the rans.
One tinme we nade it here from Key Highway in 5 hours, Had a
reef in the mainsail; it was blowi ng a gale of w nd.
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M. Walters knew Capt. Johnny Crouch up at Rock Hall

JL:  He had a big buy boat call ed GEORGE CROUCH;, used to run
to Centreville to the fertilizer plant.

| also used to run fertilizer to Centreville.

The AUSTRALI A had her masts knocked out of her off Bodkin Creek.
It didn't hurt anyone, everyone ran inside the cabin. They

had to get towed into Baltinore. The owner Frank Dudl ey had
herhre-rigged. He was weal thy, a couple of masts nmeant not hing
to him

Used to run up the Coan River to a place called Bundick. Picked
up railroad ties. Used to have two fell ows cone down to the
wharf and play fiddl es.

Used to run tonatoes in the Fall; to George Caulk in St. M chaels.
Once comng in |l was hit by a squall. The fence fell down on

one side and the baskets fell overboard. She rolled the other
way and the other fence broke. If they hadn't broke woul d have
been capsi zed. Lost 60 baskets. Caul k sent sone col ored boys

to the shore to pick up the tomatoes; got nost of them

Used to run tomatoes fromthe We River. Everyone grew tomatoes
in those days. F could carry a thousand bushel s.

Ney Dodson used to own the |Iand down there (St. M chaels). Used
to let the boys tie up for nothing - didn't pay any wharfage.
Had a whole string of boats al ong there.

Do you renenber Chad Jones? JL: Yeah, he had a little narrow
shop right there on the street. Place is all gone now (MII St.)

JL. Do you renenber the grist mll on MII Creek that runs
into Skipton Creek? No, but we used to go up Skipton Creek
in the | DA MAE to | oad grain.

JL: When you went up there did you push with the yawl boat or
have it pulling under the bowsprit? W put the boat under the
stern. Had a 7/ hp Manus, a powerful engine. It could push

the schooner to Baltinmore in 10 hours.

Grain used to be hauled to the wharf in wagons. Wuld then use
a local scowto go out to the wharf and bring it back to the
boat .

JL:  What kind of stove did you have on the schooner for cooking?
A Shi pmate, had several stoves onboard including one in the fore-
peak. Didn't cook in the cabin, cooked in the forepeak. The
cabin was |i ke a palace, off-limts.

M. Walters knew the LITTLE JENNI E and t he Pope boys from oxford.
They al so had a powerboat, used to run fishing parties on the
DEAN, a nice boat. Last saw her in Rock Hall.
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During the Depression he had a $100 in the bank and coul dn't
get it out; funds were frozen. He sold the noney to a guy
fromBaltinore for $80 cash. It was tough in the Depression

Once he had to sell his boat because-he was-sick and needed
the noney to support his famly.

M. Walters knew nmany of the pungies:

AVANDA LEW S
KESSI E PRI CE
VWAVE
PLAN

The last two were owned by Capt. Johnnie Crouch. He nmade sone
noney on the PLAN. Would sell coal in snall |ots on the wharf.

He could once tell the nane of a boat by her appearance from
m | es away Knew t he schooners, LOU SE, MATTI E DEAN and t he
BETTY CONVAY, SARAH CONWAY and FLORA KiI RWAN

McGee once made a set of sails for the | DA MAE.

M. Walters will be 84 but still goes crabbing. Hi s father
woul d never let himgo swinming on Dog Days - would get Ti dewater
Fever.

Used to eel pot using clanms, but haven't eeled for a long tine.

Once used to set his pickle barrel on a nice organ stool
Daughter rescued it about 25 years ago fromthe boat.

JL:  Did you know Uncle Ni ck Haddaway'...from Til ghman Creek? No,
I knew Al ec Haddaway t hough

Al ec used to handscrape which was illegal. That is where he
made his noney? never did catch him

JL:  He used to have a little shucking. house in Tilghman Creek
Wien he got | ow on oysters he would cone out of the shucking
house and you could hear himclear over in the We R ver

M. Walters comrented that Til ghman Point | ooks the sane now
as it was when he was a boy, on the MIles River side.

H s grandfather was a doctor; was a surgeon in the CGvil War.

Later he had to anputate the armof one of his patients, a
wat er man. The wat ernman continued to tong oysters after that.
Had a ruuber boot that he put on his armto keep fromgetting
wet. Wbhuld put one shaft under the anputated arm and hau
wth the good arm He could do it as he was a big man, and
strong.

Shafts used to be made of Georgia pine. Used to work 26's in
his tine. Used right handed tongs.

Near by there used to be a blacksmth by the name of Wi ghtson
He used to nake a pair of shafts for $7 and a pair of heads for
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$6. Made the heads with a hamrer. He closed about 40 years
ago;; died of diabetes.

VWhile on the | DA MAE t he schooner was frozen in several times.
There was no sheat hi ng.

H s father nmade a pretty good living fromthe schooner. It took
care of six children

M. Walters knew Capt. Heath on the ram JENNIE BELL. He |ived
on board with his wife and a bunch of dogs at Salisbury.

The schooner could sail rings around the rams; in a headw nd
t hey woul dn't go anywhere.

M. Walters knew Lee Ford, lived in Sherwood and owned the round-
st erned bugeye GRACI E. He t hen bought the EDNA WARFI ELD

Was never on an outside boat. During World War I, he worked

at the Tzunpy Yard in Annapolis on PT boats that were nodel ed
after the British Vosper boats. Did the work on the sterns.
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