Interviewwth M. Hackett Harris of Cordova, Maryland, 7/23/87.
Present at the interview were R Dodds, J. Liener, Russel
Harri s(son) and Ms. Hackett Harris.

Ei ghty-three year old M. Harris talked of his early years at
Newbri dge, Maryl and, the steanboats which woul d dock there
and the steanboats on the Choptank and Tuckahoe Rivers. M.
Harris al so tal ked about various people in Newbridge, and his
life as a fisherman on the Tuckahoe River
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Interview with M. Hackett Harris--Steanboats at New Bri dge,

Fi shing on the Tuckahoe. 7-23-87. Present are M. Harris, his son
Russell Harris, Richard Dodds, and Josef Liener

Dodds:

An Article appeared in the press and paper, talking a little about
the research that | was doing on the Weel er Line that operated out
of HiIlsboro, and he suggested that | could cone and talk to you
t hat you m ght have sonme information about ... mnmight have sone
famliarity with....

Hackett:

Wl |, what have you found out?

Dodds:

Well, | have a lot of information now on the conpany. And nany are

interested in the Wieel er Line that operated out of Hillsboro.
know pretty much all the area history, a little bit about Captain
Wieeler, a little bit about the ships; they had the Mnnie Weeler
they had the Chesapeake. they had the Easton. The conpany was sol d
in 1901 and then the Baltinore, Chesapeake, and Atl antic Rail way
Conpany took over the ships on the route, then they operated the
ships for a while. | spoke to M. Arvis Bevin of H Il sboro . | don't
know i f you know M. Bevin. [MIton Beavin?]

Hackett :
Bevin of Hill sboro? Yes.

Dodds:

He's given ne quite a lot of information on the conpany. And then
| went to the Preston paper, and was doi ng sone research there on
a colum that appeared in the 1930's. It was witten by a Captain
Ceorge Ross. And he wrote a colum called "M nnie Weeler's
Boyfriend", and he went on for about a year and a half. But he
based the colum on | ogbooks that he had fromthe ship, the steaner
the Mnnie Wheeler. That's when they becane interested in what |
was doing.. ..

Hackett:

Whio was giving information in the press?

Dodds:

Well, | |ooked through the newspaper files. They have those little

files on the Preston News and Farner there, and | went through them
week by week, |ooking at the colums, and seeing what information
they had in them

Hackett:
Did they have a picture of the boat?

Dodds:
No, they didn't. As a matter of fact the colum, for the first year
wasn't even signed by Captain Ross: it was anonynous, and then



about a year into the colum they had soneone request that they
reveal who was witing them and they had a picture of him But
they didn't have a picture of her. | know what she | ooks |ike, but
they didn't have a picture in the newspaper of her. And then |
asked you people to call ne, nostly ol der residents of the area,
who said they had sone information on the steanboats. This is the
main reason I'mconming to talk to you; maybe you could add anyt hi ng
to what | know about the early steanboats on the Choptank River,
and the Tuckahoe River.

Hackett:

Yes, well, of course, the Weeler Line and the Tuckahoe, they were

di fferent conpanies. and then they ran fromthere to Baltinore. and
éhé;n they were a line. And then they put "emto Easton, there at 17
r

rdford. "He |ived up there. His hone was right up there on
Hi|'1sboro.

Dodds:
Captain Bradford lived in Hllsboro?

Hackett :

No at 17 Bradford. He had that brick house there. He had a boat
built, it was the Mnnie Weeler. That was his daughter. He naned
it after his daughter.

Dodds:
Matt hew nmarri ed several tines.

Hackett:
You got any information on the Westnorel and?

Dodds:
The Westnoreland? No, she didn't really run too nuch on the
Chopt ank, did she?

Hackett:

She'd run up the Choptank River, up to Wlliston. If you want to
wite it down, |I'Il give you all the wharves it was.

Dodds:

Sure. Do you know then? Do you know them off the top of your head?
Hackett:

Yes sir, | know every one of them But, of course, when them boats

run up there I was just a young boy. W used to go down and watch
t he steanboats cone in. Every time a steanboat cone in well sure
we'd go down there. And at 17 Bradford they'd give us candy. You
know, a stick of candy with a stick in the end of it. A sucker
they'd call 'em

Dodds:
M. Harrison when you were young, where were you living?

Hackett :



| was living right about a mle fromthe river, right down there
where that bridge goes across.

Dodds:

You tal king about the Dover bridge?

Hacket t:

No. No. New Bridge. That farmright there; all of us, we were born
and raised on it. Instead of going over the bridge you go up the
hill. That was Ganey's.

Dodds:

And there was a steanship | anding, there in New Bridge.

Hackett :
Yes, there was a steanboat |anding there in New Bridge. And one to
WIlliston, and one to Ganey's...

Dodds:
Ganey's Waarf. Right.

Hackett:
..and going on there to the, and over to the bridge, there were
several steanboat | andings there.

Dodds:

Did you ever go for a ride on one of the steanboats?

Hackett:

| went to Baltinore a couple of tinmes on a steanboat. | and ny
grandnother. My aunt lived in Baltinore. And we'd get in the

st eanboat down there t' New Bridge, and go to Baltinore. W'd get
into Baltinore sone tinme, oh, as for that night.

I ntervei wer:
Do you renenber which boats you travel ed on?

Hackett :
Seems to nme it was the Crosskey.

Dodds:
The Crosskey. Sonmeone nentioned that one the other day.

Hacket t

That boat went up Tuckahoe Creek and when it got to Ganey's they
|l aid overnight, and went out the next norning. It was three
different boats that run up there.

Dodds:
They only went up the Tuckahoe only as far as Waynman's Warf,
didn't they?

Hackett:
No. Wayman's Wharf was below Gl pin Point. And then there was Stony



Point. and that was as far up as you could get. The ot her one that
you mentioned, it was down river further, go 'n out. And then, there
was, so comng fromH Ilsboro to go over the Dover Bridge, there
was Two Johns there, and Ganey's, Gl pin Point, and then there was
Mc Carty's Wharf. And you're goin' on down then. You went past
Dover bridge, there was LLoyd' s Landi ng and Bar ker Landing, and the
Choptank. And that's as far as | renenber getting. The Chopt ank.

Dodds:
Ddn't you stop into Wndy H |l too?

Hackett :

LI oyds Landing was the first, and Wndy H Il was the last, | nean
t he Choptank was the | ast one down. Wien you went to Baltinore,
you'd get on there and she'd stop all in places, pick up chicken

coops (Hackett starts to laugh). Used to, a nman, Banks, he was a
horse deal er down in Denton, they used to have, oh, sonetines 750
head of nmules. They'd conme in on that steanmboat, and he'd unl oad
"em by New Bridge, and | never will forget that. Had a little white
horse. The mules, they'd follow that horse, and he'd carry them
right on into Denton. He had a stable there in Denton. He was a
horse deal er.

Dodds:
Do you renmenber who was the agent was at New Bridge?

Hackett:
Ya, Av Despencent.

Dodds:
Av Dispencent? (?)

Hackett:

There was Severn Borden Todd, he worked on once. He had a boy,
Denni s Todd, he worked on the boats. Then they had Harry Lyons, he
wor ked on a steanboat, too.

Dodds:
New Bridge sounds like it was quite a busy place at one tine.

Hackett:

|"ve seen it as high as 20 to 25 wagons, waiting for the steanboat
to cone in. They'd haul wheat down there, and put it on a
steanboat, n' ship to Baltinore. Haul wheat and corn. And then
anybody who had anything shipped fromBaltinore, they'd ship it to
New Bridge. They used to have those great big jugs of whiskey cone
in on that steanboat (Hackett | aughs).

Dodds:
Al'l that activity up in G eensboro was gone before you renenber it,
wasn't it?

Hackett:
G eensboro? Ya, it was done away several years. See they had a draw



t here, but the boat, they couldn't get it under. Then 'Lor Tower
had a boat, the Edenton. He run that gin house and he haul s the

key in fromBaltinore, and different stuff. He used that nostly
for his own use. Lor Towers, his nane was.

Dodds:
You ever travel on the steanboats going the other direction, away
fromBaltinore? Up the Choptank or up the Tuckahoe?

Hackett:

| got on at New Bridge and went to Baltinore. No, | never went the
opposite direction. But the steanboat used to go on up, to Reese's
Landing. That's pretty well up there. Well, that's the next to the
| ast stop. Then Stony Point was the |ast stop. They'd cone in there
and it's afternoon, and lay over all night, and go out the next
nor ni ng.

Dodds:
I wonder of Stony Point is the sane thing as Wayman's Warf.

Li ener:
No, no. That's right close to it.

Dodds:

| know that Ms. Evans often nentions Stony Point when we are
tal ki ng. Because ot her people have seen that the, at |east while
t he Wheel er Line was operating that the |last stop on the Tuckahoe
was Layman's Wharf. They couldn't go up any higher than that.

Hackett:

Wll, Rigg's Landing is right there by Wayman's Wharf. Rigg's
Landi ng used to be the main wharf up there. Al the stuff from
Baltinore, they conme down to Cordova, and to Hillsboro, and
groceries or what ever it was, they'd have to come down and get it.

Russel |
Didn't they stop at Covey's Landing too?

Hackett:
Ya. They went up to Stony Point, that's just right around the bend,
and laid over. | never will forget it. They had a piling they drove

on the upper side, and then when the steanboat conme in the man who
attended the wharf, he had to go up there and put the rope over it.
You see that's the way they'd turn it around.

Dodds:
Ya. They'd swing it. Ya. we were tal ki ng about that before.

Li ener:

Did you ever see that scow that cone down fromHillsboro to
Vﬁgnan's VWharf? A big flat scow that they scowed wheat and stuff
on’



Hackett :

Wiy | don't hardly.... O course Wayman's Wharf was done away wi th
before the steanboat stopped conmi ng up there.

Dodds:
They may have stopped calling at Waynan's Wharf before the. ..

Li ener:
1912 was the | ast passenger trip out of the Tuckahoe.

Hackett:
The Easton. | don't know where, but they noved that boat. That
there was a big boat. It was the biggest boat to ever cone up

there. And they run it a few tinmes, then they noved it somewheres
el se. They didn't have enough water up there. And there was the
M nni e Wheeler and the Crosskey, and the Ava. ...

Dodds:
..and the Chesapeake too.

Hacket t :
... Westnorel and.

Li ener:
Did you ever nake a trip up to Adans Theatre when that canme up?

Hackett :
No. What's that?

Russel |
The floating theatre up to Denton

Hacket t
Oh ya. It went to Hillsboro.

Li ener:
It went up to Hillsboro too.

Hacket t :
Ya. It went to Denton, and then it went to Hi|llsboro. And then over
to... | don't know where it ran at.

Li ener:
Secretary.

Hackett:
Secretary, ya. That's been a long tinme ago.

Dodds:
Have you been aboard the FElopating Theatre?

Hackett:
Ch ya, | went two or three tines.



Li ener:
That was quite an institution (Joe |aughs).

Hacket t :

That's been a long tine ago. | can't think of that man's nane that
owned t hat.

Li ener:
Adans.

Hacket t :
Adans. Ya. Bud Adans.

Dodds:
You nentioned on the phone to ne, you were tal king about a man, one
of the agents, who lived in a house that periodically fl ooded.

Russel |
Ch. That was M. Kenp. He wants to know sonet hi ng about M. Kenp.

Hackett:

Oh. M. Kenp? Wll he a ... he didn't have anything to do with the
steanboats. M. Stanford was the tender back then, but themtwo old
nmen |ived there together.

Dodds:

Is this the town of New Bridge?

Hackett:

Ya, New Bridge. In a shanty down there. They tore the bridges down,
and done away with that shanty. But, M. Kenp.... Captain Todd, he
was one of the navigators on the bridge, | nmean the boat. And then

Harry Lyons worked for a steanboat conmpany. Harry Lyons...

Dodds:
What about this place that M. Kenp lived in? Did it get pretty wet
down there in the wintertine?

Hackett:

Ya. When the tide conme up, it'd cone up through the fl oor.
Russel | :

| remenber that. Ya, | renenber seeing him

Li ener:

VWhi ch side of the road was that on?

Russel | :

It was right down there off to the right of the bridge, the old
bri dge; just before you crossed the bridge. Ri ght there on the
right.

Dodds:
You said that was the old bridge tender's house?



Russel | :
| don't know. Was it Dad? Who took care of the bridge?

Hackett:

M. Kenp. He'd tend the draw now and then. M. Kenp done that.
Dodds:

Was it sort of a hand operated nechanisn?

Hackett:

Ya, Had a crank on it, and it rolled back, y' know.

Dodds:

A retracted bridge.

Hackett:

That was a good while ago. | was just telling Russell, there used

to be a store t' Lew stown. That was a right big store there. He
had a colored for the workers there. Patrick Seth his nanme was.
Fat her had begun working and we had a nmule, he was slow, and we
could hardly get nothing done with him So he traded Seth, or
traded MIler this nmule for a horse. So, the old man, MIller, he
wants to eye this for his owm, so he says he wants to go down to
Reese's Landi ng and get the groceries. He deserved it. And he got
down to Reese' s Landing, and the boat was up above the |anding. The
boat was just laying there, it wasn't noving. So, he cones and
starts to load the stuff on, and the boat bl owed. And well that
damm mule, it went up that hill flying. It ran all the way to
Lewi stown. (laughter) He had | ost the tea, he | ost everything.
(laughter) That's been a |ong tinme ago.

Russel |
| told you the other day about one of those boats that had a head
on it. Tell himabout that Captain Branford every tine he'd cone up

there, he'd have that deer head on the boat.

Hackett:

Ya, there were two of them boats. One had an eagle, the other one
had a deer. So, M. Spencer, he was the attendant of the wharf,
he'd tell us boys, when that deer nods his head, the Captain'l
bl ow the whistle. W used to stand up there, our nouths open,
| ooking for the deer to nod his head, that old boat a blown'.

Dodds:
The head of the deer; where was it nobunted on the boat, and what
boat was it on?

Hackett : _
That was the Westnoreland. No, it was on the Joppa.

Dodds:
On the Joppa?



Hackett :

Ya. The deer head was on the Joppa. and the eagle, it was on the
Crosskey.

Dodds:

Wiere was it mounted on the jJoppa, on top of the pilot house? where
t he eagl es were?

Hackett :

On the cabin. You know? On the cabin where the wheel house was at,
you know. Right up on top

Dodds:

That's unusual . |1've never heard of that. Usually it would be an
eagle. I've never heard of the head of a deer....

Li ener:

Wl | the M ssissippi boats had the deer horns a |ot. How they got
them was that they won races. That was their badge that showed that
they were a fast boat. |'ve never heard it nentioned over here.

Hackett:

| went to Baltinore a couple tines on a steanboat. It was the | ast
time | ever went there, it was rough. My God that boat was rolling
all over the place. (laughter) | was scared to death. Sonme nman got

on at Secretary. And he told ne, | was just a boy, said "son, you
never ridden on a boat before. " | said, "I never rode on one as
rough as this one is." He said, Now don't worry it 1'll be a

settin® right here with ye." And ny God that boat did rol

[l aughter). He said that when we get out in the Bay, we'd have sone
rough water. | seen this colored fellow going around taking all the
di shes, puttin' emin a basket, like to add 'emup. And | kept
wat chi ng, and when that boat (|aughter) cone out in the Bay there,
man, you tal k about lungin' and junpin'; its a good thing they
pi cked those di shes up, they'd break every one of them

Li ener:
Did you stop at Canbridge before you went out in the bay?

Hackett:

Ya, Choptank, then Canbri dge.

Dodds:

What did you think of Baltinore when you were a young fell ow
Hackett:

When | was young? Ya. | was | aughin' about that. Uncle Ed, he was
a bartender. He had to go down for sonething, sonething about some
coffee. I don't know. And he asked ne, "You all gonna go or

anything?" And | said, "Ya, I'd like to go." And he said to ny Aunt
"I"'mgoin', but | ain't got time today." But every tinme we go by
one of them stands with bananas in them 1'd say, "Uncle Ed, | ook
at these bananas, there the big ones.” W'd get down there, and he
said "I'mgonna get ne sone.” He got ne a great big bag full, al



| could tote.

Dodds:

There nust have been quite a difference between quiet little New
Bri dge and Bal ti nore.

Hacket t :
Yes i ndeed.

Dodds:
At sone tinme you noved from New Bridge. Is that right?

Hackett:
Ya. | noved into Hillsboro. And stayed there about a year, and cone
here to Cordova. And then | bought this house here, a school house.

Russel | :
Pond' s School .

Hackett:
And | turned it around, and that's where its been ever since.

Li ener:
You nmust know the old fella over here to Cordova, sonewheres he
makes banj os.

Hackett:
Mhf?

Li ener:
There's an old fella over here sonewheres that makes banjos, or
t here was.

Russel |
Used to be.

Li ener:
He' s dead now.

Russel | :
Ya, Charlie WIIlians.

Hackett :
Charlie WIIlians.

Russel |
He died there at Reese's Landing.

Hackett :
He fell off it once and dr owned.

Russel |



He |lived down there at Reese's Landi ng.

Li ener:
| met him over in Easton.

Russel | :
He used to make fiddles, violins.

Hackett:

Ya, he made sone good stuff. He was drinkin' and he slipped off a
log. It was two of them boys, and one girl. And they're all dead.
Dean WIllianms, Charlie WIIlians, and Anna.

Dodds:
Did you ever do and fishing, crabbing, or oystering, on the river
M. Harris?

Hackett:
| made a living at it.

Dodds:
Is that right? | didn't know that.

Russel |
He fished with fykes and nets.

Hackett:
Yes, i ndeed.

Russel |
That's all he did, for years and years. He fished with fykes and
pound nets.

Li ener:
You didn't do nuch gill netting.

Hackett:
| had pound... | had sone gill nets.

Russel |
How many fish did you catch at one tine, that was in that pound....

Hackett:
Ch ny God, | don't know. | had a pound setting, and a guy called
up, froma Philadelphia firm | only got about 5 or 6 cents a

pound. And | had $126.00, that | got out of that one net in
over ni ght.

Li ener:
That was all kinds of fish in there wasn't it?

Hackett:
Al'l kinds. But you can't catch rock no nore.



Dodds:
VWere were you fishing nostly, M. Harris?

Hacket t:

Down to the nouth of Tuckahoe Creek. On down towards Kingston, and
t hen up towards Denton, up and down there. And sone tinmes above
Reese's Landing. But | got so that | wasn't able to get around, and
| ended doing it.

Dodds:

Sonet hing li ke that, do you operate it by yourself, or do you
operate it with other nen?

Li ener:

Well, you generally have a buddy.

Dodds:
We were asking, did you work wth anybody when you were fishing?

Hackett:
My father was all.

Dodds:
Your father. Ya.

Hackett:
He lived to be about 90 years ol d.

Li ener:
Did you ever go into any of those little creeks, for jinstance the
one up there by Martinak State Park?

Hackett:
What park?

Li ener:
Just this side of Denton, Martinak State Park. Did you ever fish in
that little creek there?

Hackett:
Ya. We used to fish all up and down there.

Li ener:
DLd you ever see that old ship, or that vessel that was sunk up in
there?

Hacket t :
Ya. Hot house.

Li ener:
VWhat was the nane of her?

Hackett :
Hot house._



Russel |
Hot house. The Hothouse.. H O T-OS (sic).

Hacket t :

Happens all the tinme. It got so it wasn't no good, and they pushed
it up there. And he bought the Edenton, and used it.

Dodds:
Do you know anyt hi ng about the boat?

Li ener:
This was a big 'un, she was about 70-sone feet.

Russel |

"Il bet it was a steanboat. | don't know anythi ng about it.

Dodds:

This nust be a different one.

Li ener:

They' ve got part of her skeleton hauled out up there in Martinak
State Park. | don't know whether you ever saw it or not.

Hackett:

No. |'ve been over there, but | don't know as |'ve ever seen it.
Dodds:

D d you have your own boat, M. Harris?

Hackett:

Ya. | built two or three.

Dodds:

What kind of boats did you have?

Hackett:

Well, | just had big barges. Didn't have no big steanboats or

nothing like that.

End Side 2

Dodds:

Well that's fine. You never know what cones out. | hadn't realized
that your father had done a | ot of pound net fishing and fyke net
fishing, which is interesting to us too. 'Cause there aren't any
men that do that any nore in that area, aren't there in that area?

Russel | :

Vel l, his brother does. They used to have what they call "sets".
And his father made' emalong that river, then he took ' emover, and
when he quit fishing, his brother took "emover. Different places
where you'd set your nets and that's your exclusive rights. Ri ght
Dad?



Hackett :
Ya.

Li ener:
Where did you put nost of his fish out at? Denton Bridge? O a....

Hackett:
No. Up to New Bridge. There was a truck line that run through there
every day. | can't think of this man's nane that run it. And we'd

ship "emto Baltinore.

Li ener:
Al you had to do was put "emin boxes and ice 'em up, eh?

Hackett:
Ya. Ice "emup, or if it was cold weather, we wouldn't use no ice.

Li ener:
They' d be frozen.

Hackett:
(1 aughi ng) They were just frozen. Well, you know, | would love to
ve seen 'em open up the season on rock. For a while anyhow.

Li ener:
Did you ever do any gunning up there, up the Tuckahoe?

Hackett:
Yes, yes indeed.

Li ener:
Did ya push for rail birds?

Hackett:

| did only a couple tines. A man from Easton, he cone down there,
and | pushed himaround on the marsh. You ever kill a railbird?
Li ener:

Ya.

Dodds:

Difficult to hit, aren't they?

Li ener:
Well they're kind of wobbly. Sonething |ike a woodcock.

Hackett:

You know, y' catch the tide high, you could push that little, those
boats were snmall, and you could shove "emright up off them
mar shes.

Li ener:

Well you only had about two hours, each tide.



Hacket t :
Ya. Ya.

Dodds:
How ol d are you, sir?

Li ener:
G ve a guess.

Russel | :
The way you are talking, you're 80 at least, 75 to 80.

Li ener:
VWll I'malittle over 75.

Dodds:
Joe has a good know edge of |ots of subject areas.

Li ener:
I was born in 19009.

Dodds:
Now your Father is 83?

Russel | :
He was 83 | ast nont h.

Li ener:
My Dad was at 94.

Russel |

Hs father was ... what was... G andpa was 92 when he died, wasn't
he? 90 or 927

Hackett:

92 | think he was. Either that or he was 93. O ny aunt.
Dodds:

When did you stop fishing, M. Harris?

Hackett:

| haven't fished now for a year and a half to two years.
Russel | :

(I aughi ng) No, longer than that, Dad. It's been 25 years
Hackett:

| guess it has. No, | think its in-between there.

Li ener:

Did you run across any snappers up there.

Hackett:
Plenty of '"em They used to be right high in Baltinore.



Dodds:
Did you sell themor collect thenf

Hackett:
No, | just to put "emin barrels, and ship "emto Baltinore.

Russel | :
|'ve seen emiced. Two or three barrels of 'em

Li ener:
How d you like to get thema-bitin' at you?

Hackett:

You get 'emout of the nets. And we used to catch a good many of
them You used to get at that time, about 10 to 12 cents a pound.
And if you get 'em now, you get 75 cents a pound. You know ny
Si ster was over here yesterday or the day before and she said that
her daughter has cone hone from Flori da and stayed hone two or
t hree days. Her and sone |ady, well this woman said "I want to get
some crabs to carry back." She said "Well we'll go down there and
see what we can get." Went down there and they wanted 34 dollars a
bushel for crabs. That's a terrible price, ain't it?

Dodds:
Ya, it is. Hows the living? Did you nake a pretty good living from
fishing?

Hackett:
Fi shing? Well, you could nmake a living, about as good as you coul d
doi ng sonet hi ng el se.

Dodds:
It nust have been pretty tough though. During the depression period
particul arly.

Li ener:
Did you knit a lot of your own fyke nets?

Hackett:
Made 'em al | .

Li ener:
Hooks t oo?

Hackett:
Made the hooks, ya. | was always ordering twine fromBaltinore.
We'd cut it out and lace it in, and make whatever you want to nmake.

Li ener:
How ' bout your pound nets? Did you dip themtoo?

Hacket t :
Ya.



Dodds:
Are these nets as big as the ones they used down at the....

Li ener:

?E. gb. They woul dn't have as much room up here as they did out on
e bay.

Dodds:
| guess they had to be careful with. -probably a few steanboats
crui sing up and down the river there too at that tine.

Hackett:

You know right at the nouth of that Tuckahoe creek, right where it
enpties into the Choptank River, that's the deepest there is water
anywher e between Denton and the Bay. That's deep water there.

Li ener:
| s that even deeper than it is off of Hog Island?

Hacket t :

Ch yes, that's the deepest spot there is in the Bay, or the river,
either. That's 50 or 100 feet deep.

Li ener:
Ya, that's quite a trip from Denton down to Canbri dge on the
Chopt ank.

Hackett:
There's sone bridge, |'ve never seen it, but there's sone bridge
you got cross there in Canbridge, Ain't it?

Dodds:
Ya.

Hackett:
|'ve never been across it.

Li ener:
Ya, just opened it up a few weeks ago.

Russel |
Gentlenen, I'll be seein' you.

Dodds:
Alright. Is there anything el se that we should raise.

Russel | :
| don't know.

Hackett :
VWhat's that?

Russel |
They wanted to know if there is anything el se you could tell them



| didn't.

Hackett :

I don't know of anything | could tell you. |, of course always
lived here. | renmenbered all that stuff, but it fades away.

Dodds:

| think it happens to all of us.

Li ener:

Wll if we don't start gathering up this stuff, while its still

avail able. ...

Hackett:

Well, you gonna wite a book about it?

Dodds:

No, 1'd like to do at |east an article on the history of the
VWeeler line. I"'mparticularly interested in that conpany because

they were the only Eastern Shore-based steanshi p conpany. Everyone
el se was based out of Baltinore.

Hackett:
On the Easton Captain Perry was the Captain on that.

Dodds:
Ya, we tal ked about Captain Perry on the way up. Captain Perry died
in 1931. You renenber Captain Perry?

Hackett:

| just know of him that's all. I wouldn't know any nore of him
The fella down on 17 Branford was about the only one that | really
remenber.

Li ener:
Do you know anybody over at Secretary or Choptank, or any places
over there on the other side of the river?

Russel | :
| don't know anybody down that way.

Hacket t :
VWhat's that?

Russel |
They wanted to know i f you knew anybody down by Choptank or down by
Secretary.

Hackett:
| don't go down that far.

Dodds:
Plus its been a nunber of years now, and not many peopl e around now

that remenber in the early steanboat era.



Li ener:
That old fella up in Hllsboro, MIton..

Russel | :
M I ton Beavin?

Li ener
...Mlton Beavin, ya, he's quite a...

Russel | :
How cl ose are you to M. Beavin in age, Dad?

Hacket t :
I don't know

Li ener:
He's only 87, isn't he?

Hackett :

He's older than | am He has a brother. Ya, he has one Brother and
one sister. Yes things have changed.

Dodds:

Do you still have your, um the equi pnent you used in fishing, did
you pass it on?

Hackett:

No, | haven't got a piece of tw ne big enough to make a di p net.

(I aughter) And now the way |'ve been getting around, it doesn't
|l ook like I"'mgoing to ever be as | can go. W' ve had so nuch col d.
Had a stormcone in here. W had the roof blown off and everything
of f that chicken house. And it bl owed down. The feller, |I had a
feller here that was kind of bossy put it back up again. Then he
had a heart attack. He's over in Salisbury now.

Russel | :
Well gentlenen, I'Il see you later

Dodds:
Thank you.

Li ener:
Thank you.

Hackett:

I"d like to help you all the way through, but | guess that when you
get as old as | am there will be a lot of things you won't
remenber

Dodds:

No, I'mstarting to lose it already. That's why | bring Joe al ong,
to help me out. | knowits difficult especially when were talking
quite a few years ago now. But, every little piece helps. Its |ike



a puzzle.

Hackett:

You ever go down to McCarty' s wharf? | don't know if old man M
Cardy is still living or not.

Dodds:
No. OF course there were so many wharves back then.

Li ener:
Every farm had one back then.

Hackett:

McCarty's they | oaded wheat and | oaded corn, and hauled fertilizer
and stuff, right on the steanboat. Boats would cone in there, and
t hey' d have wagons sitting there a-waitin', and load it on. Carry
it away fromthere. No such thing as a truck then.

Dodds:
Did you watch 'em | oading cattle and stuff on board these boats?

Hackett:

Ya. One tine sonebody brought a cow down there and fastened it to
atree or two there. And when the steanboat cone in the col ored
fellas would go up there and drive it on the boat.

Li ener:
Sone places would have a pen built that held 'emtoo.

Dodds:
Down at the wharf at New Bridge, did they have a store down there
t 00?

Hackett:

Ya. They got one there. Course, at that tinme when the steanboats
conme up there they used to get all their stuff fromthe steanboats.
Supplies. Sugar, salt, pepper, and everything you coul d i magi ne.

End of | nterview
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