Interviewwith Ms. Esther Callis (Berlin Nursing Hone, 641-
0180) and WIIliam Vbshell of Preston, MD., 8/7/87.
Present: R Ebdd

Ms. Callis is the grand-daughter of Capt. Wn H H Perry,

former captain of Mnnie Weeler. Ms. Callis was raised
by her grandparents on their house, "Herdl and" on the
out skirts of Choptank. The house which is still standing,

used to have a pil othouse eagl e above the porch and an old
st eanboat |ifeboat near the front fence filled with flowers.
Capt. Perry was naned after President Harrison, who died
shortly before Perry was born. His brother-in-law Capt.
Charles WIlis Wight, was another Weel er captain.

W I liam Voshell lives just outside of Choptank and is a
lifelong farmer and | ocal historian. Hs famly are rel ated
to the Wights, another prom nent famly in the area. He

is brother to Rebecca Voshell (673-7642) of Choptank who
first suggested contacting Ms. Callis.
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Interviewwith Ms. Esther Callis and M. WIIiam Voshell, 8/ 7/ 87.
Present are Ms. Callis, M. Voshell, and R chard Dodds.

Dodds:
... Soci ety about two days ago to see if they have it.

Callis:
| hope they do.

Dodds:
"Il find out, ya.

Callis:

But ny grandfather was the Captain of the Mnnie Weeler and the
Easton was built for him but Captain Weeler died, |I think or he
sold out. There were three lines that went up the Choptank River,
t he Wheel er Line, The Maryl and Line, and oh dear what was the other
one? However they, the Pennsylvania Railroad bought themall out,
and they became the BC&A. | guess you knew all that. M grandfather
was the Captain of the Mnnie Weeler, and his brother-in-law was
Captain of the Choptank

Voshel | :
Your grandnother's brother was the Captain of the Choptank.

Callis:
| have a picture of himhere, if you'd like to see it. Let ne see.

Voshel | :
Do you have that book you | oaned ne and I mail ed back to you?

Callis:

Yes | do, and | was just looking for it. | can't see very well. It
m ght be on the bottom How do you see there, Wllian? It m ght be
on the bottom shelf over here.

Voshel | :
| still got crab blood in ne.

Callis:
| could see anything up to a few years ago, and then | got a

cataract. Here Uncle Charles. Now |l ets see, the Choptank was a
Wheel er boat, too.

Dodds:
This is Captain Charles W Wi ght.

Voshel | :
That's her grandnother's brother.
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Dodds:
Ri ght.

Callis:
|"ve been on the Mnnie Weeler many a tinme in the Choptank, too.

Dodds:

Is that right? I1'Il have to ask you about that later. This canme out
of ... what's the nane of the book.

Callis:
We Ancestry.

Dodds:
We Ancestry, right.

Callis:

Uncle Charlie wote this. He dug up all the Wights. | thought that
you mi ght be interested in know ng, maybe you know when ny
gr andf at her was born February the 8th, 1841.

Dodds:
Now this is Captain Perry.

Callis:
Captain Perry.

Voshel | :

And WIlliamHenry Harrison was el ected i n Novenber 1840. And he
di ed one nonth after he was inaugurated. So, they naned a baby
after the President.

Callis:
Now | guess that G andpa was born before the President died because
he was inaugurated in March, and died a nonth |ater.

Voshel |
He died a nonth later, back in April.

Callis:
He made such a | ong speech, standing out in the cold rain, that he

caught pneunoni a.

Dodds:
| didn't know that before. Now just getting back to you, now your
birthday is this nonth, so when...

Callis:
| was born in 1900.
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Dodds:
1900. In Choptank, or just outside it?

Callis:
No, | was born in Baltinore.

Dodds:
Bal ti nore.

Callis:

But my nother died when | was 3 years old, and ny grandfather and

grandnot her lived on the Choptank River, in Choptank, or on a farm
just outside of Choptank. They were ny father's parents, so they
took ne and rai sed ne.

Dodds:
So you're related to both the Perry side and the Wi ghts.

Callis:
My grandnot her was a Wi ght.

Voshel | :
Her grandnother was WIlis's daughter.

Callis:
WIllis Wight's daughter.

Voshel | :
Born in 1825. She's WIIlis's great-granddaughter. Your great-
grandfather was WIIlis.

Callis:
Ya.

Voshel | :
Didn't uncle Emmett say that he planned the buil dings there?

Callis:
Uncle Charlie, He's fancied hinself as an architect, | think.

Voshel | :
well, M. WIlis Wight built the house in Choptank..

Callis:
Uncle Charlie planned it.

Voshel | :
Ch, Uncle Charlie was the planner?

Callis:
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See they lived out in Poplar Neck. And then when ny great-
grandfather retired fromfarm ng, they went to Choptank. And I
think they lived with nomfor a while, while this house was
buil ding i n Choptank, and then they noved to Choptank. And then
when G andpappy died, then G andnma canme to live with us. He died in
1907, 1 think.

Voshel |
Your grandnot her, what was her nanme? She was a Pachett.

Callis:
Ya, Margaret Pachett.

Voshel |
VWell, your father cane with his nother, Aunt Fanni e, and Aunt
Fanni e's nother, you weren't al ong.

Callis:
That was ny great-grandnother. | wasn't.

Voshel |
And his car. Now did his car cone on the steanboat, too?

Cal lis:
Ya.

Voshel | :
That's what | thought.

Callis:
It probably did.

Voshel | :
And that next day until after dark, and when he cranked up, he had
to light his lights with a match.

Callis:
Ya. Had a tank of acetylene gas or sonething like that. It was on
t he runni ng board. That was al ong about 1906 or so.

Voshel | :
What was your great-grandnother's nane? Aunt Fannie's not her

Callis:
Mar gar et .

Voshel | :
Oh, ya, Mar gar et . It used to say on the church wi ndows in
Chopt ank. . .
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Callis:
Oh?

Voshel | :
..."WIlis and Margaret Wight."

Callis:
Real | y? I n Choptank? Wi ch church? The A d Side?

Voshel |

They used to put the stain on the church wi ndows, when | was a Kkid,
and had different ones' nanes on them But | do renenber M. and
Ms. WIlis Wight's name. WIlis and Margaret Wi ght.

Dodds:
Vell the Wights were a big name, big family in the Choptank area,
cause | was reading, we don't have the actual book, but we have a

copy of the book nenories of Choptank. That was done for the
bi centennial, and they talk a | ot about the Wights in....

Callis:
My grandfather had a slew of brothers and they all lived there.

Voshel |
Where's your father's picture?

Callis:
Over there.

Voshel | :
Whi ch one?

Callis:
The first one on this side.

Voshel | :
This is Harry... [?

Callis:
... Wth a fez on.

Voshel |
Wth a cap on?

Cal lis:
Ya.

Voshel |
This is Harry Perry.
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Callis:

Ya.

Voshel | :

Hey, a good | ooking man. He shows Perry.
Callis:

Ya, he looks |like a Perry.

Voshel | :

Who are the other two?

Callis:

My husband. Those are Jim nmny husband.
Voshel | :

Bot h of thenf

Callis:

Ya. Al the other pictures are him
Voshel |

Ch, ya, | see it now

Dodds:

In that book there appeared that other picture of Captain Wi ght.
Callis:

Ya, that's when he was young. That's when he was Captain...
Dodds:

In his uniform

Callis:

Ya.

Dodds:

Ya, nice picture.

Callis:
Ya, that's when he was the Captain of the Choptank, | guess.

Dodds:
He had a | ong handl ebar nustache.

Callis:
Yes, he al ways had that.

Dodds:
Did he?
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Callis:
Ya. He lived to be very old. Let's see, when did Charlie die?

Dodds:
He was the man who did that book on the Wight famly.

Callis:
Ya. And this is his picture in here.

Dodds:
Ya. When he was a little bit ol der, obviously.

Callis:

After he retired from steanboati ng he was an inspector of hulls in
Bal ti nore.

Dodds:
For the steanboats, of course.

Callis:
For all ships that came in. | guess that was a federal job, | don't
know.

Dodds:
I think it was a federal job. You nust renenber your G andfather
fairly well.

Callis:
Very well. He died in the 1930s.

Voshel | :
W renenber them don't we?

Callis:
He was 91, or sonething like that, wasn't he?

Voshel | :
Somet hing i ke that, ya.

Callis:
He died in 32 and he was born in 41, so that makes him 91, or

sonet hi ng.

Voshel | :
He was still courting. He bought sone wonman two new cars and a

Jersey cow. That's when he di ed.

Dodds:
Wlliamwas telling ne a few stories on the way up in the car, and
he was obviously quite a character, your G andfather. He was a very
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i nteresting man.

Voshel | :

D ya hear about the story? Uncle Emett'd tell it over and over.

Had a drunk on the boat. He was sitting on these bags of wheat
pil ed up. And he had his knife, and he cut the bag, and the wheat
ran out on deck. | forget who the Purser was. He started talking to
him and he cut at the Purser, and the Purser ran up to Uncle
Henry. Uncle Henry cones down, he gets on him and Uncle Emmett

s?id that the fella cut uncle Henry's armright through his uniform
sl eeve. ..

Callis:
I've never heard this story. It must have been a good. ..

Voshel | :

So that old Captain went and got an oak 1 x 3 and whacked t hat
fella right on the head with it. They say he fell on deck,
trembling like a steer that'd been hit with an axe.

Callis:
Goodness ne.

Voshel |
Mate said "Captain, you' ve killed him" Said "Need to kill him
cut a Captain.”™ "Put himin the hold, shut the hatch."

Callis:
(1 aughing) Oh dear

Voshel |
| think that Uncle Emmett said that he was on the boat at that
time, and Uncle Henry was wapping his cut.

Callis:
Ch, for goodness sake.

Voshel |
You never heard that one?

Callis:
Nope, | never did. Wllianis Uncle Emmett was ny grandfather's
nephew.

Dodds:
Apparently he was quite a wild young man when he was grow ng up,
this Ermett.

Callis:
Ch, Emmett? Ya.
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Voshel | :
Emrett was the greatest man we ever knew.

Callis:
Emmett, he had a failing, though. He bent his el bow

Voshel | :
He bent his what?

Cal lis:
He bent his el bow.

Voshel |
h. On, ya.

Dodds:
Dri nki ng.

Voshel | :
He drank enough whi skey to float a steanboat!

Dodds:
Wlliamwas telling ne about the tinme when Emmett was serving with
your father on the steanboat.

Callis:

Oh, | never knew that.

Dodds:

And they had a little adventure going through the Del aware Ri ver
Bridge. Wth your grandfather's fleet. |I don't knowif you want to

tell the story again. It was a very funny story.

Voshel | :

Uncle Emrett, you know, he told us a lot. After Aunt Eva died, and
we bought the farm He noved his trailer in there in with us, and,
golly, we'd enjoy Uncle Emett. He was a teenager. Aunt Fanny t ook
hi m when he was 12.

Cal lis:
When his father died they took care of him

Voshel | :
No, no, his father died when Enmmett was 2.

Callis:
But his nother died too, didn't she?

Voshel | :
When she di ed, he was 5.
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Callis:

Oh.

Voshel | :

They go back to grandma Covey. When Emmett's 12, he goes down Aunt
Fanny's; Down there farm ng on the horse farm WIlI|, Aunt Fanny

buys hima runaway colt fromthe Harris's. They were Padgetts, too.

Callis:
Ya, Aunt Harriet was a Padgett too.

Voshel | :

And old lady Harris had a runaway colt. So Aunt Fanny bought her
cheap, and give her to Emett to break. Pretty soon Emmett had her
to a road cart and he drove her by the house, and Aunt Fanny cone
out. He hadn't had her hooked up before. Emmett said "horse' Il kill

you." Emmett hollered back to Aunt Fanny "I1'I|l break her." So,

pretty soon they were driving. | think he was 16. Aunt Fanny tells
the Captain to stop in Canbridge and buy Emrett a new carriage. So
he had a new carriage. Then he gets with.... W was the guy who
wor ked for Aunt Fanny?

Callis:
Harry Hubbar d?

Voshel |
No. Nane another one. Lot of "em WII| Goober. WII| Goober in your

and ny day.

Callis:
Ya, and Harry Hubbard was in ny day, but before that, | don't know.
Voshel |

Anyhow, he was Aunt Fanny's main farner.

Callis:
| bet it was Harry Hubbard.

Voshel | :
Maybe it was. But anyhow, Uncle Enmmett, this guy goes to Jim
Hubbard, the old guy that sold whiskey, and they get drunk

Callis:
Uh oh.

Voshel | :

Aunt Fanni e and CGeorgie go to the canp Saturday afternoon. So,
Emett and the farnmer do the m |l king. Soon as the wonen | eave they

mlk, they get on the road cart, and go to Ji m Hubbard's and buy a
jug of whiskey. And by the tinme they get himEmett coul dn't nake
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it to the house. So they'd hauled straw in the conpound. Dunped
cartloads, a great pile of straw as big as this room WlIl, Emett
couldn't make it to the house, so he falls in the pile of straw,
and when he wakes up Sunday norning the sun is shining. There's
Aunt Fanny and CGeorgie a-mlking. They get a cow in the corner, put
a rail across, and mlked her. So, Emett's on this pile of straw,
so he's shaned of hinself. He keeps pulling straw over hinself. And
the cow |l ook at that like that. And the cow junps like that. Al
the other cows run out, spill Aunt Fanny and CGeorgie's mlk, and
then they find Enmett.

Callis:
Quess monls bark was worse than her bite.

Voshel |

Then Uncle Henry said that if Fan can't handle him then he'd take
hi mon the boat. Now, Uncle Emmett was only 21. He was there the
day | was born. He was 21 the next week. So, papa had hi m down the
well at the barn to clean the well out. Emmett was di pping the
buckets, and the man'd pull it up and spill water back on him They
got the well clean, then went to dinner. I was born 11:00 in the
norni ng. Emmett was supposed to be watchi ng Wesl ey. Mot her was
afraid she was going to have one baby, the other one'd fall in a
wel | and dr own.

Callis:
Well Wesley's ny age.

Voshel |

A coupl e of nonths younger. Manma told G anny "wonan, get Emmett a
drink of whiskey." She poured Emmett a shot of whiskey. Y' see he
had to go change his wet clothes, put on clean clothes. So, anyhow,

Aunt Fanny couldn't handle him so Uncle Henry took him aboard the
boat. Uncle Emett told us this when he was living there this
sumrer after Aunt Eva died. He got to be too nuch for the Captain,

so he and the Captain had a row, up here by Canbridge or sonewhere,

comng up the river. So Uncle Emmett told Uncle Henry "Wen | get
to Choptank, |I'mgoing ashore.” A d Captain "No, you can't do that,

" myour guardian. |I'lIl just show you. I'll be on the gangpl ank"

Said "I don't care where you are, |I'mgoing ashore, if | have to
junp overboard and sw m ashore."” So, the old Captain knew he was
slicked. He got up past Secretary, and he said the old Captain cane

up to him said "Emmett, if | |let you steer, wll you stay with
nme?" Emmett was smart. Ya, he'd let himin that pilot house, get
ahol d of that steering wheel.... So, then Emmett's tooting the

whistle and there's the wire that | ed down to the engine room G ve
it alittle ring. Gve the Engineer signals. So, he's telling the
Engi neer what to do and he's blowi ng the whistle. Uncle Henry got
mad said "I told you, but | ain't gonna |l et you blow the whistle,
and | ain't gonna let you tell the Engi neer what to do." So,
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They're com ng down the river from Denton, or from Tuckahoe. And
t he Captain would shave then lay on his bunk and take a nap. And
t hey come down. And when they get to Dover Bridge, Uncle Henry'd
wake up and he'd blow the whistle for the nman to open the draw, and
ring the Engineer to cut the power off. Let her float through the
draw. So, this day Uncle Henry overslept. Emett's ahold of the
wheel , and she's w de open. And of course he couldn't blowthe
whistle. He didn't want to. And he couldn't tell the Engineer to
sl ow down, and he didn't want to. And the draw was open. The guy
had opened the draw because he saw the boat com ng. And he took his
sights and he was going through that draw at full speed. He said he
was doing pretty well. The river was fairly calm but the stern of
t he boat snubbed the bridge. He said the Captain conme out of that
bunk li ke a hornet's nest 'been hit with a clod. Said they al nbst
run over the railroad bridge before Uncle Henry could tell the
Engi neer to cut the power off.

Callis:
Wasn't the mate in the pilot house?

Voshel | :
| don't know

Cal lis:
There's be a first and second mate there.

Voshel |
But he did | eave Uncle Henry, because he worked on an ocean |iner.

Cal l'is:
He did?

Voshel |
Ya. He said. And he worked the tugboats in New York Harbor

Callis:
For goodness sake, | didn't know all that.

Voshel | :

And he worked the street cars in Philadel phia. And he wasn't 21
until Lonbard. And all that happened before, because 1904 Mot her
sold himher half of the farm So Enmett was the hottest one | ever
knew. What he couldn't do wasn't worth doing.

Callis:
Did he have 13 kids? | think he did.

Voshel | :
Ya, Aunt Eva got 13. Maybe he got another one on the side. He was
a nice man t hough Est her.
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Callis:

Oh, ya, | was fond of Emett.

Voshel | :

He was honest and right. You know, | believe nother just about give

hi m her half of the farm ' Cause she and papa could go in there,

and it'd be better than hi munder grandpa. She had half the farm

and it was paid for. But she wouldn't do it. She wanted Emett to
cone honme and get to own that farm So when he conme home, and he
got 21 he wanted it, she nust have let himhave it real cheap. | do
remenber he'd come over, pay her noney when he sold his tonatoes.

That's after | can renmenber

Callis:
He did pay her, then?

Voshel |

Ya, I'msure he did. Anyhow, Aunt Eva died in Christms week 1951
Being Emmett, he had a sale. He sold everything he had, and he drew
the biggest crowd that Poplar Neck ever had. Until he had nothing

to sell. There had been a house full of goods. Well Mmsaid, they
said "I should have that, | want this, | want that," "Well | ook
girls, I want you to have all of this, but a public sale is fair

for everybody. Now, if you got sonething that nmomintended you to
have, then you just outbid your sister, and if she outbids you,

don't be nad with her, be nad with yourself because you didn't put
another bid on.” Now that's sense talking. A right. They up, sold
everything in the house. And Leonard Col by, see he was cousin to us
anyhow, he was good auctioneer, he makes the announcenent " Ok now
we're done with the household, were going to sell the tractor, the
di scs, the plow, one thing, another and then we're gonna sell the
farm" And old Schnooks Bl ades was under the little shed where the
wel | was, 'cause Charles had dug a brick well. And there was a
little dairy house there, and there was a shed over that well.

Schnook' s standi ng under that. LlIoyd Cannon was Across the road
with ne on the wood pile. And old Schnooks hollers at ne, he says,

man made Preston Trucking, and their payroll is better than 2
mllion a week.

Dodds:
Ya, big conpany.

Voshel | :

He's a man that nmade it. So He's hollering across at ne "Hey Bill
Said he's gonna sell the farm You know, you got that in your
pocket now. " A d Cannon turned around and wal ked honme. He wasn't a
bi dder. So then they got ready to sell the farm There is two or
three bidders well, we were gonna buy it, no matter what it costs.
And Leonard couldn't git" embut 8 000. They wanted 10. It was worth
10. They wanted 10. He hoped for 12, because he had Cannon and ne
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bi ddi ng agai nst one anot her, But Cannon didn't bid it. | don't know
what Cannon's so dunmb for, but he went hone, course he'd nmade us
pay nore for it, but I wasn't gonna miss Charles's farm And old
Leonard he hollers around "8, 000...8,000," boy he couldn't get
anybody to say a word. Uncle Emett's standing there. He was sober.

Under the drips of the barn, you know, a little rain, had his
corduroy coat over him Didn't have his arms in the sleeves. You
know Emmett. He expected Enmett to say "No sale." And Emrett | eans
over, spits tobacco, drips com ng down, splattering on his toes,

said "Who's bidding, WIlian?" "Yup." "Let himhave it."

Callis:
Meani ng you.

Voshel | :
| call that an honest nman. | wish |I'd given himanother $2, 000.

Call is:
Last tine | saw Emmett, | stopped in, | guess it nust have been
back in the 40s. Wien did he nove to ny grandfather's farnf

Voshel | :
1926.

Callis:
1926 he noved to ..

Voshel |
The twins were born in 1925, March, and Jimy was born down there
in 27, July.

Callis:

VWile he lived on our farm he still had his.
Voshel |

Ya.

Callis:

So he kept his '"till after Eva died.

Voshel | :

When she died, Enmett selled it. You know, Enmett was either up 't
the top or on the bottom

Callis:
Well, where did he go after she died? Did he sell our farm too?

Voshel | :
No. He sold that before.
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Callis:
The last tine | saw him he was sitting on.... I'd stopped in at
Fred and Murray's. That nmust have been in the 40's, because it was

while | was over in Queen Anne. And he was sitting on the edge of
t he porch.

Voshel |

You and Gene stopped in there?

Callis:

No, It was while | was living over in Caroline, over in Queen
Anne's. CGene wasn't there. | had a house guest, and we stopped in

to see Fred and Marie. Enmett was there. He was setting on the edge
of the porch. Wiere did he live after he sold all of these
properties? Wiere did he live after he sold all of his properties?
VWen did he die? Wien did Ermett die?

Voshel |
54.

Callis:
So, he didn't live very |ong?

Voshel |
Sold his farmin 52, and he died in 54.

Callis:
Where'd he live after he sold all his....

Voshel | :

Oh, Well he come to our house. Then he found out he had di abetes.
He want ed Rebecca to give himhis shots. She said "you got 4
daughters, go to one of them She ran himoff. That hurt his
feelings. So, he left.

Callis:
Aw,

Voshel | :
So he went over to Marie's; pulled his trailer over into the
backyar d.

Callis:

| didn't know what becanme of him

Voshel | :

But he left Aunt Eva once you know. Went to Dr. Lenon. He lived
upstairs in the chicken house in a paid room | bet a thousand

times he wi shed he hadn't gone there, but he's too stubborn to go
back. A d Lenon was a hard one, too. Francis cane hone fromthe
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army. And every tinme she got a dollar, Francis'd take it away from
her. So he quit giving her noney. He goes over to Lenon's to tend
to his chickens. O course Aunt Eva still nmade himgive her noney.
But he was a pretty good guy.

Callis:
VWhat's that, a marker?

Dodds:
This is just a copy of the front of the book that was witten on
Chopt ank. How |l ong did you live in Choptank?

Callis:

I lived there eight years, and then....
Voshel | :

She lived on a farm [I'll showit to you.
Callis:

My father never remarried after ny nother died. He remained in
Baltinore. He was in business there. Wien | was about 11, he felt
that I should go to a city school, and that sort of thing. So, he
bought a house in a suburb of Baltinore, and we all noved to
Bal ti nore, including ny great grandnother. She was still living.

Ya, she didn't die until 1922. My grandfather and grandnother, and
nmy great-grandnother, and nme. We all noved in with ny father

Dodds:

Is that right?

Callis:

Well, he lived alone in an apartnent.
Dodds:

Quite a change from Choptank and Bal ti nore.

Voshel |
| think Dorthy Dooland cane to school in 1912.

Callis:
And t he Dool ands rented our farm

Voshel |
| think Dorothy started school in 1912.

Callis:
Somewher e al ong there.

Voshel | :
| think she was the only one going to school.



Oal Hstory 35 17

Callis:
No, Dorothy wasn't the only one.

Voshel | :
She's younger than | am

Callis:
She went to Popl ar Neck.

Voshel |
Oh she di d?

Callis:
Dor ot hy, and what was the other one's nanme? Ch, well. Anyway...

Voshel | :
Virginia? No. She had a sister Virginia.

Callis:
Wel |, Dorothy was along ny age, WIliam

Voshel | :
Is who older than | anf

Callis:
Ya, we went to Poplar Neck. One room school house, out on the county
road. (laughs) | loved it. | learned nore there than | did in the

city school s.

Voshel |
That's where nother learned to wite. That's nother's hand witing.

Callis:
She went to Poplar Neck schools, too.

Voshel |
"Mss Judy Kelly." Look at that. That's good handwriti ng.

Callis:
Mss Ella Harri son was there when | was there.

Voshel | :
Mss Ella Harrison was your teacher?

Callis:
Ya.

Voshel | :
Wel |, you had a good teacher.
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Callis:
| sure did.

Voshel | :
Better than you got in Choptank

Callis:

| went to Choptank schools. W |ived between the two school s.
Chopt ank was a two-room school house, thank you. And the Voshell's

all went to that school. | went to Poplar Neck. Well, they thought
t hat maybe |1'd better go to Choptank. So, | was transferred to
Choptank. | hated it. | wanted to go back to Poplar Neck.

Voshel |

You quit and went back.

Callis:
| did. | only stayed two weeks.

Voshel | :
First time | went to school was Septenber 6, 1909. And you were
going to school there. Then you quit.

Callis:
Ya, | guess that's about the tinme | did that.

Voshel | :
Ml dred Fluharty was there too. You renenber her?

Callis:
| don't renember. M ss Gosal ee. Goslee, or sonmething like that, was
the teacher. She was one of our teachers.

Voshel |

Mss Glette was our teacher

Callis:

Glette was one, ya. Goslee was the other. | didn't |like either one
of them | don't renenber you being there, but Wesley.

Voshel |

You were only there a few weeks, and then you went back

Dodds:

| was in Choptank, about a week and a half ago. | spoke to Estelle
Wi ght.

Callis:

Ch, Mercy. She's still living?
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Dodds:
She's 97 years ol d.

Callis:
She's in this book. 97.

Dodds:
She is still living in the house.

Voshel |
When's her birthday?

Dodds:

| don't know.

Callis:

["I'l tell youin a mnute if you want to know.

Dodds:

Ya, she had a fall not too | ong ago, and they had a nurse in with
her, keeping an eye on her. | think they were trying to talk her

into a nursing home, but she doesn't want to nove. She told ne
about the school. The Choptank school, the Daniels school.

Voshel |
And she's 97.

Dodds:
97. She's been living in that house for 95 years.

Voshel |
| don't think she was born there. Did she say that she was?

Dodds:
No, She's lived there all but two years in that house.

Callis:
Was she Jimmy's daughter or Walter's?

Voshel | :
Jimmy's. There was Nelly, Stell, and Myra. Then Walter had 5
daughters

Callis:
Mary. .

Voshel | :
Mary, Louise, Dot, Anna. And Anna's still |iving.

Callis:
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Anna is. How 'bout Mary?

Voshel | :
Mary's still Iiving.

Callis:
She was living in Salisbury, the last thing I heard of her.

Dodds:

I guess Mss Wight would have been born in 1890. She's 97 now. She
was telling me that she rode on the Mnnie Weeler many tines.

Callis:
Sure she did

Dodds:

You nentioned that you were al so on board her do you ... how well do

¥OE remenber that boat? Do you renenber what the inside | ooked
i ke?

Cal lis:

The typical steanboat is all | can say.

Dodds:

Ya. Did you travel in and out of Baltinore?

Cal lis:

Ch, vyes.

Dodds:

Ya.

Callis:

See, those boats stopped running when | was quite young, So.
Dodds:

Ya.

Callis:

So, | don't have a very vivid nenory of them Because | think they

cane up the river maybe a couple tines a week naybe. The BC&A
bought them out. They didn't run very long after they did. |
remenber the Choptank. and the Mnnie Weeler

Dodds:
Then you were obviously were on board when your grandfather was the
Capt ai n.

Cal lis:
Yes. | was never on it after ny grandfather..
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Dodds:
Left. Yes.

Callis:

And then he sort of retired around that tinme. But he did work in
t he sunmer, because from C ai borne to Baltinore the Canbri dge was
the boat that.... People took he train, and went to C ai borne get
on the boat, and went to Baltinore. You did that all in one day,

i nstead of overnight like you did in the riverboats. And then ny
grandfat her was Captain of, they had two boats that they ran in the
sunmrerti me when there was heavy traffic to Ocean City, you see.

Dodds:

Sort of a relief Captain.

Callis:

He was ... well the two boats ran every day, and he was the
Captain.... Wiat was that boat's name? My age is catching up with
me.

Dodds:

Canbridge and the Ired Avon was it?

Callis:

Yes, the Tred Avon. He was Captain of that. And Captain.... \Wo was
the Captain of the Canbridge? | used to know.

Voshel | :

WIllie Perry got to be a Captain.

Callis:

Yes he did. He was First Mate of the Canbridge.

Voshel | :

He was a handsone young nan.

Callis:

Yes he was. Wth that black curly hair, mmm

Dodds:

Wll if you were sailing on the Mnnie Weeler when your

grandf at her, you nust have gotten a little special treatnent, |
suppose.

Callis:
Sure, | got the pilot house.

Dodds:
You got the pilot house? You got the tour? They |et you steer her?
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Callis:

No.

Voshel | :

Well, Aunt Fanny often went and took a trip.
Callis:

Ch we used to go to Baltinore, because, you see, ny father used to
live there. And we'd go up maybe once a nonth or sonething |ike
that. And then there were two other boats, bigger boats, that cane
up the river. They alternated. The Canbridge. no, the Joppa. and
the Avalon. And then they scrapped them and built the Dorchester
and the Talbot. And they couldn't get themthrough the Dover
Bri dge. They were too big for the Dover Bridge.

Dodds:
Sounds like it was a really busy place at one tine.

Callis:

So then, instead of going all the way to Denton, they ended their
trip 1n Choptank, well, Wndy H Il really. They'd lay there, and
turn around, and go back.

Dodds:
One thing that people often renmenber about the steanboats is the

good food they served on them

Callis:
They di d.

Voshel |
Is this Kenner's Esther?

Callis:
Ya.

Dodds:
Do you renenber nmuch about the cargos taken on board or taken off

at Chopt ank?

Callis:
Oh yes, whatever was bei ng shi pped.

Dodds:
VWheat ? Cattl e?

Callis:
Cal ves mainly.

Voshel |
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Do you have any other pictures of your father?

Callis:
Ch dear.

Voshel | :
I never saw nuch of WIllie Perry, but he wasn't as good as Emm tt.

Callis:

Look, WIlliam see that big book on that box? The big bl ack book?
The one right on the box.

Voshel |
He was the great Harry Perry.

Call'is:
| suspect that they' re dusty.

Voshel |
There's Kennersly. | enjoyed our trip there. You know that Wesl ey

and | stopped in there one Sunday?

Cal lis:
Yes, | bet he did.

Voshel |
He showed us WIllianms shotgun. You got it?

Cal lis:
No.

Voshel | :
Sold it?

Cal lis:
No.

Voshel | :
Lost it?

Callis:
No. One of ny nieces, OF whomI|' mvery fond, Gene's N ece really.

Voshel | :
Still got it?

Callis:
He has it. And he cones down.... He |lives over near Annapolis. And
he comes down here near Church Creek, | think, to go goose hunting
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every year. Before you said anything to ne about the gun, | told
himthat he could have it. So, when | broke up, | had to give it to
him because I'd promised it to him | keep prom ses. And | was

sorry afterwards. He conme down to see ne a couple weeks ago, and |
asked hi m about the gun. He said he took it all apart, and cl eaned
it, it was rusty...

Voshel | :
Didn't it have sone gold on it, or sone brass?

Callis:

Brass. It was an english gun. An English trading vessel cane up the
Chopt ank, and Uncle Ri chard who was ny G andfather's Uncle, was
going to California in 1849, to the Gold Rush, and he gave the gun
to ny Gandfather, and that's how cone | had it.

Dodds:
Been around a whil e.

Callis:
It was a single-barrel....

Voshel | :

Richard was Ellis Perry's father. Nat Blade's wife. Wasn't he? Was
that the Richard you were tal king about? Mther called himUncle
Ri ch?

Callis:

No, no. Uncle Richard, no, he wasn't married. He went to
California, and.... H's daughter cane after the earthquake.
Voshel | :

And he left a gun.

Callis:

No, ny G andfather had the gun then. He gave the gun to ny
gr andf at her when he started out in 1849 to go to California. After
the San Franci sco Earthquake, one of his daughters canme to visit.
Cousin. . ..

Voshel |
Your G andnot her brought her over to our house.

Callis:

| guess she did. The earthquake was 1907, and | guess.... Her nane
will come to ne. I"'msorry, nanes escape ne, and then they wll pop
in when | am | east thinking about them WIlIl, anyway, she cane to
visit about 1908, | guess. She told hair-raising stories of the San
Franci sco Eart hquake.
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Dodds:
I'"d i magi ne.

Callis:
That's one of Gene's nieces.

Voshel | :
Who's the pretty girl?

Callis:
That's one of Gene's ni eces.

Voshel | :
Oh, one of Gene's nieces.

Callis:
Yes. Wien she was a bride. She's a Grandnother now. And that's the
ot her ni ece.

Voshel | :
They' re sisters.

Interruption in Tape

Callis:
Did you hear ne WIIlian®

Voshel | :
Ya. | thought he said that the sail boat was up in Marsh Creek. Wes

Seeney was on it. Wes Seeney were gonna go up the Choptank.

Callis:
I don't think that boat could get up Marsh Creek.

Voshel | :
Ch, maybe. Gosh, no, because they had to pole out those creeks.
They couldn't sail

Callis:
The creek wasn't nmuch wider than this creek, so | don't think
they. ...

Dodds:
So he just dropped everything and left?

Voshel |
Ya, and at 14 years old. Wiat'd his famly do?
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Callis:
They didn't know where he was.

Dodds:
They nust have been worried for a long tine.

Callis:
Sure.

Voshel |

They must have known where he went because he went with Wes Seeney.
And Wes Seeney was on the M nnie wheeler with him

Callis:
Carm ne. Captain Carm ne. You ever heard of hinf

Dodds:
Ya.

Voshel | :
Ya.

Callis:

Wel |, Captain Carm nes nother was, | think, ny grandfather's Aunt.
I don't know. It involved a relationship there sonewhere. | know he
was a cousin of ny grandfather.

Dodds:
|'"ve just been witing to the descendants of the Carmne famly in
Cal i fornia.

Callis:
They're 1IN California now?

Dodds:
Ya. Sonme of them are anyway. Trying to renenber the | ast nane.

Callis:
Benson?

Dodds:
No. Its not Benson, although | do correspond with a Benson.

Callis:
Edward and Crayton?

Dodds:

No. | can't renmenber the nane now. Its a married nane. They cane to
t he nuseum several years ago, because we have a plaque in the
museum to. .
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Callis:

"Course | suppose that there are many younger ones than | am So,
| knew Edward and Crayton

Dodds:
They were interested in Crayton. In fact, Crayton was the Coast
@Quard Admiral

Callis:
That was their Uncle.

Dodds:
Ya.

Callis:
That was Em | ine Benson's brother.

Dodds:

He was the one that interested them because we have a plaque to
him He was a good friend of the museumin the early years. And
apparently we had one letter wong in the plaque, so we had to re-

cast the whole plaque. It cost us about $250.00 to have that done.

But anyway, that was the way | got to neet them | brought ny
canera with me. Mnd if | take a picture of your G andfather?
Bﬁcause this is the original picture that was used, wasn't it? For
the a...

Callis:
St eanboat books.

Dodds:
Ya.

Voshel | :
We got a picture of himwith his white nustache.

Callis:

Ya, | have one, too, but | don't know where it is. It's in that
box, no doubt. See that box over there? that is full of pictures of
ever ybody.

Dodds:
Thi s wooden box?

Callis:
Yes.

Dodds:
This is a nice picture of him | like that. But | think there's

enough light in here to make it.
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Voshel | :

Adive Deneau drew that. See she got all of WIllie. You can't see
it. That's Sally Perry's, or maybe Tom Deneau's daughter.

Callis:
Tom Deneau. |s he around ny age?

Voshel | :
He married Bill Ed Perry's daughter.

Callis:
Who's Bill Ed Perry?

Voshel | :

He's cousin to Wlliam Cousin to Uncle Henry, and Charles Wesley.
David. Bill Ed went to the arny with our G andfather. Qur
gr andf at her was Charl es \Wesl ey.

Callis:
Charl es Wesl ey was our G andfather, | know that.

Voshel | :

He was 17 in Septenber, and he went to join Abe's arny in COctober.
Bill Ed went with him This is Bill Ed' s granddaughter that drew
that boat. She lives in Choptank. | thought you knew that. You know
M | es Deneau?

Callis:
Certainly I know M| es Deneau.

Voshel | :
Wll, that's Mles's sister.

Callis:
.

Voshel | :
Drew t hat boat.

Callis:
Mles sister?

Voshel | :
Ya.

Callis:
That woul d make her around ny age.

Voshel | :
No, she's about Rebecca's age.
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Callis:
Wl |, same generation.

Voshel | :
Ya. Same generation

Callis:
He and Tom Ml es Deneau, and.... Wiat was his brother's nane?

Voshel |
Lee. Lee died of tubercul osis.

Cal lis:
Lee.

Voshel | :
They went to Poplar Neck school with you.

Callis:
Sure they did. And there were two Coveys, Jim Covey's boys, that
went to school with ne.

Voshel | :
Lee and Nel son

Callis:

Nel son. Yes.

Voshel |

Nel son's still living. He's nother's first cousin. But he's not as
good as we Perrys, so.... | think he's onthe |lift alittle.
Callis:

Onthe lift?

Voshel |

He's around Perry's age, O he's between Perry and ne.
Callis:

Ya, | guess he is. | know he went to school when I did.
Voshel |

Nel son di d? Oh ya.

Callis:
And Fred. Wasn't there a Fred?

Voshel | :
Fred who?
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Callis:
Fred Covey.

Voshel | :
Covey?

Cal lis:
Ya.

Voshel | :
G ay

Callis:
Gray, and Lee. They're the ones. There were two of them | know.

Voshel | :
Lee was a year younger than Wesley, and | think Nelson was a year
younger than | am Gay was a year younger than Perry.

Callis:
I know they went to school when | did. Lee and Perry. Lee and G ay.

Voshel | :

I guess that Elizabeth Sanders got that old Wight Bible.
Callis:

I don't know the Wi ghts.

End of Side One

Voshel | :
Qur G andf athers were cousi ns.

Callis:
Ya.

Voshel | :
Your Grandfather, our G andfather, and AQive's G andfat her.

Callis:
Now wait a mnute. Which WIly did she marry? Art WIlly?

Voshel | :
No. That's a WIIly bunch that canme up from Canbri dge.

Callis:
V\éllh, the Wllys, Monroe WIlly, Art WIly's nother, she was a
Wi ght.
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Voshel | :
She was a Wi ght.

Callis:
She's Uncl e John's daughter.

Voshel |
She was John's daughter. Ya.

Callis:
John Wight. Lived in Choptank.

Dodds:

Ebm10ften did your Grandfather get honme when he was working on the
oat s?

Callis:
Well, he'd get hone.... If he cane up the Choptank River, we'd go
down to the wharf to see him

Voshel | :
He' d probably wal k on up honme while the boat was tying up

Callis:
Ya. But, when he was on the Tred Avon, of course, he didn't get
home as often. He'd get, | think, every other weekend. | don't know

exactly. He was hone all the tine in the winter. It was only in the
summer that he was on that boat, and sonetines during harvesting
season, peached, and potatoes, and things like that. He'd take a
boat and go down to the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and haul them

Dodds:
Wearing his Captain uniform when...

Callis:
Ch, sure.

Dodds:
Must have been pretty inpressive, |'d inmagine

Callis:
Ya (| aughs).

Dodds:
Especially to young peopl e.

Callis:

| used to love it. Y see, ny great grandnother used to live with
us, and she had two sons, Uncle Charlie and Uncle Joe. Well, Uncle
Joe was a mariner, too, in a way. He was an Engi neer on the
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Merchants and M ners Line boats.

Dodds:
Ya. Steanboats.

Callis:

He used to go to Boston, | think. Once in a while Uncle Charlie and
Uncl e Joe would cone down to see their nother, and if ny
G andf at her was honme, and ny father happened to be there, 0000000,
they' d gather around the sitting roomstove in the winter, and tel
these yarns, and | would sit back in a corner so they wouldn't see
me and send ne to bed (Il aughter).

Dodds:
Must have been fascinating for you

Callis:

It was. Ch, ny G andfather told nme a story, he used to tell ne sea
stories. He'd go up to put ne to bed, and he used to tell ne
stories until 1'd go to sleep. He told nme one, about one tine there
was a hurricane or sonmething, and the top of the nast broke, and
they sent himup with an axe to chop it down, or sonething or the
ot her, and the boat reeled over, and the axe fell overboard, but he
fell on deck. So |I don't know whether that was...

Dodds:

He nust have had....

Callis:

He nmay have had an i nagi nati on.

Dodds:

Ch, | don't know. He did travel quite a bit to becone seasoned,

when he was young. Before he cane back again.

Callis:
Vell, he went to South America with Captain Carmine. | think he
wor ked his way up to First Mate, or something |like that.

Dodds:
Oh. Dd he sail with Captain Carm ne then?

Callis:
Ya.

Dodds:
.

Callis:
Ya. It was his ship that he ran away to.
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Dodds:

I've seen a picture of Captain Carmine's ship. This one was called
the Nellie.. | don't know if that nanme rings any bells.

Callis:

No, it doesn't. A sailing ship?

Dodds:
A sailing ship. She was built before the Cvil War, so she may be
| ong gone by then.

Callis:
Well, it was before the Gvil War that.... He was over 14.... He
was born in 41, that would make it 50 sonething or the other.

Vell, vya, he might have sailed on that. W have a picture of
Captain Carm ne's ship.

Callis:
That's interesting.

Dodds:

Ya, That's froma painting. The people | spoke to you about were
descendants, who live out in California, have a painting of this
ship, and underneath is Captain Carm ne's nane, and the nane of the
shi p.

Callis:
Wl l, Eveline Benson, she was Eveline Carm ne, and she narried a
Benson, and after he died, she married a Wi ght.

Voshel |

Washi ngton Wi ght.

Callis:’

Washi ngton Wight. And she had a son, and his nane was Benjam n.
So, | don't know what's becone of him He was nuch younger than ne.
But the Benson boys were around ny age. And they were a couple
of ... whatever. They were ornery kids in school, and they were

really ornery.

Dodds:
Ya, that's a nice picture. Your G andfather was kind of a stocky
man.

Callis:
Yes.

Dodds:
Big in the shoul ders, ya.
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Callis:
He wasn't a huge man. He wasn't tall

Dodds:
| hear he had a reputation for keeping the crew in line.

Callis:
I think he did.

Dodds:
He didn't take any nonsense.

Cal lis:
No.

Dodds:

Can you think of anything else that m ght be of help? | hope, one
day, to wite an article, or a little booklet, on the Weeler Line,
and your Grandfather will play a big part of that, because he was
probably the nost well known Wheel er Line Captain. Do you want ne
to put that back?

Callis:

Yes. | have sonething else that m ght interest you

Dodds:

I"lI'l nove this stool out of the way.

Callis:

"Course, I'mlooking for it, and I won't be able to find it.

Interruption in Tape
Callis:
| hadn't heard that story.

Voshel | :
It was in the bootl eggi ng days.

Callis:
No, it wasn't.

Voshel |
We asked about him being a soldier, or navy man, and he says "No,
| was bootleggin'."

Callis:
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Eastern Shore was dry then. That |ocal option.

Voshel | :

He was shi pping, he was on sail boats then, and he said that he did
go to the Gulf of Mexico, 'round New Ol eans, and they were hauling
out whi skey, maybe by the barrels.

Callis:
| don't know what they did with it, however, what he did do was;
during the war he ran prisoners.

Voshel | :
No doubt. | don't renenber himtelling that.

Callis:
Prisoners to a prison for ... you know.... | think it was sonmewhere
around Norfolk, Down in Virginia. |'mnot sure just where. Libby
Prison?

Dodds:
Li bby Prison is in R chnond.

Callis:
Li bby Prison

Dodds:
The bi g Confederate prison

Callis:
Then that's where he was. He was hauling prisoners.

Voshel |
They' d probably chain 'em in the hold.

Callis:
| guess so. | don't know. And | guess they were Yankee prisoners
that he was haul i ng.

Dodds:
Yankee prisoners. They said he nmust have had an interesting life in
the early years. Quite a character. Very nice.

Voshel |
Can | take another good look at.... Ch, he's a grown nan here.

Callis:
Ch, yes. He was not a boy.

Dodds:
I'd say in his early 20s. Could take care of hinself by then.
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Cal lis:

Its probably dusty. | don't know what ever happened to the other
side of this.

Dodds:
Ya, they often | ose them

Voshel | :
That's one of the ol dest, Esther, one of the oldest | ever saw.

Dodds:
Probably is. That dates before the Civil War.

Callis:
That's well over a hundred years old, that's for sure.

Dodds:
Ya. Wll, as | said, one day | hope to do a little article, or
wite something on the history of the Weeler Line.

Voshel | :
Well | got this out of a book that you....

Callis:
Well that was a book | let you have....

Voshel | :
And | nailed it back to you.

Callis:
Ya, | have the book, and | can't find it.

Voshel | :
Have to cone back and see you again, Esther

Callis:
Ya.

Voshel | :
I got this out of your book, and | mailed the book back to you. You
were |living in Philadel phia.

Callis:
Is that Captain Weeler? That's Uncle Charlie.

Voshel | :
Ya.

Dodds:
That was out of Steanboating Days. Wasn't it?
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Callis:

Ya. ©Man in Easton wote that. What was his nanme? Wi ghtson or
somet hi ng?

Voshel |

One thing has got on ny mnd the | ast few years. How in the
m schief did all those buildings get built on that farn? Even the
privy was | athed and pl astered.

Callis:
It was, and it had two windows in it.

Voshel |
Who put all those buildings up?

Callis:
Grandpa had t hem done.

Voshel |
| thought the farmwas Uncle Henry's and Aunt Fanny's.

Callis:
It was.

Voshel |
Well, did they borrow noney?

Callis:
I don't know where they got the noney, and |I'm not asking.

Voshel |
| don't know, but that was a great place. They had an eagl e out
over the porch thing.

Callis:
Ya.

Voshel |
That porch was built, and that eagle, all the steanboats then had
an eagle on the pil othouse, and this was an old boat that had
been. ..

Dodds:

Br oken up.

Callis:

Torn apart, or whatever they did with the old ones, and he got that
eagle. | forgot what the name of the boat was. | did know.

Dodds:
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Is the eagle still on the house?

Voshel | :
No, it got knocked down, but we have the...

Callis:
See, Wlliamlives near there. The last time | saw it was when you

t ook us around there, when they had the centennial in Choptank.
That was ' 76.

Voshel |
Boy |I'm sad that Margaret Wi ght died.

Cal lis:
Ya.

Voshel |
I'"d heard about her all ny life, but only two days did | know her.

Callis:
She was quite a gal.

Voshel | :
She was great.

Dodds:
It nust have been nice growing up in that house in Choptank, I'd
I magi ne.

Voshel |
We have a picture of the weathervane.

Callis:
There's a picture of it in there. You want to get that box out?
think its on top. | hope.

Dodds:

That's ok. The house is still standing.

Callis:

The house in Choptank is still there. Its a nice little house. Its

right on the river. It's lovely. Its where ny great-grandparents
lived. And ny Grandfather's place is a nmle out of Choptank, and
that house is still there.

Dodds:
It had a name to it, didn't it?

Callis:
Perry House.
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Voshel | :

There was a weat hervane on the barn with the nane on it. | got
t hat .

Cal lis:
Was it? | didn't know t hat.

Voshel |
Weat her vane on t he barn.

Callis:

Wth Perry on it? | didn't know that. Maybe | couldn't read that.
Voshel | :

It is pretty well shot, but its still got Perry. That nust have
been the barn. It certainly wasn't on the house.

Callis:

Ya, it was on the barn.

Voshel | :

Then there was a wooden water tank, windmll to punp water up to

the top of the barn loft, and they had running water in the house.

Callis:
| guess that we were the first house in the county that had running
water in the bathroom

Dodds:
Real | y?

Voshel | :
Papa built the second one in 1914. And they were so poor all their
lives that | never passed out of the 7th grade.

Callis:

W had that big wooden tank in the barn. W had an artesian well
that was 400 feet deep, | think, and we had a punp in the kitchen,
and we also had a windm || that punped the water up.

Voshel |

Uncle Henry put up atile silo there, and the danmm buggers t hat
bought it bull dozed it down. See, an old tile silo, that's really
a landmark. If i had atile silo, I'd never tear it down.

Callis:

Wasn't everything gone when we passed there 10 years ago, 11 years
ago? Seens to ne there wasn't anything left but the house. W
didn't go up there. You asked if we wanted to go up, but the yard
was full of cars....
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Voshel | :
It makes ne sad to go by there.

Callis:
The yard was full of cars, and | said that I'd love to go, but it
| ooked as though they had conpany, and you know.. .

Dodds:
Ya.

Callis:
.intrude, so...

Voshel |
Grandpa's place, its been raped robbed and nurdered.

Callis:
You took us up there that Sunday that we were down, and the house
was falling down.

Voshel | :
Ya.

Callis:
And | was horrified that you'd let it fall down.

Voshel |
It's not ours. We never owned it.

Callis:
Uncl e Charles's place? You owned the place.

Voshel |
You nmean our farm | took you and Peggy up there.

Callis:
Ya. And the house was falling down, and I was horrified that you'd
let it fall down.

Voshel | :

|'"ve got a picture of that house, and I want olive to re-do it. I'm
going to put dive work, |I've got sone work for her

Callis:

Uncl e Dave's house. Now that burned down. How d that catch fire?

Voshel | :

Rol and Bl ades rented it for his southern col ored people, and they
were burning brush in the front yard, and a spark fell on the
shingles, and they called the fire conpany, and they got it out....
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I don't know where that picture is. | got sonme nade. But O ive can
do that. 'Course you aren't going to get Adive to do things
perfect, but that's not bad. That girl's G andfather and our
G andf at her were cousins. He was a Perry.

Interruption in Tape. Interview Resunes In a Myving Autonobile.

Voshel | :
This is back in the 20s. My younger brother and | were probably 20,
and themin their late teens, and we'd get our fertilizer in the

fall, that we'd put on when we sowed wheat. So this year the
fertilizer cone, and they were shipping it on a sail boat. The
sail boat ties up at the steanboat wharf. | don't know whether they

had any deal with themor not. But they winched the fertilizer up,

and | et on our wagon. W backed a two-horse wagon out to the end of
the wharf. So we were going down after a |oad, and the steanboat
was tied at the wharf at the end of Main Street, taking on canned
goods, tonmtoes. Their schooner was tied at the other wharf, the
farmers getting fertilizer. So, we conme along. Steanboat's tied up
at the Main Street, or the Tanning House Wharf, and the schooner on
the other wharf. | don't know if the schooner had a deal with the
st eanboat conpany or not. Anyhow, Captain Cochrane, Russel Cochrane
was Captain there. That was the | ast of the steanboat days in the
early 20s. So, he comes around the other wharf and he tells the
captain of the schooner that he'd be an hour or so | oadi ng canned
goods. Then he give hima toot, and then he's to drop out in the
stream let himuse the wharf. That old Captain Perry, he woul dn't

toot anything. He'd run the steanboat in there and sunk the
steaner. They m ght have had an agreenent that the sail boat was to
tie up to their wharf. The sail boat was hauling fertilizer cheaper
t han the steanboat conpany, evidently, or he woul dn't have, the
sai | boat woul dn't have been there.

Dodds:
It is hard to believe that there were three wharves there at
Chopt ank.

Voshel |

There were three wharves there in Wheeler's day, but now there
are .... \Wien Weeler quit they only had two wharves. There were
only two wharves in ny day. | can't renenber the third wharf. |
know Phil Adans printing the Mnnie Weeler running in '38. He nust
have been asl eep.



End of Tape
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