Interviewwith M. Harvey MDaniel, Sr. of Severn, Mryl and,
9/ 18/ 87. Present were his wife, Joe Liener and R Dodds.

M. MDani,el was born in Easton in 1916 and started working
on farms at an early age. M. MDaniel worked on dredgeboats
out of Tilghman and al so worked on Del aware Bay dredgeboats.
Boats worked on included the Wllie L. Bennett and Rosie

Par ks.
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Interviewwth M. Harvey Mc Daniel, Sr., 9/18/87. Present were M.
Mc Daniel, his Wfe, Joe Liener, and Ri chard Dodds.

Dodds:
.. .Before we get started, Just ask a few basic questions, |ike when

were you born, where were you born?

M. M Dani el :
| was born in Easton, 1916.

Dodds:
19167

M. M Daniel:
Ya, 1916.

Dodds:
Ch, well, you're still pretty young then (Ms. MDaniel |aughs)

Li ener:
My gosh ya.

M. M Daniel:
Sevent y- one.

Dodds:
You went to school in Easton?

M. M Daniel:
Yes, | went to school in New Chapel.

Dodds:
VWher e?

M. M Daniel:
New Chapel , Maryl and.

Ms. M Daniel:
New Chapel

Dodds:
Ch, New Chapel. I'msorry. Wat, to granmar school ?

Ms. M Dani el
G ammar, yes.

Dodds:
What happened after grammar school finished?
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M. M Daniel:
| didn't go anynore.

Dodds:
Didn't go any further?

Ms. M Daniel:
| think his parents let himgo out and work the farm

Dodds:
Ch, Is that right? Wll a lot of people, back then, they had to
wor k. You couldn't go any further.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, they had quite a large famly.

Dodds:
You had a large famly?

M. M Dani el
Ya. Ei ghteen

Dodds:
Ei ghteen? Ya, that's pretty big. So, you really started working on
farns.

M. M Daniel:
When | was 8.

Dodds:
Eight? Is that right?

M. M Dani el

| used to work for a Reed Hewen out ... [? ] ... road, about three
mles out of Easton. That farmwas Kelly Springfield Balloon
(laughs). That was out by the police station on the right-hand side
bef ore Canbri dge.

Li ener:
Qut there on 50.

Dodds:
Ya.

M. M Daniel:
Kelly Springfield Balloon. That was sone nane, wasn't it?

Dodds:
How | ong did you work on the farnf
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M. M Daniel: .
| worked on the farm' 'till, | guess about 15 years. Went down to

VWhi t man, worked for a fella nanmed Jay Cober.

Li ener:
OCh ny gosh, he's still alive.

Ms. M Daniel:
St opped there once in a while just to see him

Li ener:
Saw he and his wife, they were up to church the other day.

Dodds:
Cober ?

Li ener:
Ya.

Dodds:
How do you spell that?

Ms. M Daniel:
CGOB-E-R

Dodds:
COBER?

Ms. M Daniel:
Yes.

Li ener:
He has a little farmright down bel ow Whitman, towards Sherwood.

Dodds:
Ya.

Li ener: '
Up on Harris Creek.

Ms. M Daniel:
My husband used to go work for himon the farm and | used to go
down, after my husband, and work for her.

Li ener:
"1l bet you knowed all those people down there in Pot Pie.

Ms. M Daniel:

My husband knew them nore than nme, because he |ived around there
for many years.
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M. M Daniel: . _ ]

"d work for himin the sutmertine, and dredge in the winter.
Li ener . . _
Wait till | see him 1'Il tell himl nmet up with you.

Ms. M Daniel:
He' || be so proud and happy....

Li ener:
Ya. He don't nove around as fast as he used to.

M. M Dani el
He used to nove. Jay used to get around. You know he wasn't very

bi g.

Li ener:
No he's smal |

M. M Dani el
He was this big.

Li ener:
Ya, he's smaller than he is.

Dodds:
So you went there to work on the farnf

M. M Daniel:
Yes.

Dodds:
Then how did you get involved with the water, and the dredging
busi ness?

M. M Daniel:
A lot of people | know down in M Daniel, |ike Tormy Tadwel |, and
Barney Adans, then | went dredging with themin the wntertine.

Dodds:
What year did you first start dredgi ng?

M. M Daniel:
No sir, | don't.

Dodds:
Even ... What time was it?

M. M Daniel:
That was pretty far back, when oysters were 35 cents a bushel.
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Dodds: _
How ol d woul d you have been at that tinme?
M. M Daniel:

Must have been about 27.

Dodds:

About 277

M. M Daniel:

Sonething like that.

Ms. M Daniel:

I think it was nuch sooner than that, because when | first nmet you
you was in your 20s then, and you had been dredgi ng a good nmany
years before | net you, the way | understood it.

M. M Daniel:
Maybe it were further

Li ener:
D d you do any tonging?

M. M Daniel:
No sir, just dredging.

Li ener:
You were a dredge man. Ch.

M. M Daniel:

Then me and Rick go to Port Morris in the spring.
Li ener:

Ah Hah!

Dodds:

| told you there was an interesting...

Li ener:
VWhose boats did you work on up there? Do you renenber?

M. M Daniel:
No, | don't, but his boat had a horse on it (Ilaughs).

Dodds:
A horse?

Li ener:
Did Dory Johnson go up with you?
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M. M Daniel:
Dory Johnson?

Li ener:
Ji m Johnson's brot her

M. M Daniel:
Ya.
Li ener:

Did you do spat'in up there too in the spring?

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir.

Li ener:
Ya. | know a bunch of those guys up there, and their boats, too. At
one tine there were over 200 schooners sailed out of Port Mrris.

M. M Daniel:

Yes sir. Wen | was up there they didn't sail. They used power all
the time. Had two big caterpillars laying on each side, and both of
them had to be running when you start. In the norning they'd get
them both into shape. You never used but one. Then it ' d get rough,
and you'd turn the other one on (laughter).

Li ener:
Well, you sailed out of Port Mrris, then, didn't you?

M. M Daniel:

Yes.

Liener: _ _ _

That or Bival ve, whatever you want to call it. Did you ever in to

G eenwi ch, up at Cahanzee[?]?

M. M Daniel:

No.

Li ener:

Didn't make that. Ya all those old places down there, False Egg
| sl and, and Abbots, and.... Did you cross Cross Ledge Light?

M. M Daniel:

Yes. It got rough up there one day, and | saw two boats well up
with water, and sink right behind us. Had about 8 feet of the boat

decked up, and it went and si nked.

Dodds:
How did you get to 'Jersey? 'Cause | know a | ot of boats from here
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went up there, but did you go up by boat?

M. M Daniel:
No sir, we used to drive up

Dodds:
Drive up?

M. M Daniel:
Yes, we would join up with the man up there, and get on his boat up
t here.

Dodds:
You don't renmenber the nanme of the boat, you just renenber they....

M. M Daniel:
Just his horse.

Li ener:
There was a horse up on the forenast.

Dodds:
On the foremast?

Li ener:
Ya. Li ke a weat hervane.

M. M Daniel:
Ya, that was a horse.

Dodds:
They had these here down on the bay, too.

Li ener:
Vell, they had all kinds of stuff. One of them had a finger
poi nting, a hand up there. Sone of them had a big ball

M. M Daniel:

Sonetines we'd be dredging, and we'd pull up a dead nman in the
dr edge.

Dodds:
Is that right?

M. M Daniel:
Dunp himout and | et himgo back.

Dodds:
You let himgo back in the water?
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M. M Daniel:
The dredge was heavy. The boat would turn around and you had a dead
man in there.

Dodds:
How often did that happen?

M. M Daniel:
Coul d be one a day. 'Lotta people got drowned up there.

Dodds:
Wiere did you stay, M. M Daniel:? Wen you were living up there?

M. M Daniel:
On board the boat.

Dodds:
On board the boat?

M. M Daniel:
Yes, | lived on Tilghman Island then. | nmean Wiitman. |'d conme hone
Friday ni ght and go back Sunday ni ght.

Li ener:
You didn't get on any of the.... The one guy there, he used to feed
four neals a day there on his boats. Johnson's

M. M Daniel:
Ya. Ya. No sir, we had three.

Dodds:
How was the food up there?

M. M Daniel:
[t was good.

Dodds:
It was good?

M. M Daniel:
They' d buy everything on the boats.

Ms. M Daniel:
Probably because they had a good cook.

Li ener:
They fed good.

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir, they feed good on that boat.
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Dodds:
What do they have. I"'mnew to all this, so.... Wat did they have
for breakfast, and....

M. M Daniel:
Eggs and bacon, ham and Pot at oes, Pancakes, anythi ng you want.

Ms. M Daniel:
Was that the same way on the boats down at Til ghman |Island when you
used to get on thenf

M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Dodds:
They were good feeding, ya.

M. M Daniel:
[?l

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, but | was wondering if they fed you pretty nmuch the sane.

Li ener:
i "ve seen them take wheel barrow | oads of yans and sweet pot atoes
down to the wharf, and dunp them on the boat.

Ms. M Daniel:

Didn't ny husband say that they used to really feed them good. What
was that nman's name who you used to buy the food from when you was
at Tilghman's Island? John...

M. M Daniel:
John.... That big store down there. It wasn't on the water.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ri ght down there on the water. Al the dredge Captains used to but
their food fromhimfor to lay on their boats for a week.

Li ener:
O d Faul kner's store?

Ms. M Daniel:
No, it wasn't Faul kners.

Li ener:
You didn't put in to Black Wal nut Cove, then.

M. M Daniel:
Alittle bit. That fella, | can't renmenber his nane, the fella down
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there in Black Wal nut. Do you renenber his nanme? He was strictly a
church man.

Ms. M Daniel:
No, | didn't know you then.

M. M Daniel:

He woul dn't even do nothing wong . He wouldn't catch nothing wong,
or be on the wong bar, or nothing. You know sone of them go out
there, they drop their dredge on the tongers' bed.

Dodds:
s that right?

M. M Daniel:
Strictly with the book.

Dodds:
The boat that you were on, did they do that occasionally?

M. M Daniel:
Oh, ya. Plenty of tinmes. Police boat on this side, and we'd drop
the dredge on that side of the boat (Laughter).

Li ener:
Especially if it was foggy.

M. M Daniel:
if it was foggy, you could go down and turn around, and nake
anot her sweep at it.

Ms. M Daniel:

Tell them about how you used to try to cheat, using your yaw boat
The push boat. You weren't supposed to use it for dredging.
Sonetimes if there wasn't nmuch wi nd, you said that you woul d use
it.

Li ener:

Hel p her al ong.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya.

M. M Daniel:
Then when they got that airplane, then you didn't have nuch chance.
They coul d see a | ong way.

Li ener:
M. Wip in the airplane. He kept his eye on you, didn't he?
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M. M Dani el
Ya (| aughing).

Dodds:
When you were in New Jersey, Did you get paid on a share basis?

M. M Dani el
It was on shares.

Dodds:
It was on shares.

M. M Dani el
On Tilghman's Island it was on shares. But then up in New Jersey
we' d get paid by the week.

Ms. M Dani el
| knew hi mthen when he was up in New Jersey.

Dodds:
What was the pay like? If | may ask

M. M Dani el
Sixty dollars a week.

Dodds:
Sixty dollars a week?

Ms. M Daniel: .
That was in New Jersey. Now tell them about when you was dredgi ng

down here.

M. M Dani el
Getting them shares. One hundred, two hundred, whatever we'd catch

Ms. M Daniel:
So, that was good noney then.

M. M Daniel:
At the worst we got about a dollar a day.

Ms. M Daniel:
What about the tinme when everybody paid so nmuch on their food...

M. M Daniel:
Every body paid for the for and gas, and the boat got a share, and
the rest of it got divided by the crew

Dodds:
That's the traditional way of paying for it.
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M. M Daniel:

Ya, And if you didn't make enough, you didn't get nothing
(I aught er).

Dodds: _ _ _ _
I guess that was incentive to cheat a little bit, too, then.

M. M Daniel:
That's right.

Li ener:
You never went up on the train, did you? You always travel ed by
car?

M. M Daniel:
Al ways travel ed by car, yes sir.

Li ener:

'Cause train would be a little bit round about. You' d have to go up
to Phil adel phia, and cross over to Canden, then get on the train
there and go down to MIliville, or the branch would run out of
MIliville, and Bridgeton sonetines, too.

Ms. M Daniel:
You all used to travel ... You used to go up with how nmany woul d be
in the car when you were going...

M. M Dani el :
Si x.

Dodds:
Is that right?

Ms. M Daniel:
You' d share the ride.

M. M Daniel:
Go there sunday evening, and come back Friday night.

Dodds:
How | ong woul d the season be that you would go up for?

Li ener:
About the same as here.

M. M Dani el :
| think so. | think about 4 nonths.

Dodds:
Four nont hs?
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M. M Dani el
Ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
It ends here in March?

M. M Dani el
Ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
And then you would go right up. It would be until My, or sonething
l'i ke that.

Dodds:
So you only get to see your husband on the weekends for four
nont hs?

Ms. M Daniel:
That's right, and I was hone taking care of the cows and horses.

M. M Daniel:
Renmenber down here the galloper's place in Wiitman? Gall oper's
pl ace?

Li ener:
I've heard themtal k about

M. M Daniel:
That was right down Jay Cuver's [?] Lane.

Li ener:
Ya, on the right-hand side.

Ms. M Daniel:
Goi ng down, right.

M. M Daniel:

Then you see a workboat for that young nan there. On the water
t here. What was her nane?

Ms. M Daniel:
Mss Mary Wlson? Wll Mss Mary WIlson was where | first met you,
and you were dredging then.

M. M Daniel:
Ya, but Walker, | wusually worked on Wal ker's back then

Li ener:
Oh, ya. Wbl ey.
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M. M Dani el :
Yes sir.

Ms. M Daniel:
What was her first nanme? Was an ol d | ady.

M. M Daniel:
They cal |l ed her Wal ker.

Ms. M Daniel:
What was the nane of the man that used to have that barn there? Her
pl ace is right across...

M. M Daniel:
Pet er Kay?

Ms. M Daniel:
... her place is real close there.

Li ener:
You knew Pete Kay too0?

Ms. M Daniel:
Still there?

Li ener:
Oh ya. the place is there. He isn't. No.

Ms. M Daniel:
Her house was a big brick house. | think it used to be a hospital.

Li ener:
Well, partially, ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
Partially.

M. M Daniel:
Thi s Wal ker place you went on to the water.

Li ener:
Ya. He was a |l awyer from Washington. That ' s where Dave Baker |ived.

Ms. M Daniel:
Was that the son who was a | awyer, or her husband? ' Cause we never
nmet her husband.

Li ener:
The husband. The ol d nan.



Oal History 36 15

Ms. M Daniel:
Because we never net him did we Harvey?

Li ener:
Then they had a son, A, see?

Ms. M Daniel:
And a daughter, right.

Li ener:
And he wasn't worth powder to bl ow himout of the door.

Ms. M Daniel:
He was pretty rough, he was.

Li ener:

You knew him (laughter). Man they tore that old place apart inside.
They put an elevator right in the mddle of the house. Al that
ki nd of stuff.

Ms. M Dani el :
It had a ot of roonms to it.

M. M Daniel:
What did they have; 23 roons | think it was.

Ms. M Daniel:

Ya, | think it was 20-sone. | never worked for her. Just keep an
eye on it.
Li ener:

It was 2 1/2 stories.

M. M Dani el :
Ya.

Li ener:
Bi g columms out front.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya.

M. M Daniel:
Geat big... [?] ... and they nmade stalls for it.

Ms. M Daniel:
They say they had separating roons down in there.

M. M Daniel:
They say it used to be a hospital.
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Ms. M Daniel:
He said it was partially one.

Dodds:

How | ong did you go up to New Jersey? How many years did you do
that? Quite a few?

M. M Daniel:
At | east ten

Dodds:
Ten. And this would be the 30s then, too?

Ms. M Daniel:

I"'mtrying to think. J.R is 30 now. And when you started, J.R

wasn't born, so. Harvey | don't think it was quite that | ong,
honey. No, because when we left fromthis way J.R was 6 nonths
ol d, and you had only been going up there for three or four years,
I think, honey, If |I'mnot m staken.

Li ener:

Did you ever neet any of that bunch fromSmthville that used to go
up there for Captain Shells boat? You knew that there was a crew
fromSmthville, you know where |I nean, don't you? Down there t'
Tayl or' s I sl and.

M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Li ener:

And Captain Shell always conme up there and got his crews. | net a
| ot of guys around here who have all been |ike you, dredging up
there in Jersey on those boats, and so forth.

Dodds:
When was the season up there?

Liener:
Starting in Septenber.

Dodds:
Starting in Septenber? Like it down here, pretty much. Wat do you
do in the evenings up there? Anything?

M. M Daniel:
Oh, sit on the boat, play cards.

Dodds:
Pl ay cards.
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Li ener:
He'd rest up (laughter).

M. M Daniel:
Drinking a little bit. Go see sone girls.

Ms. M Daniel:
Watch it now. You might tell ne sonething you don't want to.

M. M Daniel:
You can't catch ne, it was back then (Il aughs).

Li ener:
There were a bunch of people down there in shell piles and down in
t hose shucki ng houses.

Ms. M Daniel:
Well, he carried nme up there a couple of tines to let ne see

Li ener:
Well, that's all gone, now.

Ms. M Daniel:
Al'l gone.

Li ener:

Al'l gone. The only thing they saved was the store, and they noved
that down toward the creek, and they nmade a restaurant and so forth
out of it. Al the rest is leveled off.

Ms. M Daniel:
You' d never know the place if you go back now?

Li ener:
No.

Ms. M Daniel:

You get sone of themlarge shell they used to get, and you carry
t hem hone and use them for sal ad di shes. They had sone big
shel | fi sh.

Li ener:
Sea cl ams.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, | guess that's what you call them

Li ener:
Wll, they're still dredging themup there.
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Ms. M Daniel:
Are they?

Li ener:
Ch, ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya?

M. M Dani el :

But those oysters up there didn't taste like they did on Tilghman' s
Island, did they? Kinda bitter.

Dodds:
Is that right?

M. M Dani el :
Yes, sir.

Dodds:
Definitely a difference?

M. M Daniel:
Yes, sir, they was bitter |ike.

Dodds: _ _ _
Was it kinda rough place up there? I'd imgine it would be.\

M. M Dani el :
It woul d be.

Dodds:
A lotta guys up there. Alot of pretty rough characters.

M. M Daniel:
You keep yourself hidden. Nighttine, you stayed aboard the boat.

Dodds:
Is that right?

M. M Daniel:
If you cone in early then you wal k around.

Ms. M Daniel:
Then you used to, when you was dredging this way, you all used to
put in at Annapolis, too, didn't you?

M. M Daniel:
Ya. Captain John woul d.
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Dodds:
Let's go back down here to Tilghman now. When did you. . you started
out at Tilghman |sland dredgi ng.

M. M Dani el :
Yes.

Dodds:
What boat did you start on

M. M Daniel:
Captain Wade E. Murphy, the WIllie Bennett.

Dodds:
The Wllie J. Bennett?

M. M Daniel:
Ya. Tilghmans Island. Then | went down to Black Walnut ...l can't

think of that guy's nane. But he was strictly a church man. Not hi ng
Wr ong.

Dodds:
Wade E. Murphy wasn't too.... (laughter)

Li ener:
That's young Wade E.'s father that he's tal king about.

M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Li ener:
H m and Bart.

M. M Dani el :

Ya. Bart. Ya, He used to conme on the boat...[?]...
Ms. M Daniel:

Ya.

Li ener:

He hasn't changed nuch, too.

Ms. M Daniel:
There's ny ol dest son on the boat there. You all carried himout
one tinme, didn't you?

M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Dodds:
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Do you renenber the other nmenbers of the crew? The regul ar crew on
board her?

M. M Daniel:
Ya. There was Tom Mc Cower, he was cook, and Gene D ckerson. |
don't renmenber if he was first nate. No. We had 6 nen on the crew

Dodds:
Si x?

M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Ms. M Dani el

Vell, you for one. You got one person, or another person. You can't
remenber the other guys' nanes?

M. M Daniel:
Buddy.

Ms. M Daniel: . . .
was M. Tommy on there? You said himdidn't you?

M. M Dani el
Ya, he was cook.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ch, ya, you did

M. M Daniel:
W had to be down there in the norning 4:00, | used to be there.

Dodds:
Is that right?

M. M Daniel:

Ya, 4:00 in the norning. | was dredging all night when it was bad,
and | didn't have nothing to go in, so | just wal ked to Whitman
t own.

Ms. M Daniel:
"Cause he didn't want to get ne up that time of night.

Dodds:
I's that right?

M. M Daniel:
| leave home at 2:00, | be there at 4.

Dodds:
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Is that right? Leave home at 2 in the norning?

M. M Daniel: _ _
Ya. | used to work on Nat Wlson's farm right down there Tommy, he
shel |l store.

Li ener:
Ya.

M. M Daniel:
Ri ght across the road.

M. M Daniel:
Snow be that deep.

Dodds:
It cold?

M. M Daniel:
It was cold. | had to be there by 4:00.

Dodds:
Wow.

Ms. M Daniel:

My ol dest son and | used to pick himup in the evening. W'd go
down early enough that we could sit, and watch the boats com ng in.
And they would be way out, and you would think that they would cone
right straight on in, but no they would go cut, and go way out, and
then conme about, and then cone in. Ch, it used to take 'em so | ong
to get in, and it was fun watching them

Li ener:
Had to go 'round those flats out there

Ms. M Daniel:

Ya.

Dodds: _

What tinme did you used to get back

M. M Daniel:

Sonetines you'd pull in the creek at sundown. Then sonetines it

woul d take a while.

Ms. M Daniel:
About what tinme would you get in if you were | ate?

M. M Daniel:
'Bout 6.
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Dodds:

Six, ya. 'Cause you'd be waiting around a while waiting to get back
in.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, but npbst of those tinmes, he would have his car. But, |ike he

say, there was sonme of themtines when he woul d have to wal k down,
but that wouldn't be often.

Dodds:

Boy, but that's a good wal k, though. That's a few nmles from
whi t man to..

M. M Daniel:
Seven mles. It didn't take | ong, though, when you' re young. You
run hal f way, and wal k hal f way.

Ms. M Daniel:
He didn't like nme to be on the roads when it was bad, and that's
why he woul d go ahead and wal k.

M. M Daniel:

Well, where | work now, we used to live in Baltinore, Cherry Hill
and | used to work down in Gamouth[?], in the cenment factory, and
| used to work for this man, feed man. So, | used to get up at
Cherry HlIl. Go down to his place, be there at 7:00 in the norning,
and work to 3. Then go down to Baltinore Concrete, and work from
3:30 to 12. But the kid ...Dennis was going to school

Dodds:
That's a | ong day.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya. Dennis wouldn't see him

Li ener:
Now t hey conplain if they have to walk a mle

M. M Daniel:
Kids can't even wal k across the street to catch the bus.

Ms. M Daniel:

He'd get up early in the norning so he could go on his first job,
the kids wouldn't be up. He'd go to work, and when he ate, they
woul dn't see him 'cause when he got in off his second job would be
m dni ght; after mdnight, 'cause you got off at 12. the only tinme
they'd see their dad woul d be Saturdays.

M. M Daniel:
And then sonetinmes they would have nmai nt enance work, and they told
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me "Don't bother getting off the clock.” It'd be 3 or

Dodds:
Is that right?

M. M Daniel:
On a Saturday.

Dodds:
VWOw.

M. M Daniel:
| worked there 20 years, and | was never | ate,

Li ener:
Boy, that's a record.

Ms. M Daniel:
They gave hima pl ague when he retired.

Dodds:
I's that right?

Ms. M Daniel:
They gave him a pl aque, ya.

Dodds:
That's a pretty good record.

M. M Dani el
Never |ate, never |ost a day in 20 years.

Li ener:
That's sonet hi ng.

Dodds:

Never

4: 00.

| ost a day.

23

| guess you had to be pretty young and fit to work on those dredge

boats, then.

M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Dodds:

Day after day. You nust be pretty strong. Ate a |ot,

M. M Dani el :
Ch, vya.

Dodds:
Wal king and all that, exercise.

| guess.
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Ms. M Daniel:
Then he could eat. now he can't eat.

M. M Daniel:
Lot of tines they didn't have no wind. Then we'd lay to and eat al
day | ong.

Ms. M Daniel:
And | used to hear you say you all used to play cards out there
when you couldn't....

M. M Daniel:
Play cards.. ..

Ms. M Daniel:

You used to cone in, and you used to bring ne noney, and |I'd think
"Where'd he get that fronm?" "Well, | won it on the boat." And I
says "Well, | Don't want it because you were ganbling." But, tines
would get a little hard, and | would take it (Ilaughs).

Dodds: _
Did you win nore than you |lost, or the other way around?

M. M Daniel:
You know, it goes and cones.

Li ener:
It would even out after a bit.

M. M Daniel:
Just |like these |lottery nunbers. Sonme would say that they won
$500. 00, but they wouldn't say how nuch they | ost.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, how nmuch they |ost.

Li ener:
Sane as the horse races. You never hear of when they |oose...

M. M Daniel:

That's what we do now. W all clean at the race track right now
That's what |'mdoing right now They re-tarred and poured sone
concrete right around where the stables used to be.

Dodds: .
Wien you used to go out on the Wllie Bennett, Where did you used
to go to dredge; what were the grounds?

M. M Daniel: .
Bl ack Wal nut, | mean Todd's point, and ... Wat's that other bar? Up
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around Cl ai borne. Any place there's oysters. Then after it'd get
rough, we'd have to stay.

Li ener:
You' d duck in sonewheres.

M. M Daniel:
That's right.

Li ener:
Then | guess you ducked in to ... about hal fway down Taylor's Island
many a time.

M. M Daniel:

Sonewhere, ya. You know, | been shipwecked three tines.
Li ener:

Ya?

M. M Daniel:

Ya (laughs). Then you go with the wind. Any place it wants, you go.

Dodds:
Tell us about these wecks you' ve been involved in. What happened
the first tine?

M. M Daniel:

The last time is up here to Annapolis, Up here by where the bridge
is now Before they got the bridge in.

Li ener:
Sandy Poi nt ?

M. M Daniel:

Yes sir. And the Captain, Captain John WIlson, he was in his bunk,
laying in his bunk, and the water kept hitting the boat so hard, he
cone out, he |ooked up, and he said "Pull the sail off." You know
we usually pull the jib off, then tie it up, then pull the sai
off. He couldn't understand that, he said "You ain't got tinme to

wap it. Just pull it off, put stops onit." So, we snatched the
sail down. Then he said "Get the jib." And we got the jib. By that

time, she turned around and draw, and water well up there. Water
well up till the mast wasn't show ng

Ms. M Daniel:
And ny husband couldn't swim

Dodds:
Is that right?
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M. M Daniel:
Ya, but they say all you have to do is get a piece of board about
si x inches, and that hold you up. And we had plenty of boards out
t here (I aughs).

Li ener:
Did you go ashore up there?

M. M Dani el

What ?

Li ener:

Did the boat go ashore up there at Sandy point?

M. M Daniel:

No, it dropped down in a trough, and the wind was bl owi ng so hard,
and i thing he said it was a 35 mle per hour gale, | nmean 65 nmle
gal e, and she whirled right around. Then she popped up. Then he
said "Gve ne a little hand here[?], 'bout a hand here on this

jib." Said "W gonna tag along[?]." Then he tacked enough to get
around Bl oody Point Light, then we had it made (Il aughs).

Dodds:
VWhat boat was this?

M. M Dani el :
Kady Row ?].

Dodds:
The what ?

M. M Daniel:
The Kady Rowf ?] t hat bi g schooner

Li ener:

Kady Row ?).

Dodds:

Kady Row[?] | don't know that name. A schooner?

M. M Daniel:
Captain John Wl son. The Kady Row ?].

Dodds:
She must have been one of the |ast schooners to dredge then, right?

Li ener:
Well, pretty near, | guess.

M. M Dani el :
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She used to be a schooner. She used to have two nmasts, but when he
got it, she only carried one nast.

Li ener:
Ya, he put one nmast in.

Ms. M Dani el

She wasn't one of these real tall ones, the way nost of the dredge
boats, when he used to take me down, |et ne go aboard, see how they
were. You had to bend over, but that one you could stand up strait,
couldn't you.

M. M Daniel:
Ya, You coul d.

Dodds:
Down bel ow, ya, in the cabin.

M. M Daniel:
We'd stop at night in Annapolis.

Dodds:
I n Annapol i s? What about the other two? You nentioned a couple
ot her times you had trouble.

M. M Daniel:

That was down Til ghman, and we couldn't get back down, so we |aid
over in Black Walnut all night. That dredge boat | ooked funny, but
they wouldn't fool with it. They wouldn't fool with the w nd.
Real | y got be stabl e sonewhere

Li ener:
Can't pitch '"emtoo nuch.

M. M Daniel:
No sir. And his yawl boat, when it gets rough you can't use him he
fill up.

Dodds:
Ya. And you can't swim

M. M Daniel:
No.

Dodds:
| guess that's typical of a lot of nen....

M. M Dani el
but, you know |i ke Captain Funny, he cone out from Bl ack Wal nut
Cove one norning early...



Oal History 36 28

Li ener:
This is Funny Parks he's tal ki ng about now.

M. M Daniel:

Ya, He'd cone out there, and just when he got around the corner the
wind hit him He had full sail on. Turned hi mbottons up. So,
everybody could swimbut the cook. He just wal k right around on the
bow and just stood up there (laughter) . Then the people who get
drowned, nost of them good swi mrers (laughs). Me, | can't swim

Li ener:
But, you didn't know any of those five fellows that drowned, the
| ast bunch that drowned down there in Hooper's Straits.

M. M Dani el :

No sir.

Dodds:

What was that, the Agnes?

Li ener: ) _ .

No, that was on the Sommers. | think it was. No, the Acrnes sail ed

out of Foxhol e, and he was bound for Canbri dge.

M. M Dani el :

Yes sir.

Li ener:

You saw the ... did you ever see the nodel we have of the Agnes down
her e?

M. M Daniel:
I don't know nothing about that.

Li ener:
That was a round-stern, single-masted bugeye.

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir.

Li ener:
John B. Harrison built her down Tilghman. You knew himdidn't you?

M. M Dani el :
Yes. Yes.

Li ener:
Capt ai n John?

M. M Dani el :
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Yes sir. That sounds |i ke the nan who was on that was owned t hat
store; John Harri son.

Ms. M Daniel:
Arthur. His nane was Arthur Harrison

Li ener:
The one out on the steanboat wharf.

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir. That was where we'd buy all our groceries.

Li ener:
Ya. Post office out there.

M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
Yes, it was. What was his name?

Li ener:
Art hur.

Ms. M Daniel:

Was he? Now, | used to know a M. Arthur Harrison who used to run
the blacksmth's shop there in Whitman. | used to work for them
But, now |l didn't know he was concerned with the boats.

M. M Daniel:
No, it wasn't himit was another one.

Ms. M Daniel:

| can't think of the man who ... Hi s first name was John, that they
used to buy the food fromfor the boats, and |like you said he had
a post office there. It was right down there where oyster house and
all those places was. Now Faul ki ner had a pl ace, but he was a
little farther over.

Li ener:
Ya, He was on the south side....

End of Side 1 of Tape

Ms. M Daniel:
Was real ly busy.
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M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Ms. M Daniel
That you searched when, you know. \What was the second one?

M. M Daniel:
I can't think of the nanme boat he bought after he got the....

Ms. M Daniel: o
But, you said that the Wllie Bennett.

M. M Daniel:
The one we bought.

Ms. M Daniel:
M. Mirphy bought it.

M. M Dani el :

Ya.

Ms. M Daniel:

And you still dredged on it.

M. M Dani el :

Ya.

Li ener:

She wasn't built in Baltinmore. She was built down. . .John Brandford

built her, down in...

Dodds:
The Wllie J. Bennett you nean?

Li ener:
Ya, down there in Everness [?], back of Fairnount.

Ms. M Daniel:
And they had it wong in the book, then, didn't they?

Li ener:
Ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
They made it in Baltinore.

Li ener:
Ya. That was built down there.

Ms. M Daniel:
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There was sone other little word there, but | couldn't nake that
out. It had enclosed, and then they had Baltinore behind it. Mybe
that is what they was saying.

Dodds:
Whi ch was the boat that you took shares in?

M. M Daniel:
The W1llie Bennett.

Dodds:
It was the Wllie Bennett?

M. M Dani el :
Ya.

Li ener:
Built in Everness [7?].

Ms. M Daniel
Ch, ya. See | couldn't make that little word out in between there.

Li ener:

See, there was at Baltinore, up the Bay here; |Inverness was anot her
pl ace just outside Baltinore, but the one where this was built was
down the Eastern Shore, down there toward Fairnmount. You know, they
had an Upper Fairnmount and a Lower Fairnount, and that was John
Brandford' s place, down there at Fishing Island.

Dodds:
Fi shi ng | sl and.

Ms. M Daniel:
How about that.

Dodds:

You said that you bought shares in the boat. Who did you go in
with?

M. M Daniel:
Tommy Cal dwel |, and a fella nanmed Bunny.

Dodds:
So, the three of you owned her?

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir, three of us, ya.

Dodds:
How... It is of interest that not too many people have gone in like
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that. Did you make any noney fromthe boat?

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir. we done pretty good.

Dodds:
D d you?

M. M Daniel:Yes sir

Dodds:
Thi s was back when?

M. M Dani el :
Par don?

Ms. M Daniel:
About how many years was that, do you renenber, before | nmet you?

M. M Dani el :
No.

Ms. M Daniel:
| met him back when ny son was three years old, and he was born in
1942,

Dodds:
Could it have been in the thirties, then?

Ms. M Daniel:
It had to, probably.

M. M Daniel:
It had to be.

Dodds:
It was during the Depression, then

Ms. M Daniel:
Harvey, how many years did you own your share in the boat?

M. M Daniel:
| wouldn't exactly know that.

Ms. M Daniel:
You don't know for sure, no.

Dodds:
That was a tough tine to be maki ng any noney, back then.
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M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Ms. M Dani el

Ya.

Dodds:

Yes. 'Course were you still able to dredge your limt?

M. M Dani el

Yes sir.

Dodds:

|'d i magi ne. The problemtoday, | think nost boats they go out

there, there's not enough oysters out there any nore to nake their
l[imt. But, you never had any nuch trouble getting...

M. M Dani el
No sir.

Ms. M Daniel:
Seens |like then the oysters were quite plentiful.

M. M Daniel:
Ya, like | told you, when | first went with Wade E., we used to go
out there, and we'd catch 300 a day.

Dodds:
Ya.

M. M Daniel:
Three hundred a day. And then, | guess it'd take you about a week
NOW.

Li ener:
Ya. Wll the limt is 150 now.

M. M Daniel:
Ch, another limt.

Li ener:
Then you could pile the deck up, and | ay

er into the hol d.

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir. Catch 300 a day, and you....

Ms. M Daniel:
Then the problem too, was that they had to be a certain size.

M. M Daniel:
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They do now, |I'd inagine.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, but | was saying....

M. M Daniel:

Got to be three inches. He got a cup. He conme down and fill that
cup up, and after three inches, then you throw 'em overboard.

Li ener:

Now, Virginia is going to change their size to 2 and 1/2 inches.
How ' bout that? Then there won't be nothing but little pigeon eggs.
You cull "emout...

M. M Daniel:
Thr ee i nches.

Li ener:
... Culls, and cullin teans, and prines, didn't you?

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir.

Li ener:
Sane as over on Del aware Bay.

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir. Then the man cone, the police man cone with his cup.

Ms. M Daniel:
And how nmuch were you getting then, you said, a bushel?

M. M Daniel:
Thirty five cents.

Ms. M Daniel:
Thirty five cents a bushel.

M. M Daniel:
And we used to make anywhere between 80 and 100 and sone a week.

Dodds:
That was consi dered pretty good noney back then, wasn't it?

M. M Daniel:
It was. It was real good noney.

Li ener:
But then your weather would knock sone of it sonetines.
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M. M Daniel:
Ya. Ya. Especially when that hurricane conme through. Oh, the Agnes!
Boy, that was sonething. That sure sent a |lot of boats ashore.

Li ener:
G ve the sail makers sone work

M. M Daniel:
Yes.

Dodds:
So, howd you like it like. | nmean its a pretty tough life.

M. M Daniel:

Ya, that was the coldest job | ever worked on. W used to cone to
work in the norning, the iced by 2" thick on the bowsprit and we' d
have to get that ice off before we could go down by the head. And

it was cold themw nters. 'Cause | used to, | worked down there
to.... What was that boat down here in Oxford that go across to
Bel | evue? | worked down here to Bell evue, and sone nornings, | used

to work in the stables. What we'd be doing we'd be catching the
water fromthose big horses for taking and pour it in barrels, and
they say send it to New York, for pregnant wonen (laughs). That's
what they said they did with it. And that's what job | wants, just
standi ng there all night and catch water. They had so many horses,

and in the norning I'd open the top door, and the snow cone right
in, Rght in the top door.

Dodds:
You had sone tough w nters back then

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir.

Li ener:
You worked there for M. Valliant.

M. M Daniel:
Ya. Bel |l evue

Dodds:
What boat d'you |ike best?

M. M Daniel:
Katie Row.

Dodds:
Kati e Row?

M. M Dani el :
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Yes sir. She was a big boat, and Captain John WIson, he was nice
to work with, too.

Dodds:
Real | y?

M. M Dani el
He said he drove Chesapeake Bay for forty years, and he was 80-
sonet hing then

Dodds:
Ya?

M. M Dani el
(laughs) You know Captain John W/ son?

Li ener:
Ya, before he died.

M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Li ener:
Another old fella down there, John Larrinore, he hung on. He's only
been gone a coupl e years.

M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Ms. M Daniel:
Did you know hi n®

M. M Dani el
No.

Ms. M Daniel:
No, You didn't know himthen

Dodds:
So, you were on the Rosie Parks for a while too, right?

M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Dodds:
It would have been after '55, 'cause she was built in '55.

Ms. M Daniel:
Rosie Parks was built in 1955?
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Ya.

Li ener:
Built three of them all
time.

Dodds:
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at the sane tinme. Wll,

That's a picture of her under sail. A nice color

M. M Daniel:

Boy, that's a pretty boat, isn't it?

Dodds:

She's pretty fast boat, too.

M. M Daniel:

Yes sir. Everything you see, she's in.

Ms. M Dani el :

And it was nanmed for his wfe.

Li ener:
Mot her .

Ms. M Daniel:
Ch, his nother!

Dodds:
That's a picture. ...

Ms. M Daniel:

Ch, that's a picture of his nother.

Dodds:
Ya, apparently.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ch, wow. How ' bout that.

"G ven by Mary AL Hi I,
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roughly the sane

phot o of her.

Whodl awn Par k. "

That's over there close to Baltinore, ya, sonewhere up near

Baltinpre, isn't it.

Dodds:
That's over here.

Ms. M Daniel:

Ya. "Mother of Oville Parks." Ya, that was the nother all right,
"1896." Then she was age 20. How 'bout that. It | ooks |Iike she was

a very small little |ady.
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Dodds:
She may have been, ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
She | ooks like it, ya.

Dodds:
How d you like it on the Rosie Parks?

M. M Dani el
Fi ne. Fine.

Dodds:
Was it?

M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Dodds:
Everyt hing was ok on there?

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir.

Dodds:
Did you know she was here when you canme to the nuseunf

M. M Dani el
Ya. Me and ny son, he was wth nme that day. And that was the first
thing he espied. 'Cause he seen it down Sandy Point.

Ms. M Dani el

Ya.

Dodds:

If | knew you were here that day, | would have taken you on board,
cause you didn't get on board when you were down here.

M. M Dani el

No, they didn't let any of us go on board her.

Dodds:

W will probably be taking her to Sandy Point later this year. If
you're there, maybe you can get aboard her.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, what tinme will that be?

Dodds:
it's usually in the first week of October. Its right in the
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begi nni ng of the dredgi ng season.

Ms. M Daniel

W would. It would be nice to et us know, and like |I was saying to
the gentl eman here, anytine you all feel you would |ike to cone
over and talk, you're welcone to. W just felt that we were naking
it easier for you.

Dodds:
Sure, you made it nuch easier. We didn't have to go anywhere.

Li ener:
It was doggone nice of you to cone up

Dodds:
when you were dredging on the Rosie., Wwhere did she go?

M. M Daniel:
He'd go the sane place: Black Wl nut.

Dodds:
Bl ack \Wal nut ?

M. M Daniel:
Then we had little bars just around, then they used to come up here
to Annapolis, Sandy Point.

Dodds:
Was the oysters getting scarce then? | guess this would be the 50s,
the late 50s. Were they starting....

M. M Daniel:
Forty sonething, wasn't it?

Ms. M Daniel:

Well, a while before we left fromthis way. That was around, let's
see, J.R was born in 57, he was six nmonths ...l guess that was
pushi ng around 1958. | thought | heard you nention that they were
getting a little scarce. 'Cause, yes, you were still dredging then
When our son was born, he was out on the dredge boat, and sonebody
got the word to him Didn't they?

M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Ms. M Daniel:

And he came into the hospital so excited with his boots on, and nud
on his face (laughter). Then you passed out cigars, you said, to
t he guys on the boat.
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Li ener:
Ch, ny. You must have known a | ot of Deal |slanders, and guys down
t hat way.

M. M Daniel:
Yes.

Li ener:
Dd you ever neet up with M. Al bert Brown, down Deals Island, a
sai | maker?

M. M Daniel:
| can't recall.

Li ener:
You had your work done up here.

M. M Daniel:
Yes.

Li ener:
At Downes-Curtiss, and Pritchard?

M. M Daniel:
Yes sir.

Li ener:
Dave Pritchard?

M. M Daniel:

Yes sir. Down here. Pull up on a rail way.
Li ener:

Ya.

Dodds:

When you first started dredgi ng there nust have been quite a few
boats out there.

M. M Dani el :
Yes.

Dodds:
. .Wor ki ng.

M. M Daniel:
ges sir. There were so many out there they'd hardly have roomto go
y.

Dodds:
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I's that right? Must have been quite a sight.

M. M Daniel:
It was.

Li ener:
Bunch of themin the 50s.

Dodds:
Ya.
M. M Daniel:

When you hit a good bar they'd put the spyglass up and see how big
your pile was, then here they cone.

Ms. M Daniel:
| remenber when we used to live back on Ms. Walker's place, and...

Li ener:
You could | ook right out there.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, |, used to, could go to ny kitchen wi ndow and | could, the
bedroom wi ndow it was, and watch the nen out there working.

Dodds:
s that right?

Ms. M Daniel:
You know, | didn't have a spygl ass, but you could see themthere
working there. It was quite fun, a lot of fun.

Li ener:
Qut there Cooper's Hol |l ow.

Ms. M Daniel:
s that what that was call ed?

Li ener:
Ya.

Dodds:

Do you renenber the nanes of the boats you used to see all the tine
out there?

M. M Dani el :
Not too nuch, no.

Ms. M Daniel:
You were nore interested in the one you were on, | guess.
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Li ener:
The Ford nust have been out there, the Ruby Ford.

M. M Daniel:
Yes.

Li ener:
Seened to be.

Ms. M Daniel:
'Cause | used to ask ny husband when he cone hone that evening, was

he out there. I'd see all those boats, and |I'd ask "Was your boat
out there, too?" Sonetines he said "Ya, we was such and such a one."
But that was hard for ne to tell. It was fun just to watch them

right there working, ya. But it was funny how he said that they
used to find a spot, plenty of oysters....

M. M Daniel:
That pile cone a-raising, then you see the boat cone over.

Li ener:
That fella kept his eye on you, or how quick you went about and
made anot her |i ck.

M. M Daniel:
Then they'd cone around, and the boss would say "Scatter 'em out!
scatter 'emout!"” (laughter).

Dodds:
Did you go out in the spring and plant seed oysters when you were
on the boats?

M. M Dani el :
Yes sir, we did.

Dodds:
Wiere did you used to plant nornally?

Li ener:
That was all according to where the sent themto plant the seed.

Ms. M Daniel:
And | think that was when he went to New Jersey.

M. M Daniel:

New Jersey, ya. They used to drudge and we'd put themthey ground,
t hey had grounds up there. You' d dredge | em and conme on the grounds
and spread 'emout. Down there they always sell '"emto the buy
boat, out to the oyster hatchery downt own.
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Li ener:
Sout hwest Li ne.

M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
So, you didn't plant any.

M. M Daniel:
No, they didn't plant any down here.

Dodds:
When you started were they bringing all the oysters right into the
pier, or they sell them out there.

M. M Dani el
Yes sir, they'd bring themright to Tilghman |Island Oyster House,
And shuck them

Dodds:
Ya, | guess Tilghman Packi ng Conpany was still going strong then

M. M Daniel:
Ya.

Li ener:
Ya, CGeorge Harrison.

M. M Daniel:
CGeorge Harrison

Ms. M Daniel:
Did you all have the buy boats cone right to your boat out there?

M. M Daniel:
Ya, out in the river.

Ms. M Daniel:
They di d.

M. M Daniel:
They was payi ng nore than what the house we sell 'emto.

Dodds:
Is that right?

Li ener:
Well, that saved you a little trip, too.
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M. M Daniel:
Yes it did.

Li ener:
Didn't have to run all the way in.

M. M Dani el :
Didn't have to wait for the other boats to be unl oaded.

Dodds:
| guess a lot of boats cane in together. You had to wait a while
for your turn.

M. M Dani el :
Yes sir.

Li ener:
Lay over. Tie up.

M. M Daniel:

And boy let nme tell you, it used to get cold, too.

Dodds:

| guess your hands were always cold, weren't they?

M. M Daniel:

Yes sir. |I'd take ny oilskins off many tines, they'd stand up j ust

like you was in it. It was cold wi nter then.

Li ener:
You didn't have any forepeak on the Rosie Parks to crawl into.

M. M Dani el :
No sir.

Li ener:
You had to get back there next to the cabin.

M. M Daniel:

Yes sir, and get that little bit of heat com ng out of the
st ovepi pe.

Li ener:

Ya (laughter). See, they had a bunkroom right ahead of the cabin.
That' s not on there any nore. The stovepi pe went through the cabin
bul khead, then on out on the deck, and what heat they got was from
t he stovepi pe goi ng through there.

M. M Daniel:
You take them oil skins off, and they stand right up. I was froze.
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Ms. M Daniel:
So, you didn't undress when you got ready to go to bed at night
when you stayed aboard those boats?

M. M Daniel:
Oh, vya.

Ms. M Daniel:
You undressed? But It would be so cold. | nmean you woul d have to
take your oil skins off.

M. M Daniel:
Ya, we d just have to walk up forward, right to the mast. Had a
l[ittle stove up there.

Dodds:

Do you eat oysters after all that?
M. M Daniel:

Ch, yes sir.

Dodds:

You |i ke oysters?

M. M Daniel:

| don't like "emraw, but | do.
Dodds:

Do you?

Ms. M Daniel:
I Iove crabs, soft crabs, in ny heart.

Dodds:
Is that right?

Ms. M Daniel:
|"ve eaten plenty of themduring ny day, and | still |love 'em

Li ener:
Wllie Bennett had a forepeak on her.

M. M Daniel:
Yes, sir.

Li ener:
You had a little stove up in there.

M. M Daniel:
Yes, sSir.
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Ms. M Daniel
And lots of tinmes when they were dredging for oysters you used to
bring up those fish, those flounders.

Dodds:
Is that right?

Ms. M Daniel
Ya, he used to bring nme flounders in there.

Dodds:
You used to pick up all kinds of odd things in the dredge.

Ms. M Dani el
Ya. Crabs, we used to have those.

Li ener:
Pl enty of stones.

Dodds:
Bottles. Do you renenber anything really unusual that was brought
up, or odd? Apart from dead peopl e occasionally.

M. M Daniel:
That was sonet hing. They's so heavy. Man, that dredge woul d bring
t hem up, that boat turn right around. Captain said "Dead nman in
t hat dredge." Then sonebody'd get to the deck and dunp him then
put hi m back.

Ms. M Dani el
They say that dead weight is heavy.

M. M Daniel:
Its a whole | ot heavier than a dredge of oysters.

Ms. M Dani el
They say that the water's so swift that if sonebody fell overboard
that you couldn't catch em

M. M Daniel:
Just like a [?] the ocean. You see those ocean steaners comng in
The [ ? ] boat.

Dodds:
When did you | eave this area?

Ms. M Dani el

That was sonewhere about '58. Qur youngest son was just 6 nonths
old when we |eft here.
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Dodds:
So you were dredging up until about 1959.

M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Dodds:
Did you mss it after you left?

M. M Dani el
Ch, vya.

Dodds:
D d you?

M. M Daniel:

Then | used to have the asthnma real bad when | was down in
Ti I ghman' s | sl and.

Dodds:
Ast hma?

M. M Dani el
That's right. You know Dr. Reese.

Li ener:
Ya. O d nman Doctor.

M. M Daniel:

Ya. He used to call ne. He said "Look, anytinme you have one of
these attacks,” he had a great big bell, like a farner's bell, he
say "just cone ring that bell and I'Il conme down and give you a
needl e."

Dodds:

Is that right?

M. M Daniel:

| used to be so very bad that | couldn't walk, nearly, to the car.

Dodds:

Is that right?

Ms. M Daniel:

He was trying to farmtoo, you know, get the crops and things in,

intinme to get ready for to go on the dredge boats on Novenber
15th, and he couldn't even carry 5 gallons of gasoline to the
tractor, and | had to get hold of one side, and try to help. He'd
get so short of breath. And then sometinmes |ike one or two o' cl ock
in the norning get short of breath, and we used to get up and drive



Oral History 36 48

down to Dr. Reese's.

M. M Daniel:
Wth the wi ndow down, and ne hol ding ny head out.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, that's right.

Li ener:
O d Doc have to feel around in his pockets to find the right
nmedi ci ne for you? (Laughter)

Ms. M Daniel:
Do you know t he needl es? He never even used to sterilize them

Dodds:
Ch Jesus.

M. M Daniel:
I"'mglad it ain't nowadays, |'d have Al DS.

Li ener:
You're not the only one that tal ked about that.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ch, | thought about that.

M. M Daniel:

What makes it funny, though, his wife never |let himgo nowhere by
hi rsel f, She always with him

Dodds:
Is that right?

Ms. M Daniel:
They used to tell himsays, didn't care what tinme of night or
nmorning it was, just cone.

Li ener:
He was an ol d army Doctor.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, that's what they said.

M. M Daniel:
He was an arny Doctor, ya

Li ener:
He had his pockets stuffed all full of stuff, didn't he? He had to
go fish around to dig out what he wanted. (laughter) Those were
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some characters they had around, wasn't they?

M. M Daniel:
Yes. She used to go to his son, and he said she was pregnant. She
come up with a great big tunor.

Ms. M Daniel:

That guy, he was giving ne nedicine that was too strong for nme, and
I had go di scontinue going to him 'cause his nedicine was maki ng
nme sick.

Li ener:
You renenber when he died, don't you?

Ms. M Daniel:
No. | guess | wasn't here.

Li ener:
Upset that tractor on him

Ms. M Daniel:

That's right, he married into M. Ted Stewart. He used to work for
them and | renenber sonetines they used to have a big cookout, and
they all would be there. Yes |I renenber the young Doctor

Li ener:

He had a farm down there on New Road, and he would go down in the
nmorni ng and fool around on the farm And he was pulling out

fenceposts with this darned tractor, and the thing tripped, and
went over, and he was underneath of it. And he didn't cone back to
the office. They thought "Well, | wonder what's a-matter?" And when
Fhﬁ&jinvestigated somebody came down and found himthere in the

ield.

M. M Daniel:
Those little Ford tractor, they would kinda...[?].

Li ener:
Ya. They'd trip very easy.

M. M Daniel:

If you hook onto sonething too heavy for them they keep on going,
fall right over on you. | used to work for his dad, | nean his wife
Viol et.

Li ener :
Ya.

M. M Daniel:
A turkey man. He raised a | ot of turkeys. Boy, he used to raise
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t hem by the thousands.

Dodds:
So you have pretty good nenories of those days on the dredgeboats?

M. M Dani el
Ch, ya

Ms. M Daniel:

And that's what caused himto di sconti nue working on the
dr edgeboat s, was because of his asthma. So we noved to where we are
over in that area, and it would be better.

Li ener:
And that relieved it?

Ms. M Daniel:

Ya. | had found sonme type of nedicine. | just read it in one of the
New York papers. W had gotten nice work for a famly, people that
used to get those papers. And they had sone type of nedicine they
used to call Mendico [?], and it was supposed to be good for
asthma, and things like that. | went to the drug store, | think it
was in St. Mchaels, and they had it.

Li ener:
A d Doc Hutchins.

Ms. M Dani el

Maybe it was. It was right down that little main Street. And | got
the nedicine, and he had it there, and it was just |ike a patent
nmedi ci ne. They gave it to us right over the counter, and I told him
how to take it, and he used to go on the dredge boats, even up in
New Jersey, and it really hel ped him But then he thought he'd
better get away fromwhere the water was. Then it seenmed l|ike it
was asthma. Then in late years he had an attack here a few years
ago. He was awfully short of breath, and | said to him...

M. M Daniel:

Jhe Doctors were trying to tell me | was snoking cigarettes. | said
| never snoked a cigarette in ny life, Doc." (laughs) Then he said
it was dust then. He had to have sonet hing.

Li ener:

I was wondering whether that concrete place over there you got any
dust there.

M. M Daniel:
Ya, that coul d be.

Ms. M Daniel:
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That's what | was wondering, because he had retired fromthere at
the time, and himand | used to take little short walks to 7-11 at
night, and this particular night he got awmful short of breath, and

he started wal king, and he stopped, and he says "I'11 be alright in
a fewmnutes.” And | said "No. You wait right here, I'll go hone
and get the car, and cone back and get you." | did that, and we got

back. W were living in an apartnment house, and we were on the
third floor, and he had to walk all the way up, and when he got
i nsi de the door, hung over a chair. He said "Just a few n nutes,
I"11 be alright." | said "No, you're going to the hospital." And he
had been to work that day, and he cane in and he changed his
clothes up. So, we didn't have to | oose too nuch tine for himto
change into clean clothes now. Got himover to the hospital, and
they had himthere for a few days before they could find out what
was wong. Finally they found out that he had a blood clot in his
lung, and it was too large to pass. And | think what caused it to
go into there was fromhis breathing. He was breathing so hard, the
oxygen. .

Li ener:
Coul dn't get nothing past that bottl eneck.

Ms. M Dani el

. Right. So, they said, they thought nmaybe that.... First he
hardly said he thought it was asthma. And the Doctor said "No, |
don't think so." Then they tried to say he was snoking. He said no.

But, then we canme to the conclusion that it nmust have been the
pl ant where he was worki ng, because he used to work in the m xer

cleaning it out. And | used to go down there, evenings, sonetines
to carry his dinner down to him The kids and I would go down, foo
around, cause he'd be over there about 3:00. He'd be working there
on the night shift. So, | used to see him He'd cone out of the
m xer. Oh, he'd be dusty all over, and that's what | think it did.

S0, he ended up with a little bit of this enphysema. He was on

medi cati on before, but the Doctor says his breathing has gotten so
much better that they' ve taken himoff of that, but he is on a
bl ood thinner. He has to stay on that. And he goes back every two
to three nonths, for the Doctor to check himover. They said for ne
to listen up for himto start wheezing very nuch, then he's have to
go back on the nedicine. But, sone say that maybe the water did it,

but | don't know, it may have started out a little bit with asthm
You t hi nk maybe?

M. M Daniel:
Ya, | think so. The doctor ... [?] ... marsh was a little different.
The air was |ighter.

Ms. M Dani el
Ya. The air. He said he could do nuch better there.
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Li ener:
You had nore salt air comng off the ocean.

Ms. M Daniel:
Is that what hel ped? Oh.

Li ener:

Ya, see, the ocean is not as far away fromthe bay as when you're
way up here on the Chesapeake Bay. That's a couple hundred nmles
down t here.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, before the ocean.

Dodds:

Are you keeping busy in your retirement?
M. M Daniel:

| get up every norning about 5 or 5:30.
Li ener:

Ch, nmny!

Dodds:

Is that right?

M. M Daniel:

That's right.

Dodds:

A d habits, | guess.

Ms. M Daniel:
Well, he goes down and does his feeding of his cows, and things.
And 8: 00 you start in on your job.

Dodds:
You have a job still?

Ms. M Daniel:
Ya, he's still working.

Li ener:
How many cows do you have to tend?

M. M Dani el :
| have 6.

Li ener:
CGood | ands.
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Interruption in Tape

Li ener:
They don't believe ne about that shoveling oysters.

M. M Daniel:
Oh, man, some people can take that sane pile and make two or three
nore bushels out of it. (laughter)

Dodds:
Wl l, how do you do that? Or is that a trade secret?

M. M Daniel:
Not everybody on the boat will |et you shovel. There are certain
peopl e they want to shovel

Dodds:
Is that right?

M. M Daniel:
You just let "emroll in there, and they just kind of stand up.

Li ener:
Make 'em stand up

Dodds:

Oh | see.

M. M Daniel:

you could hit that tub and watch ' em go down three inches. You just
got to not let '"emtouch nothing. Sonetines they pull it out, you
they pull it out with a ...[?] ... and then it hits against the side

of the boat, and they have to carry it back for nore. (laughter)
Sonme people can nake '"emreally stand up

Ms. M Daniel:
Did you ever shovel any?

M. M Daniel:
Ch, ya. After | got used to it.

Ms. M Daniel:
Ch, you had to learn. (Ilaughs)

Li ener:
That's when, on a buy boat, see, they'd | ook at that bucket when it
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conme over the side, said "alright Cap, send it down here if you
don't think you got a bucket full." So, they dunmp the bucket out on
t he deck, shovel the same oysters back in the bucket, and they have
a shovel ful left over. (laughter) Isn't that right?

M. M Daniel:
That's right, you shovel "emin there easy. (laughter) You got to
know how t o shovel oysters.

Dodds:

You get a few nore bushels out of her, right?
M. M Daniel:

Ya.

Li ener:

Darn Right. If you conplain too nuch, just send the bucket down,
dunmp it out right in front of "em shovel it right back in, and
have sone |eft over. "Now are you satisfied?" (laughter)

Ms. M Daniel:
Just do everything they say, eh?

Li ener:
Ch man.

M. M Daniel: _ _
Some of them when they send "emup they hit the side of the boat,
dropped out that's where it is.

Li ener :
Oh, shake it right down.

Dodds:

I's that right?
M. M Dani el
Yes sir.

Ms. M Daniel: _
A lot of '"emhave to have nade a |l ot of noney like that, all that
extra.

M. M Dani el
Oysters now bringing 4 or 5 dollars a bushel.

Li ener:
How nuch?

M. M Daniel:
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Four or five dollars a bushel.

Li ener:
Oh, nore than that.

Dodds:
More than that.

Li ener:
Ya.

M. M Daniel:
Boy that's a long way from 35 cents, ain't it?

Li ener:
Ya.

Ms. M Daniel: ) )
Ya. | was shopping to make sonmething with crabs, ten or twelve
dol l ars, or sonething.

Li ener:
The crabs shot up to 50 doll ars.

M. M Daniel:
Damm!

Dodds:

Retail, ya.

Ms. M Daniel:
I like those soft crabs, but the ones they have that people bring

around in little trucks, stick on the side to sell, they're so
tiny. I've been used to going out Ilike...
Li ener:

Three and a half inches.

Ms. M Daniel:

Yes. My ol dest son and | used to go out. | used to tell him"You go
out, I'Il be hone later trying to catch on the housework, and I'd
join him mybe it'd be around |unchtine. Oh he'd have done caught

| don't know how nmany hard crabs. Crabs were plentiful at that
tinme. And when |I'd get down there, he'd put the hard crabs in the
box and sit '"emso that the water could kind of seep up in there
for them And we would go on around and start a soft crabbin' . Oh,

we'd catch so many soft crabs that we wouldn't go back and get the
hard crabs. Wasn't that terrible? It was that we used to catch so
many of those things, nice |large ones. And | used to put themin
the freezer in the winter have all the soft crabs |I want. And |
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nmean | arge ones, you know you di p down there, and sonetines you'd
get up two or three.

Li ener:
Now there's the grass that's all gone now, and you can't find them

Ms. M Daniel:

They used to hide in the grass, ya. But you had to be careful
soneti nes. You better not put your fingers down there because you
weren't sure whether it was a hard crab or a soft crab. (laughter)

Li ener:

You woul dn't |ike Sam Dyes. He could pick 'emout 25 foot away. He
had a great big long handle on his crab net. Oh, ya. He could fly
[?) faster than a horse could trot. You nust have known him Had
that old grain boat, the Henrietta Francis.

End of Tape
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