o1,

0}138

Transcript of Tape with Stanley Vansant 11/20/87
Interview by Richard Dodds and Joe Liener

Has it got a cupboard in the corner of it?

Sansant: | don't know.

Dodd: It has a cupboard, not in the corner; | think it's on one of the walls, sits up about this high, comes out about
thisfar.

Vansant: Yea. Most of them, when you walk in, they have, say on the left, would be this cupboard, kind of
catabah(?) and then they would pile wood underneath of it. And then on the right they'd have a little catabah(?)
shelf. That's where they kept their water buckets, see? And then they'd have a stove about midway and two bunks
in the back.

Liener: Yea, two across the stern, | believe.

Vansant: Yea. All that | was ever in looked the same way.

Dodd: And the cupboards were in the corners of these you werein?

Vansant: Yea

Liener: You saw that one down here on Hewes' place? That's a nice little one.
Dodd: Only about 8-foot long.

Vansant: Most of them were 12- to 16-feet. And my father said he used to have one, and they'd haul it down the
river and sail and get the wind right and sail it down, you know.

Dodd: Sail it down?

Vansant: Yea Tow it down behind a sailboat.

Liener: Y ea, that one that Hewes has is the one the Silver Heel towed around the bay here.

Vansant: Then they'd get them down, and they always had the rollers and they'd roll them up on shore.
Liener: They weren't very heavy.

Vansant: But there were alot of them things around.

Dodd: Yea. They had alot in Rock Hall and...

Liener: Yea, every crick had some.
Vansant: And the older people, if the wife died or something like that, that's where they'd wind up, in the shanty.

Liener: Muskrat Row. | showed you pictures of the ones | took up there. Some of them were low in the center and
then the ends were built up.

Vansant: Yea, most of al of them down here were exactly like that. With the raft roof and the scow part stuck out
in front so you could walk on it and then you'd step down.

Liener: Shad fisherman had them up there in the Delaware Bay.
Vansant: Thiswas up in Still Pond Crick, you know they had an article about it.
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Dodd: Yea, | read the article. Were there usually two men or aman and wife in there?

Vansant: No, mostly there would be two men. They mostly used them just for, I'd say, when they were oysters

here and they had to go down Rock Hall and Seton Ranch? and they'd stay a week and then they'd come home on
weekends. That's the way they'd usually work.

Liener: A long while ago there used to be two or three of them in a backyard down in Rock Hall over there toward
the canning house.

Vansant: Y eq, that's right. And the museum in Rock Hall, there's one down there in pretty good shape. Somebody
put a building over it, some kind of shed. Now, they're trying to get it for the Rock Hall Museum, and the man is
going to give it to them, but before he'll give it to them, he'strying to hold that over their head to get a permit to
build another building there but it'stoo close to the road . So they're fighting over that. But if they ever get it
straightened out, | think that Rock Hall will get that. | never saw it, but they tell meit'sin good shape.

Dodd: Ours does need some work on the sides. The siding is starting to come out alittle bit. But al of them really
seem to have asimilar profile.

Vansant: All of them had that half window.
Dodd: Ours has sort of awainscoting on the inside, vertical wainscoting. Was that common too?

Vansant: Y ea. Because the weather board on the side of it didn't keep much of the air out; that wainscoting didn't
keep awhole lot of air out either. If you started afire, it'd open up and the wind would come right through.

Liener: | told you the trick they played on the bunch that came down there to Hope Crick? The siding was made
out of yellow pine with dozens of knotsin it. And the knots fell out, you see. These guys were complaining about
the mosquitoes getting in on them, so they stuck corn cobs and other stuff or another in the knot holes. A couple
from Salem came down there, and the other guys didn't care too much for them. And this one fellow said, "Well, |
guess we oughta kinda go over and pull the plugs on them guys some night.” So they went over and pulled the
cobs and stuff out. Boy the mosquitoes like to eat them up in there.

Vansant: One of the men was up there and they used to play all kind of jokes on one another. They had a 5-inch ?
on the ? you know. One man got real smart and he put one in his chimney pipe. Y ou know they had the pipe come
out the chimney. And he started afire up, and if he didn't have atime with that thing. He didn't know what was
wrong. They smoked him out.

Liener: Yea, they very seldom made the stack go through the roof on account of leaking.
Vansant: Y ea, back in them days they didn't have that fitting.
Liener: And it cost too much to go to atin shop and have one made.

Vansant: But there was quite afew of them. | tell you where there would be alot of them up there up and down
Love Point. That's where the fishermen would fish in the Bay, and they'd come in there and stay overnight.

Dodd: Must have been quite a sight. What happened when they weren't being used in the season. Where were
they stored.

Vansant: Bring them home, store them anywhere they could.
Liener: Maybe row them out and close them out where they were.

Vansant: Back in them days you could put them anywhere. Nobody would complain. But today you can't do
them things, you know.

Liener: | remember seeing one up there across from Rube's Harbor on this side of the bay one time, just hauled up
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on the shore pretty good.

Vansant: Down here that's the way they did. Up on shore so the tides wouldn't get to them.

Dodd: You slept in one of these one time?

Vansant: The onel slept in was down on Love Point. | don't know if it's still there or not. Down at the Gunning
Club where this boatman, | used to guide for him at times. When | left down there about twenty-five years ago we
were still using it, for the guides while we was waiting for the guests to come down. We'd use that, we had the
stove, everything was till left in there all but the bunks. We took the bunks out to give us some more room. They
weren't the most comfortable beds in the world.

Liener: About 30 inches.
Dodd: What did they use in the mattresses, straw or something?

Vansant: Yea. When | was akid, that's all we had was straw mattresses. If somebody had a feather mattress you
was doing all right.

Liener: Hewas living like aking.

Dodd: We have one feature in ours that we can't figure what it is. When you come in the doorway on the right-
hand side; it's made of wood but it looks like it's about this high and it's hollow and it looks like the hollow end
of apole. We thought it might hold the end of afishing pole or something like that. Do you have any idea what it
might be?

Vansant: Would it have ahole?

Dodd: Yea, it's about this high, it's made of wood, and it has a hole about this wide in it about this high and it's
fastened into the side right on the bottom where the floor is.

Liener: How big isthe hole?

Dodd: About so big.

Vansant: |'ve got a push pole over here. Could be a push pole. | don't know whether that would be it or not.
Dodd: Of course, it wouldn't have had the height.

Vansant: This push pole I've got is about 10 to 12 feet.

Liener: Got ahook on one of the crowsfoots?

Vansant: No, it's got alittle flap on there.

Liener: Oh, duck bill.

Vansant: You push it down and it opens up, and you pull it up and straightens up again.

Dodd: These must have disappeared pretty quickly. Seems like there were probably hundreds and hundreds of
them and all of a sudden.

Liener: Most everybody got a car after a bit.

Vansant: That's right, got a car, got motorboats and didn't need them. And then around the shores they got rid of a
lot of wood lying around more or lessin the way. Had no use for them, so most of them got got burned then.

Dodd: Most of the men using them were local men, right?



Vansant: Oh yea. All of them.

/~ Dodd: Who built these shanty boats?

Vansant: Mostly the watermen built them themselves.

Dodd: | guessthey were relatively easy to put up.

Vansant: Oh yea. Just build a scow and put alittle shack on top of it.

Dodd: When they drew them up, obviously, they pulled them up over the top of the high-water mark?

Vansant: Y ea, they'd always carry the rollers right with them. They find enough boards around the shore, put the
rollers under them, and roll them right up there.

Dodd: Muscle power.

Liener: They didn't weigh too much.

Vansant: With nothing inside of them.

Dodd: Ones you remembers all have tarpaper roofs on them?

Vansant: Y ea, and round roof.

Liener: Yea, that Hewes one hasan A roof.

Vansant: Y ea, they rebuilt that a few years back. It must be in real good shape.
Liener: tis. He keeps her all painted up. The kids used to play in there.

Vansant: | knew the man who used to use it. A man by the name of Dickerson, and | don't know how he even
stayed in the thing because he had two boys and they had alittle stove in there, and they slept in there.

Dodd: Joe, | think you said some people lived in these all year round as sort of a home.
Liener: Sure they did.

Vansant: A man, if hiswife died, he'd wind up in a shanty.

Liener: That's most always the way it happened.

Vansant: Y ea, they'd get all the driftwood around. Back in them days they used only alittle bit of water. They'd
get two or three buckets of water, that'd last a week

Dodd: | guessthey lived pretty simply and inexpensively that way.
Vansant: Nobody had any money back in them days anyway.

Liener: | know wherever meadows were backed in along the marsh, along the cricks, they'd put them right on top
of that bank. Y eain Paulsboro, NJ, they had a whole row of them up the crick there.

Vansant: Then when they left here like going up to East Neck Island, they'd put them in a cove somewheres
because they always had the sailboats, and they had to have a harbor for that so they'd try to keep them out of the
harbor.

Liener: Y ea, there was one party that had a little shanty down on Woodbury Crick. They sailed down from Phila-
delphia, they had a ducker, they sailed down from Philadel phiain that little ducker, and then put up in the shanty
for weekends.
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Vansant: They used them for everything.
Dodd: Hunting.

Liener: Muskrat Row. And there was another gang down there, did you ever hear tell of Floodgates down near
Gibbstown? That was right on the marsh. That was a hard bunch in there. They worked at Dupont Powder Works,
and they'd put up in these shanties along there.

Vansant: Y ea, there was a mess of them things around when | was a boy.
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Vans ant:

Vll, | worked on the water, and | got married, of course, when
was 20 years old, and | had a | og canoe. It had an old Palnmer in
it. Then | decided | needed a |larger boat. So, | went and bought
the lunmber, and | carried it hone. My Father, he cone down. He asked
who's gonna build it. | don't have any noney, |'ve got to build it
nmyself. He said "It'd be a pity to waste that good |unber." So,
built it; a 40 foot boat. | put a nodel A Ford init. | was really
speedy then with a nodel A Ford in it. Then ny brother-in-I|aw
wanted one. So, | built hima 40 foot boat, and when | finished
that, | had orders for three nore. And that's been 55 years ago,
and | never been out a day's work since.

Dodds:

You been building themall here?

Vansant :

Oh, | lived up the road here about a quarter mle. W used to bring
"em down on wheels. My wife, she wanted a store, so | built a store
up there. She run the store for 20-sone years. | decided to buy
this place. Wien | cane down here there wasn't nothing down here
but marsh. So, |'ve been here 35 years.

Dodds:

Did you build the shop yourself?

Vansant :

No, | had another man that built the shop. Sonme days |I'd work him
for 50 cents an hour, and | didn't have the noney to do it real

well, either, but its still here and it keeps the rain out

(I aughs). Anyway, ny wife, she kept that store for years. Then we
went up on the highway. We built a right nice place up there. You
know where the blacksmth's place is just before you get into Rock
Hal | ? Right by Martin Lake?

Li ener:
Ch, sure.

Vansant :

We got a big place up there right across the road. my son he was
there 21 years, and | guess he got honesick. He wanted to cone
home, and | guess his boy is taking it over. They started building
fiberglass boats. | notice they have rented the big store out to
sports goods store. So they kept one part, and they build
fibergl ass boats.

Dodds: _
So, how many boats have you built over 55 years?

Vansant :
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Ch. ...

Dodds:
Lost count?

Vansant :
We built 107 in here, 16 foot boats, for one custoner.

Dodds:
107 boats?

Vansant :

Ya, he rented themout. Then we built 70-sonething for another
custoner. They was the two biggest orders we had. They went up to
Pott st own, or somewheres. Then they put electric nbtors on every
one of them

Li ener:
I'I'l be darned.

Vansant :

Ya, 'cause it was in a reservoir. They wouldn't let them put
Eegular notors in 'em They'd often cone in and order 20, nmaybe 25
oats.

Dodds:
Mbst of them were the V-bottom hard chine...

Vans ant:

No, no. They were fl at-bottomrowboats. Then we got sone buil di ng
over on the Delaware River. W built head boats over there. They
went up to 60 feet.

Dodds:

Is that right? Pretty big boats.

Vansant :

So, now Dave's taking care of them Now |l tell "em| don't build
nothing I can't step off the ground in. I can't clinb no nore.
These two boats | built last Spring for two girls.

Dodds:

"Recently announces his retirenent fromthe trade."

Vansant :

Ya. After all themyears. Everybody tells you, you'll never stop
bui | di ng boats, |long as you got a hatchet (l|aughs). About a week
after that a man cone down and brought ne a notor. | told the wfe

that its a good excuse for ne to take and build a boat for ny own
self, and I'lIl go chicken-neckin' next sumrer (laughs). Here's
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anot her picture. Two fellas come down and they asked nme if | could
take 'em oystering sonme day, and I was working on a boat. "If you
got tinme, junp in, I'll take you out now. " So, they got in, and
away we went, and after we got out there, one of "emwas with the
Ti dewat er Fisheries, and the other one worked for the newspaper.
So, they conme up with this. I showed them how to oyster. | nade 4
grabs. Read that article (laughter). | said "I just don't pull on
t hem t hi ngs no nore.

Dodds:
So, you're 78 years old.

Vansant :
Be 79 in Novenber.

Dodds:

You | ook pretty good for 79.

Vansant :

| guess I'mdoing alright. If it weren't for ny knees, I'mfeeling
fine. If I work all day, | can't sleep nights. A photographer took

that picture of ne at work tonging oysters, and he put it in the
contests over in Baltinore sonewhere, and he won first prize with
it.

Li ene
111 be dar ned.

Vansant :
He really had it fixed up nice, with a frane. He brought nme down a

copy of it.

Li ener:
A d Peck, he had a patent tong rig on his boat.

Vansant :
Ya. You wi nded it by hand.

Li ener:
By hand.

Vansant :
| guess you saw this. This cone out. That was ny nmast, when | was
maki ng a nmast for nyself.

Dodds:
Ni ce picture.

Vansant :
This is one of ny boats.
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Li ener:
Boy, the old oysters are really suffering this year, though

Vansant :
Yes, they are.

Dodds:
Where do you get your |unber fronf

Vansant :
When we were building the |arge boats, we got it down to Spicer's.
Down bel ow. . ..

Li ener:
Golden H I I.

Vansant :
| think that they are nostly into electric light poles, and things
like that. But they....

Li ener:
| see you got sone cypress in here.

Vansant :
Ya, that boat's all cypress.

Li ener:
Do you get any fromthat bunch over there in Del aware? The Ani sh

guys.

Vans ant:
We got sonme, but it was just right out of the woods, and it takes
so long for it to dry.

Dodds:
Were nost of your boats built fromyell ow pine?

Vans ant
We used yel |l ow pi ne sides, and cypress bottons. You don't renenber
that, |I'msure.

Dodds:

Quite a few years before ny tine.

Vansant :

I went on the Rock Hall ferry over there, and, of course, | didn't

take the picture, but this is the kind of plane they raced back
then. Jimmy Doolittle, he won the race. | think I wite down that
he went 200-sone mle an hour, and he won the race.
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Li ener:
232.

Vansant :

Ya. Boy when they cane by... | thought he was really traveling
[l aughter). But, | save all kinds of junk.

Dodds:
Well, its good you save 'em

Vansant :

My grandsons, they worked here with ne before they went up on the
hi ghway. And they said "G andad, why don't you throw all that junk
back?" | told "em| knowit's no good, but | just want it. And this
ol d coffeepot, you know those old seine haulers, that's what they
cooked with. We had one old fella here, and they'd set it right on
the fire, and they' d get black. People went ashore to 'em one day,

and they said.... And they was cooking. They used to cook their

neal s right on shore, you know. And this lady said to "em"That's
really a dirty-looking coffeepot.” He's sitting there, and he says
"Lady, Yyou ought to see it on the inside" (laughter). He said
"After...

End of | nterview
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When you conme in the doorway on the right-hand side, there's
a... its made of wood, it's about this high, and it's hollow, and it
| ooks like the hole at the end of a pole. W thought naybe it'd
hold the end of a fishing pole, or sonething |ike that. Do you have
any idea what that m ght be?

Vansant :
What did it have on it, a pole?

Dodds:
Ya, its about this high, and it has a hole about this wide init
And its fastened to the side, right where the floor is.

Li ener:
How bi g's the hol es?

Dodds:
About so big.

Vansant :
|'ve got a push pole, a wooden push pole over here. | don't know
whether it'd be it or not.

Dodds:
Maybe that's it. Although it wouldn't have had the height to....

Vansant :
This push pole is about....

Li ener:
Si xt een foot.

Vansant :
No, the one |'ve got is about 12 foot.

Li ener:
Got a hook on one of the crow s foots?

Vansant :
No, its got alittle flap on there.

Li ener:
A duck bill.

Vansant : ‘ _ _ _
Ya. You push it down, it opens up, and when you pull it up it
strai ghtens out.

Dodds:
These nust have di sappeared pretty quick
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Vansant :
They did. I'll tell you.

Li ener:
Most everybody got a car after a bit.

Vansant :

That's right. They got cars. Then they got notorboats. They didn't

need them Then around the shores they got rid of npbst of 'em

there were a | ot of houses going up, and they got in the way. They
got a wood stove, nost of 'em burned up.

Dodds:
Mbst of the man that used them were | ocal nen.

Vansant :
Ch, ya. Al of them

Dodds:
Who built these, nmpost of these shacks?

Vansant :
Wat er nen.

Dodds:
Waterman built them thensel ves. | guess they were relatively easy
to put up.

Vansant :
Ya, just build a scow, then build a little shack on top.

Dodds:
Wien they drew them up, obviously they put 'em up above the high
wat er mark?

Vansant :
Ya. They'd always carry the rollers right with them They'd al ways
fi nd enough boards around the shore.

Li ener:
A coupl e of old pl anks.

Vansant :
Ya. Put the rollers on "em and roll "emright up there.

Dodds:
Use muscl e power.

Vansant :
Ya.
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Li ener:
They didn't weigh too much.

Vansant :
No, nothing inside 'em

Dodds:
You renmenber all had top gable roofs on them

Vansant :
Ya. Had a round roof.

Li ener:
That one Hawes's got, he's got an A roof on that one.

Vansant :
Has he? They rebuilt that one a few years back. It nust be in real
good shape.

Li ener:
It is. He keeps it all painted up. The kids play in there.

Vansant :

I know the man who used to use it. A man by the nane of D ckerson.
| don't know how he stayed in the thing, because he had two boys,
and he had a little stove in there, and they slept in there.

Dodds:
| think you said that they' re people who live in these all year

around i nstead of a hone.

Li ener:
Sure there'd be.

Vans ant:
Anman if his wife died, nost of the tines he'd wind up in the

shanty.

Li ener:
That's nost always the way it happens.

Vans ant:

Ya. They get all the driftwod around. And in those days you used
only alittle water. So, he'd get two or three buckets of water and
that'd | ast a week.

Dodds: _ _
| guess you live pretty sinply and i nexpensively that way.

Vansant :
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Nobody had any noney back in those days, anyway.

Li ener:

VWerever the neadows were banked in along the marsh, why, they'd
put that right up on top of that bank.

Vans ant
Ya.

Li ener:

Fﬁulsburg, New Jersey, they had a whole row of themup the creek
ere.

Vansant :
VWen they left here, going to East Neck Island, they'd put 'em up
in a cove sonewheres, because they'd al ways have the sail boats.

Theg'd have a harbor for that, so they'd try to get themin the
har bor .

Li ener:

There was one party that had a shanty down there on Wodbury Creek
They sail ed down from Phil adel phia, they had a ducker, and they'd
sail down in that ducker, and put up on that shanty for the
weekends.

Vansant :
They used them for everything.

Dodds:
Hunt i ng.

Li ener:
Muskrat Row. Then there was anot her gang. You ever heard of Fl ood
Gates, down there to G bbst own?

Vansant :
No.

Li ener:

That was right out on the marsh. God damm, that was a hard bunch
down there. They'd work there at DuPont's Power Wrks, and they'd
put up in these shanties along there.

Vansant :
Ya, there was a ness of those things around when | was a boy.

Dodds:
Stanley, when did you start buil ding boats? How di d you get
interested in building boats?
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Interview with Stanl ey Vansant, 11/20/87. Present were M. Vansant,
Ri chard Dodds, and Josef Liener.

Vansant :
...Ya, has it got the cupboard in the corner of it?

Li ener:
| don't know.

Dodds:
It has a cupboard, not in the corner, | think its on one of the
wall's; sits up; it's about this high

Vansant :
Ya, that's right.

Dodds:
Conmes out about this far.

Vans ant

Most of 'em when you walk in "em they have a, say on the left,

woul d be this cupboard. Then they'd pile the wood underneath of it.
And then on the right they'd have a little cattybox shelf. That's
where they kept the water bucket sitting. And then they'd have the
stove about md way, and two bunks in the back.

Li ener:
Across the stern of her.

Vansant :
That's right. Al of them|l was ever in they were the sane way.

Dodds:
Sane way. The cupboards were in the corner in these ones that you

were in.

Vans ant
Ya.

Li ener:
You saw that one down here on the ... oh what's his nane that's got

the | og canoe? ..

Vansant :
Ht wes pl ace.

Li ener
That's a nice little one.
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Vans ant:
That's only about 8' | ong.

Li ener:
Ya.

Vansant :

Most of '"emwas from 12 to 16 feet. My father said that he used to
have one, and they'd oyster down the river, with that sail on it,
they'd get the wind just right, and they'd sail it down.

Dodds:
Sail it down?

Vansant :
Ya, tow it down.

Li ener:
Tow it down. That one that Hawes has, that's the one that the
$liver Heels towed around the Bay here.

Vansant :
Then they'd get 'em down, and they always had the rollers, and
they'd roll 'emup on shore.

Dodds:
Oh, is that how ... k.

Li ener:
Ya, they weren't very heavy.

Dodds:
Ya.

Vansant :
But there are a ot of themthings around.

Dodds:
Ya. We had a ot in Rock Hall....

Li ener:
Every creek had one.

Vans ant:
Ya, every creek up this way had one. And then ol der people, as the
wife died, that's where they'd wind up, in the shanty.

Li ener:
Muskrat Row (| aughs).
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Vansant :
Ya.

Dodds:
Muskr at Row?

Li ener:
| showed you pictures of the ones | took up there. Sone of 'em were
lowin the center, and then the ends were built up higher

Dodds:
Ya.

Vansant :
Most all of 'em down here were exactly like that, see the...

Dodds:
Wth the curved roof.

Vansant :
Ya. And the scow part stuck out in front, and you could walk on it,
and then you'd step down.

Li ener:
Ya, shad fishernmen had 'emup there in the Del aware Bay.

Vansant :

And this was up at Still Pond Creek. They had an article in there
about that.

Dodds:

Ya, | read the article. Tell ne, is it usually two nen, or a man
and a wife inthe ... stay in those?

Vansant :

Used to be two nen.

Dodds:

Two nmen for the season

Vansant :

They nust have used themjust for, like if there wasn't any oysters
here, and they had to go down to Rock Hall, they'd tow 'em around.

They'd stay the week, and tow 'em honme on weekends. That's the way
t hey used to work.

Dodds:
Ya.

Li ener:
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A long while ago there used to be two or three of themin a
backyard down in Rock Hall. Over there toward the can house.

Vansant :

That's right. And the museumin Rock Hall wants to get noney.
There's one down there in pretty good shape.

Li ener:
IS it?

Vansant :

And sonebody put a building over it. Sone kind of shed. Now they
trying to get it for the Rock Hall Miuseum and the nman's gonna give
it to them but before he'll give it to themhe's trying to hold
that over their heads to try to get a permit to build another

buil ding there. You know? But, its too close to the road, so
they're fighting over that, but if they ever straighten that out,
| think Rock Hall's gonna get that. 1've never saw it, but they

tell me its in good shape.

Dodds:
Is it? Qurs does need sone work on the sides. The siding is
starting to come out a bit. Al these have a simlar...

Li ener:
Profile and so forth.

Vansant :
Al of them had that half w ndow

Dodds:
Qurs has sort of a wainscoting on the inside. Was that comon, too0?

Vansant :

Ya. 'Cause the weat her-boarding on the side of it didn't keep nuch
air out. That wainscoting didn't keep a whole |lot out, either. If
you' d start that fire it'd open up (laughter).

Dodds:
Ya, | guess the fire was on the stove....

Li ener:

| told you about the guys; the trick |I played on a bunch that cane
down there to Hope Creek. The siding was nmade out of yell ow pine,

w th dozens of knots in it, and the knots fell out. These guys,

they were conpl ai ni ng about the 'skeeters getting in on them So,

t hey stuck corn cobs and one stuff or another in the knot hol es.

So, a couple from Sal em conme down there, and the other guys didn't

care nmuch for "em And this one fella says "Well | guess we ought
to go over and pull the plugs on them guys sone night. So, they
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went over and pulled the cobs and stuff, and boy, the 'skeeters
liked to eat "emup in there (laughs).

Vansant :

They used to play all kinds of jokes on one another, and they had
a five inch corks on the shad nets. One man, he got real snmart, and
t hey had one in chimey that cone out. They just had a pipe that
cone out. And he started the fire up, and he didn't know what was
wrong (| aughter)

Li ener:

Snmoke cane out (Il aughs). Ya, they very seldom nade the stack go
t hrough the roof.

Dodds:
Went out the side, ya.

Vansant :
O her kind | eaks. Back them days they didn't have that fitting,
either, | don't think.

Li ener:
And it cost too nmuch to go to the tin shop to have one made.

Vansant :

| tell you there'd be a lot of themup there in Love point. That's
where the fishernmen would fish in the Bay. Then they'd stay
over ni ght.

Dodds:
It must have been quite a sight. What happened when they weren't

bei ng used, during the season; where were they being stored?

Vansant :
Take 'em hone. Store 'em anywhere they coul d.

Li ener:
Bring 'em hone, or maybe roll '"em out and close 'em up where they
wer e.

Vansant :
Back in those days you could close '"emup and put 'em anywhere, but
today you can't do that.

Li ener:
| remenber seeing one up there across from Rugh's [?] Harbor, on
this side of the Bay one tine, just hauled up on the shore pretty

good.

Vans ant
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That's the way they did down here. Shore 'emup; up on the shore,
so the tide doesn't get to 'em

Dodds:

You nentioned to ne on the phone that you have slept in one of
t hese soneti ne.

Vansant :

Ch, ya. | had one | slept in down in Love Point.

Dodds:

Is that right?

Vansant :

And | don't know whether its there or not, but down at the Gun
Cl ub, where this boat went, | used to guide for "emat tines, and
when | left down there, | left about 25 years ago, we was stil

using it. For the guides, while we was waiting for the guests to
conme down. W used that. W had the stove. Everything was still

left in there. Al but the bunks. W took the bunks out to give it
some nore room

Li ener:
To give you nore room (| aughs).

Dodds:
Doesn't sound |ike they were too wi de anyway

Vansant :
No. Wasn't the nobst confortable bed in the worl d.

Li ener:
About 30 i nches.

Dodds:
VWhat'd they use for mattress, just straw?

Li ener:
Ya.

Vansant :
Most all of '"em Wien | was a kid that's all we had was straw
mattresses. |If sonebody had a feather mattress, they were doing
alright.

Li ener:
Ch ny gosh, he was living |ike a king.

Dodds:
We have one feature in ours that we can't figure out what it is.
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