Oral History 40 1

Interview wth Hazel (Caulk) Larrinore 3/9/88. Present were Hazel
Ri chard Dodds, and Hazel's friend Elsie (Marshall) Jones.

Dodds:

... Comng here to St. M chaels.
Larri nore;:

Any what ?

Dodds:

The Eloating Theatre.

Larri nore:

| remenber when the Floating Theater cane in here.

Dodds:
You ever go aboard and watch the....

Larri nore:
Oh, Ya. Went on it all the tine.

Dodds:
Did you?

Larri nore:

It came in every year, over several years, and we went down. It was
down on Long Wharf. And we went down there, and went on to go and
see the play. Different play every night, then they gave her extra
scenes.

Dodds:
Show after.

Larri nore:
And we'd stay and see the other play. Ya, we went to all of them

Dodds:

Do you renenber any of the plays that they showed?
Larri nore:

No, | don't renenber any of the plays we saw.
Dodds:

What el se did you do around here for entertainment? Did you go on
pi cni cs?

Larri nore:
Well, used to have picnics. You had school friends, and they had
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parties, or you' d neet together, and just anmuse yourselves. There
was nothing else to do. You had to anuse yoursel ves. But we used to
have a good tine. 'Course then they used to neet around at
di fferent houses, and have pie socials, and play ganes, and those
ki nd of things.

Dodds:
No tel evision back then.

Larri nore;:
No. No television. Wll, they didn't even have radio. Wll, we did
have a radio towards the end.

Dodds:
How did you get to Easton? Did you take the train, or did you
drive?

Larri nore:

Vll, ny sister, she married a farner, and they lived out here. She
woul dn't drive a car. They had a car, but she would never learn to
drive, but she drove the horse. She used to take ne to Easton. W
woul d drive the horse and carri age.

Dodds:
Is that right? To Easton? How | ong would it take?

Larri nore:
| don't know. A couple hours. Maybe it was | onger than that,
don't know.

Dodds:
You had to go through Royal Cak, too, back then

Larri nore:

At that tine we had to go through Royal QGak. It was a different
road.

Dodds:

They did have the old bridge across the creek, but that was for the
trailn.

Larri nore:

They didn't have the bridge on this end. W used to have a good
time. we used to neet around different houses and play ganmes, just
parl|l or ganes, then they called them W didn't know any better, so
we just had a good tine.

Dodds:
Did you go ice skating?



Oal History 40 3

Larri nore:
And you had friends in, and all, nore than you do now.

Dodds:
Ya. 'Cause everybody knew each other back then in town. Did you go
ice skating at all?

Larri nore:

I never did. They used to go ice skating right down here, but I
never |iked ice. My father used to say that he was going to bring
a cake of ice and put it behind the stove for ne. My sister would
go down there and stay all day and night. They'd skate at night.
|"d go down, and stay 10 or 15 mnutes, and | was cold. I'd cone

up.

Dodds:
Is that right? You didn't |ike the cold.

Larri nore:
I never was nuch for cold weat her

Dodds:

Did you do any sailing in the sunmer?

Larrinore:

No, | never. | used to go in bathing. | used to go down here. Used

to have a rowboat. W used to go down here to Jack's Point, or one
of those places. There was a nice sandy beach, and we used to go
there to go bathing. The tinmes change.

Dodds:
Ya, they do. Not always for the better, |I'mafraid.

Larri nore:
| know we coul d content ourselves or anuse ourselves a whole | ot
nore than these teenagers can do now.

Dodds:
' m sure you coul d.

Larri nore:
We sure coul d.

Dodds:
Do a lot nore with | ess noney.

Larrinore:

Less noney, that's the truth. The church at Easter tinme, the Sunday
school at the Methodi st church, where we went to church, would
al ways have an egg hunt, and that went over big. They used to have
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it right down here at the Wllows. Hide the eggs, and cone down
there and find the eggs. Didn't take much to anuse you then,
because there was nothing el se to do.

Dodds:
The WIlows was a boardi ng house, wasn't it?

Larri nore:
Yes, but at that tinme it wasn't a boardi ng house.

Dodds:
It was a private....

Larri nore:
It was private. 'Cause she belonged to the church, and she used to
Il et 'em have the egg hunt down there.

Dodds:
Had a big wwindm Il there, didn't they?

Larri nore:
Ya. Ceorgia Lee's nother owned that place for a long tine.

Dodds:
It was a beautiful house. Then was it torn down, or burned?

Larri nore:
They renpdeled it a lot, and added on to it. Not the sane pl ace.

Dodds:
Do you renenber the other boardi ng houses around here?

Larri nore:
Well, there was one down to C ai borne. Crockett's had a pl ace.

Dodds:
Mapl e Hal |

Larri nore:

Kenmp's had one, Wade's Point. That was the bi ggest one around here
at that time, | guess. 'Cause the girl that lived there, the Kenp
girl, graduated in the sane grade with ne.

Dodds:
Ch, is that right?

Larri nore:
She used to drive up every day in a horse and carri age.

Dodds:
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Dodds:

Probably you renmenber the little cove where the church is, before
they filled that in. You know where the cove conmes up? \Were Chri st
Church is? The Episcopal church?

Larri nore:
| don't renenber that.

Dodds:
The little park that's there now.

Larri nore:
| really don't renenber that.

Dodds:

Cﬂurch cove. They dredged that in the 1930s, | think. WPA dredged
t hat .

Larri nore:

No.

Dodds:

Don't renenber that.

Larri nore:

| know where that store was ... the road where the bank, and all the
post office. They used to have a store there. 'Course it was
changed when they built that.... The bank was on that corner, and

when they noved uptown, it just went fromone thing to another.

Dodds:

How about sone of the people who used to live in town. Any
characters you renenber well?

Larri nore:
No, | don't.
Dodds:

It seens like, talking to people, there were sone interesting
people living in St. Mchaels in the early years, that you don't
get these type of individuals today.

Larri nore:
No, | don't renenber them

Dodds:
How about any of the old boat builders. W tal ked about M.
Harrison. Dd you know Chat Jones?

Larri nore;:
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That hasn't been too many years. | renmenber Doc Jones. | don't know
where he is. Did he die? | know his wife was still Iliving.

Dodds:
| don't know.

Larri nore:
| don't renenber when.... | believed he died. | don't know. But
t hey noved from St. M chaels.

Dodds:
Do you renenber any of the Lanmbdins in town?

Larri nore:
Who?

Dodds:
The Lanbdi ns. Robert Lanbdi n?

Larri nore:
Lanbdi n? Used to buil d boats?

Dodds:
Ya. Do you renenber?

Larri nore;:
I remenber them He was nuch older than ne. He used to build boats
when | was a child.

Dodds:
Where was he building them do you renenber?

Larri nore:
Down on Water Street. That's where his place was.

Dodds:
On Water Street. Ya.

Dodds:

Do you know any of the people who worked in the packi ng houses on
Navy Poi nt ?

Larri nore:

No | don't. Well, | know sone of them but sonme of themare town
peopl e. Margaret Rude's a town person.

Dodds:

Ya. | gather they enployed a | ot of people from outside the town

down there to work, when the packing..
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Larri nore:
I don't know.

Dodds:
When the packi ng houses were busy at one tine.

Larri nore:
I "don't know anybody that |ives over there but Margaret Rude.
know she |ives over there.

Dodds:
Ri ght .

Larri nore:
And the fellow that has the Crab C aw.

Dodds:
Jones?

Larri nore:
?aH He has that restaurant over there. And he's a St. M chael s
el | ow

Dodds:
Do you renenber, where Longfellow s restaurant is....

Larri nore:
That is over at Long Warf.

Dodds:
There used to be a beautiful house there.

Larri nore:
Ya, it is.

Dodds:
Was it Fairview?

Larri nore:
Fairview M sister-in-law used to own Fairview.

Dodds:
I's that right?

Larri nore;:
Sold it to Longfellow

Dodds:
What . . ..
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Larri nore:

Il think they sold it to Longfellow, or they sold it to sonebody
else, and it went to Longfellow He was Caul k. M. Al Caul k, or M.
George Caul k. Had twi n boys.

Dodds:
That was a beautiful house there.

Larri nore:
Al bert and Al vin.

Dodds:

You probably were in the house, weren't you?

Larri nore:

Ya. They lived there. Then they had a wi nter hone over on Water
Street. They nust have still |ived there.

Dodds:

That's the house she lives in now.

Larri nore:
That's the house she lives in. That was their winter honme. But they
used to nove down Fairview in the Sumrer when they took boarders.

Dodds:
So they took boarders in there.

Larri nore;:
Ya.

Dodds:
They used to have a wwndm Il there, too.

Larri nore:
Ya. That was a pretty place.

Dodds:

That's where they did sone of the filmng of The First Kiss, the
film was made there, too. Wien did you marry your husband, M ss
Hazel ? When did you get married?

Larri nore:
I don't renmenber the year; 1911 | think it was.

Dodds:
1911, Boy that has been a few years ago. Wat did your husband do
for a living?

Larri nore:
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He had an oyster house and a crab house.

Dodds:

Here in St. M chael s?

Larri nore:

Down where you go around.... They tore his oyster house down not

too many years ago. \Wien you go straight on down and you nake the
turn to go around to where that hotel is that they built up in al

t hat new part; well, his oyster house was on this side, on the
wat er .

Dodds:
Ch, ok. Right at the head of the creek?

Larri nore:
Ya. Right up there.

Dodds:
Ch, ok

Larri nore:
He just had people to pick crabs and shuck oysters in there.

Dodds:
How many peopl e did he enpl oy?

Larri nore:
| don't renenber that.

Dodds:
Did you ever go down there?

Larri nore:

No. Very seldom | wasn't interested in picking crabs or shucking
oysters

Dodds:
Probably ate enough oysters and crabs, though.

Larri nore:
I never |iked oysters.

Dodds:
Is that right?

Larri nore:
| love crab, But |I never did |like oysters. Never ate oysters.

Dodds:
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How | ong di d your husband have the business?

Larri nore:

Alnost 'till he died.

Dodds:

Wiich was ... when did he pass away?
Larri nore:

Till he got sick and he had to give it up.

Dodds:
But when was that, M ss Hazel, do you renenber?

Larri nore:
Ti mes have changed.

Dodds:
Yes they have.

Larri nore:

Wel |, the granddaughter |ives over in this house across the street.

ﬁnqlthis house are the only ones that belong to the original
am lies.

Dodds:
Oiginal famlies. Ya. 'Cause there are a | ot of Caul ks here.

Larri nore:

Now ny Uncle lived in this next house across the street, next to
Jackson's house, but he didn't build it. He bought it from sonebody
SLse and he lived there. He was a Lighthouse Keeper at Bl oody
oi nt .

Dodds:

That was where you went out to visit himone day.

Larri nore:

Ya. The tines change, though. | nean all the people here, they're

all strangers that have noved here. The peopl e next door were
strangers, and the ones next door, and the next door.

Dodds:
Newconers, ya. |s there anything el se, Mss Hazel, that you'd like
to tell nme or you renenber about St. M chaels back in the early
years?

Larri nore:
Eb. I f you asked questions | mght answer or something, but | don't
NOW.
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