Interview with Al ex Spencer of St. Mchaels, 3/3/88. Present
were R Dodds.

Topi cs di scussed included recollections of St. M chael s:
peopl e, places and events. Al ex Spencer was born in 1912
and first cane to St. Mchaels for school. Alex had a
good nenory for businesses and people in town.
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Interview with Al ex Spencer 3/3/88. Present were M. Spencer and
Ri chard Dodds.

Spencer :

... But they lived shortly after ny father was on the railroad, and
he stopped, because of being away from hone so nmuch. He went to
farmng, and we lived ... well, one time we lived in Royal QOak, and
another tinme we at Doncaster. That's where everything went. Wen we
cane; when we cane, sent away to school. In those days there were
little country schools. There was one in Kirkham and one
.. [?1..., and | guess there wasn't any between Easton and St.
M chael s. They had a regular 7th grade di pl oma. Farm ki ds, or
whoever, were not required to go after 7th grade. Most farm ki ds,
that was it, you know? There was no transportation furnished. But
the year | graduated from Royal Cak School in 7th grade they put
school busses on. W |ived at Doncaster, which was only three mles
from Easton, and, of course it was probably 8 or 9 mles because we
didn't have the new bridge, had to go around. But anyway, there
were so many kids going to Easton that they started to segregate,
and sent '"emto St. Mchaels. And believe it or not, born and
rai sed, | never been in St. Mchaels before the first day of
school .

Dodds:
Wen were you born.

Spencer:
1912, April 1912.

Dodds:
And then you canme to school down here.

Spencer:
Canme to school, went to high school.

Dodds:
The ol d hi gh school

Spencer:
Ya. Wll, It wasn't that one, even. It was the one down by the
G een.

Dodds:
By the square, ya.

Spencer :
Ya. While | was going to high school | worked at the A&P store in
Easton. Then got a job down here, while | was still working at the
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A&P store, in the Summer nonths. | worked in a drugstore here a
couple nights a week, while going to school. That first sumer |

stopped working in the A& store and worked in the drug store full-
tine.

Dodds:
What drug store was that?

Spencer :
It's no longer here. It was called St. Mchael s Pharmacy, and it
was owned by Harry Liebowitz, who was a father, had a dry goods and

notions store. Melvin was the brother. He still lives here. He's
not very active.

Dodds:
Mel vin Liebowitz? Ya. One of them was a phot ographer, wasn't he?
"Cause | saw sone picturers that | thought a Liebowitz had taken.

Spencer:

It could have been Harry who was the druggist. He left. He was not
married so he was in the draft in Wrld War Two. | don't think Mel
woul d have ever taken pictures, but Harry could have very well. He
was an educated boy, very polished.

Dodds:
Where was the drugstore?

Spencer:
It was right where the Christmas Tree, or whatever they call that
store, is.

Dodds:

The Chri stnmas Shop?

Spencer:

Ya. There's an alley between the ACVE, there's where it was. And he
did a ... there was plenty of business for two drugstores here. Had

been before, and there were since. There were a | ot of these
boar di ng houses. There was Pasadena at Royal OCak. There was Oakwood
Park Inn at Church Neck; Cockey's at d aiborne, and Ednonds at ... is
it below Bozman? Stella Bridge's was down there.

Dodds:
I n Bozman?

Spencer :
Ya. And |'m sure there was anot her

Dodds:
Was there any in St. M chael s?
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Spencer:
Not that type, really. There was a hotel here, an old hotel

Dodds:
Ya, that's the Hotel Chel sea.

Spencer:
Chel sea, Ya.

Dodds:
I'"ve got that a 1927 fire that burned it.

Spencer:

And then Elnmer's Mdther ran a boardi ng house, Elner Parsons. And
then there was another old | ady that had a boardi ng house here. Her
husband had di ed, and she had a nunber of children, and she ran a
boar di ng house. The house was originally; the one she had when I
was there, and then | ater she had another one in town. It was right
where, the lady that has the old brick hotel built that conpl ex
behi nd her there. If you turn down beside the Maryl and Nati onal
Bank, going down towards the water, it would be off to your right,
ri ght behind the old hotel. The Maryl and Nati onal Bank is on one
corner, and this....

Dodds:
k. Did that house burn down? |Is that the one |I'mthinking of? At
one time the Benson famly owned it.

Spencer:

| don't renenber it burning. | think they tore it down. It laid
idle there for a while, | know, and naybe they did have a fire.
Dodds:

I think I know the boardi ng house you're tal king about.

Spencer :
That was a right good size buil ding.

Dodds:
| have never seen a picture of the Hotel Chelsea. Was it a brick

bui | di ng?

Spencer:

No, it was frane. It was German siding, and was a buil ding that
woul d have been the sane type of building that the gi ngerbread
house is on the corner. It was sonmewhat like that. It was three.

Dodds:
A three story house?
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Spencer:

Ya. And it had a little store attached, and that in |ater years it;
Il don't know what it was originally; | don't think it was ever
their office; |I think their office was; |I think their office was in

the roomto the | eft when you went in; it was when | knew it; and
this little store was to the right facing it; and right after the
Prohi biti on, when beer cane back, ny brother had a little beer
parlor in there; and did very well naking noney. It was a hellish

job. | remenber getting people out of there at night. He'd want to
go hone.

Dodds:

Want to cl ose down the bar?

Spencer:

But, they were primarily |ocal yokels, or guests at the hotel.
Dodds:

That hotel burned, didn't it?

Spencer:

Yes.

Dodds:

Do you renenber when that was?

Spencer :

No. | don't think it was being used at that tinme. Harold Dawson had
a real estate office at one tinme in there. I'mreasonably sure it
was before World War Two.

Dodds:

Oh, is it that |ong?

Spencer :

Ya, | think it was.

Dodds:

That was the only hotel in St. Mchaels that | know of.

Spencer:

Ya, that's the only one | know of. |'ve heard that building, where

t hey have the shop in now called the Brick Hotel, and | guess
originally that m ght have been one.

Dodds:
Ya, | think many many years....

Spencer :
That was an ol d buil di ng.
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Dodds:
There have been a | ot of changes on the road, as you know better
t han anybody. | was | ooking, we do have sone photos of the

bui I di ngs al ong here. That bank, St. M chaels Bank, for instance;
there was a nice three-story building there.

Spencer:
The County Trust Conpany was al so three story.

Dodds:
VWhere was that?

Spencer:
That was where the bar is now |Its where the restaurant is on one
side, and the bar is on the other.

Dodds:
Carpenter Street.

Spencer :

That was a three-story building, and the bank was on the first
fl oor, and the tel ephone conpany was on the second. They had their
swi t chboard there.

Dodds:
|"ve had people tell nme that they used to call the switchboard to
find out what was playing in the theatre across the road.

Spencer:

Oh, ya. It was a very folksy kind of a thing. | renenber working in
the drug store, and you'd call and ask 'em various things; where
sonebody lived, or if they were hone....

Dodds:
| guess at that tine everybody knew each other, and the operator
knew. . ..

Spencer :

Ya, and | know that they would be very helpful, and it seened to be
a part of their job. Now today with the new |l aw they say "I'm
sorry, I'mnot allowed to give that information out."”

Dodds:

O you speak to a conmputer, ya. | noticed too, Al ex, down fromthe

bank there was a blacksmth's shop. Was that operating down here on
Church Road?

Spencer:
Ya, | knew when that operated. There was al so one on Front Street,
and its where the ACME parking lot is now. That was a big old
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bui l di ng there, before the citizens got together and bought that,
and tore that down, and made a store for the ACME. That was, a nan
owned the building and rented it by the nane of Radcliffe, and he
was an undertaker, and they had a livery stable there, and kept
horses there, and rented them and a blacksmth. Al so in recent
years Joe Hunt had the one that would be right next door to the
little building the church is tal king about tearing down.

Dodds:

Ya. That's indicated on here.

Spencer :

After | left the drugstore | went to work for WA, Jess [?] and
Sons, who had a | unber yard here. And M. Hunt used to nake
rake ... he nade the head of the rake. And he also nmade the little

tool that you put in a brace that would turn out a little gizno
that would act as a pin for the shaft. Now t hey have sonebody, |
think down in Crisfield, that nakes a brass one. In those days they
wer e made on dogwood. He'd turn the thing in this brace "till it
was the size of your little finger, and maybe that long. It would
go through, and he would saw a slit in the mddle of it, and he
would drive a little wedge. And the other end of it, it would be
about that big around, so it wouldn't go through. And | knew so
much of that, that I went to work for Jess and Sons, and we sold
rake shaft lunber. W used to get a car every year from Georgia
five quarter by twelve wide, and anything from25 feet to 40 feet.

Dodds:
VWhat ki nd of |unmber were you buyi ng?

Spencer:

It was Georgia Pine. You could cut those things out, they wouldn't

be any bigger than that, and they woul dn't break, even 40 feet

long. And old M. Hunt was a nice old fella. | was very fond of

him And we had a sawm ||, too. And he'd say "Boys, if you run
across any dogwood, be sure to bring it, too. That woul dn't be any
trouble, we'd always be tearing down dogwood trees, or cutting them
so the truck could get in the woods. And they'd not be bigger
around, and it seened that, nost trees have to get sone size before
t hey have any real value, but these dogwoods were just as strong.

And we sold "emthe |unber to nake the rake shafts. he made the
heads to go on them and the pins for them He did other things.

Dodds:
He coul d do wheel wight type of work?

Spencer :

By the time I knew himthere wasn't too nuch of that left, he did.
There were a few people on a farmwho kept a horse that they cane
to town, or bring wood or sonething. And he woul d probably put
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shoes on those, and it seens to ne that he used to nmake sone netal

armthings, like for a fence, or a gate, or sonething like that. He
went there every day, and for many years did sonething. He had the
old-tine Fords that you crank by hand, you know, you never had
anyt hi ng nechani cal .

Dodds:
When did he stop working?

Spencer:

W went to the business in about 1940, and |I think he was still
there then. See, once or twi ce we had himmake sonething for the
fireplace, or sonething. I was only in the service for one or two
years, and nost of that tinme overseas, and a | ot of those old
fellas died while | was away. It was only two years, but they were
ol d enough to die, so they did. Helen Spencer, ny brother's wfe,
and Cal | away Spencer's wife were his granddaughters.

Dodds:

Were was the | unber business | ocated?

Spencer:

It was on the corner of Railroad Avenue. Lee Reese had a filling

station right on the corner, but this was right behind that, and
fromthat all the way to the street; what was that street that runs
behi nd t he supermar ket ?

Dodds:

Fr eenont .

Spencer:

Freenont; it ran all the way to Freenont Street, and part of the
old building is still there. Sone carpenter rents it, and his

office was there, and it was a two story building. The sheds were
t here, and sonme snall machi nes, a planer. Going on out railroad
Avenue, off to your left where Melvin Liebowitz, and | don't know
who el se lives, he owed all that |and out there. It nmust have been
maybe 10 acres, and we had a sawm || out there. And we had a very
| arge cl osed shed, and open sheds that we used to put green | unber
in that the air would dry. He cane here fromVirginia after they
cut out all the tinber where he lived, the Rappahannock River. Then
he cane here, and he, | guess before that he asked Adkins to cone
here. And they didn't have a place in Easton. And they were
Sal i sbury. They furnished nost of the doors and wi ndows, and they'd
get the other right out of the woods. A nunmber of sawm|ls would
bring '"em back. He built a big old boat called Wst Coast. And he
had scows. And if you were going to build a house, he'd put the
whol e kit and caboodl e on this boat and one or two scows, and take
it to you, and unload at your farm and then you'd have the house
built. Then later the carpenters here were just tradesnen. They had
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never had educated thenselves on howto figure a job, or estimate
it. They'd just cone in and build you a house or a barn. So, it was
t he begi nning of having these new people cone in. They'd want nore
sophi sti cated houses, and they'd at | east want to have at | east
sone rough idea of what it was going to cost. So, M. Jesse[?] was
there. He had gone to the University of Mssouri, and he was an
educated man. He would do contract work. And the way he did it and
kept his faith with the carpenters, he'd figure on a job, and tel
the custoner what it was going to cost, and he'd have these
carpenters work for him  depending on the size of the job there
would be 7 or 8 or nore. Each Saturday, and they worked saturday
norni ngs, he'd pay themtheir wages. It was kind of standard. Wen
I was working there before '40, the best of 'em would be 50 cents,
and it would go all the way down to a quarter. And with the
under standi ng that we'd charge all of their labors to the job as
t hough it was going to be on a materials cost plus basis. Then we'd
charge all of the materials on the job, and when we finished up, if
there was anything left over, we'd divide it up with the
carpenters. So, it worked like a dilly. W built the Stevensville
School, the Easton Arnory; we built Hugh Henry's house, which at
that tinme was one of the nicest houses in the county. W built the
house that Judge North now lives in. We built that for M.
Quillins[?]. And we built a nunber of just small houses; another
three or four little houses that | ook al nost alike, we built those.
The house Dodson Taylor lived in, we built that.

Dodds:

Any shops or busi nesses?

Spencer:

Wll, we.... | don't renmenber building any new ones, but there were

almays t hese ol d bui l dings that were right on the ground There was
always a ot of repair. He was an unusual fella. Rough old
character, he swore by note. | remenber | was working for himwhen
Stewart across the river has these castles, you ve probably seen
them well, he cane here. He was sort of a nystery man. He had a
gate keeper, and you couldn't get in there, and big old wolf dogs,

and what not. But he wanted to have a water supply. | think it was
a water supply. In those days you didn't want to use the well that

he had. Anyway, he ordered this big tank, a tremendous tank. It was
as big as a boxcar. It was actually longer than a boxcar. And he
had it cone to Easton, and then proceeded to get sonebody to bring
it out. He should have worked that out before he ordered that
t hing. So, nobody would touch it. You couldn't get it through the
streets, and it wouldn't turn, and so he was running frantic ads
every week in the newspaper, And so one day M. Tessie says "Let's

go up and look at that thing. So, we rode up there. | had a little
pi ckup. Every two or three years he'd buy ne a pickup, and |I'd use
it ... I'"d do service jobs with it. So, we went up, and he said "W

can nove that. It won't cost us nuch,” either. So he said "Lets go
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down the road." So, we went down to Newconb. He said "If we get the
railroad to bring the thing down here, let's park it on that bridge

for an hour. 1'Il take the west Coast." It's an old big tow boat.
S0, we had to look it over real good first, and then go to
Balti nore, and buy a lot of plugs to plug up... there were a | ot of

holes in it, but they were threaded holes. Said "we wont get "emto
bring it down here until we get the plugs up." There were sone as
big as probably three inches. W got these plugs, and we put '"emin
her. | forgot the price he quoted, but it probably was $1500. It
wasn't very nuch. But at any rate, we wanted to be sure we had
i nsurance coverage. Unless he tipped his hand as to how he was
going to do it, he couldn't get insurance coverage. CQut of
desperation Steward let himdo it. So, he just brought her down,

and we put these plugs into her, and she floated just as high...

Dodds:
Is that right?

Spencer:

We did pull the thing off, and towed it over there, and the bargain
was that we would just put it there in the field where the hole
was. And we got it over, and M. Tessie said "If you |loan us that
tractor while we're here, we'll put it in that hole." So they did.

They had a tractor. He just put a rope around, just to turn it like
a wheel. And then we had sonme ropes that went around it, and just
lowered it in the hole. But, any rate, the man didn't want to pay
us. He said "You did it too damm easy, and charged ne too nuch."
Then he said "There wasn't anybody el se here knew how to do it,

easy or otherw se. You're gonna pay, or we're gonna sue you." So,

he paid, but he really didn't want to. He was |like that. He was
really quite a.... Should have been an engineer. | don't now what
his courses were in college, but he knew what he was doi ng.

Dodds:

You nentioned the trains a couple of tines. By the tine that you
remenber the trains, was it just freight only service, or was there
some passenger trains?

Spencer :

No, they still had, in the sumertinme they'd run sone excursions,
like to Ccean City. Churches woul d take Sunday School cl asses and
go down there. And they still have a round table at C ai borne; not

after I was married, but while I was going to school here. They had
a roundhouse down there.

Dodds:
Do you renenber that roundhouse?

Spencer:
Ya. They still supply the whole village with water. | think that
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when the railroad was taken up here, they bought the water works,
but until that tinme, which was only 5-6 years ago, they had to pay
the railroad for the water there. Then | went to be exam ned, but
| didn't go fromhere. I went from Easton. They were still running
what they call a Toonerville. It looked |like a streetcar, and it

had a big diesel engine in the body of it. R ght in where you rode
you saw this big

Dodds:

From St. M chael s?

Spencer:

They did. Wien | went in the service, at that tine, | believe it
st opped runni ng. They m ght have still been running. They carried
the mail, you see, and when | |left here to go in the service, they
still m ght have been running mail, but we had to take it at a

certain time to neet the arny regulations, and we'd pick it up in
Easton. So, it stopped maybe sonetine in the early 40s. So, that
was a Toonerville, and it just primarily carried the mail. And then
they still had the freight train, and as a matter of fact, when
this coll ege opened up here, we got the |ast carload of anything
that came into St. Mchaels. W had a carload of furniture conme for
us.

Dodds:

Is that right? when was that?

Spencer:

| would guess it was 12 years ago. | don't think its been | onger

than that. And then, M. Quillan, who had the flour mll here, You
know a flour mll and poultry feed, he had the grain cone in on it.
I guess he had a car or two of soybeans cone in every week cone in
on it.

Dodds:
The freight depot, was that up when....

Spencer:
Ya, right where they had the depot, and....

Dodds:
Was that where they had the passenger depot, al so?

Spencer :

Ya. It seens to ne that the old building caught fire. They had one
at McDaniel, too, and they noved that building up here and used it
after the fire.

Dodds:
Is that right? | didn't know that.
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Spencer :

O course in those days they had express. They shi pped al nost al
of the oysters and seafood out by railway express.

Dodds:

What happened to the train station after it came from MDani el ?
Was that torn down?

Spencer :
Wll, it was there for a long tine. It seens to ne that soneone
bought that and made a house out of it. | believe it m ght have

been El Il wood Harrison. It didn't burn. The original one burned
partially, and they noved that one up here. 'Course down at
Ti | ghman 1 sl and, George Harrison had packi ng houses. They put up
oysters and crabs, and peas, tomatoes, and corn. And at Sherwood,
Harris and Jarboe, Sherwood and McDaniel, they had a factory; they
put up tonmatoes. During Wrld War Two they were the | argest canner
of tomatoes, this side of the Rocky Muntains.

Dodds:

They were a big business.

Spencer:

Phillips were big at Canbridge, but they were scattered all over.
They, | think, developed the Cration, nmade nost of | emfor the
ar ny.

Dodds:

Down here were St. M chaels' own seafood industries. |'msure

you' ve been down there when the Point when the industries were
still going strong, and St. M chael s Packi ng Conpany, and....

Spencer:

Ipdon't believe that the St. M chael s packi ng Conpany ever did nuch
w th anything but tomatoes. Then they rented, and |ater sold, part

of their plant, if not plant, land, to Harris and Jarboe. My wife's
brot her was the owner of that firm And they processed the crab,

and the oyster business. and then there was the George R Caul k and
Sons, which was over on the wharf though, where you now have a
buil ding, too. That's where their plant was. And they put up
tomat oes. Then | ater they went out of that business and nade ci nder
bl ocks there.

Dodds:
Ya, that's right.

Spencer:

And then, later Ed Morris, and Bival ve, big packers down in
Sal i sbury, they bought that plant and went back in the oyster
busi ness again there. Van Lennup, and nyself talked to Morris. |
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was on the Utility conm ssion. W knew that the old power plant was
going to be available, and so we talked norris into selling his
pl ant there. There was Coul bourne and Jewett. They were bl ack
peopl e they had a big plant. | renmenber being a kid in the 10th or
11t h grade. we took a trip to Annapolis, and one of the places we
visited was, of course we visited the State house, had a big
Western Union. W went into this and they asked if we knew
Coul bourne and Jewett. They were these two black nen who had this
seaf ood plant. Said they were one of their |argest customers. They
sent oysters all over the country, and did a lot of it by tel egram

| guess before the tel ephone was so popul ar. They were there for a
long tinme. | renmenber | went in the service two or three days
bef ore Thanksgi ving, and the day before | went in there were two
t hi ngs happened, one....

End of Side One.

Spencer:

- The building burned, and then also, tw or three days before |
was hooking up a big old coal burning stove for Coul bourne and
Jewett. It took a lot of heat to heat those old houses. They were
just old things. And, of course, those oysters, they didn't want it
too hot where they were. So, | was hooking up this stove, and,
can't renenber his first nane, Edwi n Sperry's dad was putting out
oysters there late in the afternoon, dropped dead in his boat. had
a heart attack. | don't think I'd ever seen anyone.... | was right
there. But, at any rate, they were big oyster packers.

Dodds:
Didn't old man Coul bourne |ive down in the house, down here where
the gift shop...

Spencer:
Ya. And Jewett lived in, even bigger than that, a big house that
they tore down only a few years ago.

Dodds:
I renenber that.

Spencer :
Real bi g house.

Dodds:
My understanding was that on this street were a |ot of packers, not
packers, but workers |iving.
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Spencer:
Ya, that's right.

Dodds:

Because there used to be a | ot of houses up and down this road that
have now di sappeared, and soneone told ne that a |lot of the people
who |ived down here worked on Navy Point.

Spencer:
Ya, but there was al so a doubl e-decker house, could have been fifty
people living in it, right down on Navy Point.

Dodds:
Ya. W& have sone old slides of it. It had a little balcony on it if
| am correct.

Spencer:
Ya, that's right.

Dodds:
And that was used to house the workers.

Spencer:

Ya. | renmenber a few years ago, one of those early storms, naybe
Hazel , tore this little Honeynoon Bridge out. Sone people didn't
want it put back, but it had ben there so many years that the |aw

mandat ed that they couldn't do away with it.

Dodds:

And they had to put it back. Were you here in 1933?

Spencer:

Ya, | was here. | cane here in 1928. | transported each day by
school bus back honme. | think | was married in 1935, and | set up
a residence here then. |I've never lived anywhere el se since then
Dodds:

That was quite a storm

Spencer :

Ya. | renenber that firehouse was fl ooded. They had to take the

engi nes up to high ground. Then in the WP. A days they put that
bul khead across Muskrat Park, and filled that in, and it has never
been as bad since. Were the Longfellow is now there used to be a
bi g house, and that was...

Dodds:
Fai rvi ew?

Spencer:
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Ya, Fairview. Oiginally old M. Caulk owned it. George R Caul k
But then Ed Buck who, when | first canme here, lived where old Ms.
Shultz lives. That would be if you were going to the Town Dock

restaurant, it would be the place on your right. The house is
narrow. . ..

Dodds:

Ya, | know t he house.

Spencer:

And he lived there. They were wealthy people. | never knew himto

do any work. H's wife's people owned the Sterling Mtor Conpany of
Buffalo. It was a big engi ne conpany.

Dodds:
Ya.

Spencer:

So, his brother lived in California, and was associated in sone way
with the novie maki ng busi ness. And Buck knew that they were going
to cone here and naeke this picture. So, he bought that old place
for $5-6,000 for it. Then he rented it to the novie people, and got
enough to pay for it, and fix it up. He noved in there and sold his
old place, where he |lived when he first noved here during the
Depressi on years. Ed Buck was on the draft board. That was the only
thing I ever knew himto do.

Dodds:
Fai rvi ew was a beauti ful house.

Spencer:
Yes.

Dodds:
Because it has a windm |l on the grounds. Beautiful gardens
apparently.

Spencer :

CE, yes. | renenber there was boxwood al nost as high as the ceiling
on either side of the walk fromthe road on in. The guy who was
renting it, he just bastardi zed the whole thing; put parking lots
where the boxwood used to be. There were no gardens anywhere around
here, that | know of, that were |ike that.

Dodds:
That was call ed Longwal k then. There was a packing plant down
there, was there, when you were a ki d?

Spencer:
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No. There was that old shed that the restaurant is in. part of that
was always there. | don't recall it ever having a packing plant.

They'd rent it for about three dollars a day to unload or |oad. W
used to get brick fromVirginia, brought in on old schooners. W'd
unl oad those there.

Dodds:

This was many years ago, but E.H Burrows Oyster and Crab House is
i ndi cated on here. That was back in 1907.

Spencer:
I knew the Burrows, M. Terrance Burrows.

Dodds:
You knew Terrance Burrows?

Spencer :

Sure did. Terrance was a gentleman and a scholar, a fine person. He
came back after the war and bought that old place, and lived there.
Fixed it up

Dodds:

You' re tal ki ng about Fairvi ew?

Spencer :

Yes. | renenber his dad. He was a real character. You wouldn't have

t hought that he could be any relation to Terrance. He was a short
little fellow. He had a bakery shop, and | guess lived in it. It
was just up the street here. He nust have been right next door to
t he gi nger bread house, or sonewhere there abouts. Wien | worked in
t he drugstore, nme and hi mwould get drunk. He | oved his whiskey. |
think he'd drink anything; alcohol out of a radiator. He was a
ri ght good baker. He woul d bake all these pies and buns and
what not. He woul d have these two mar ket baskets. He was short, so
t hey woul d al nost drag the ground. He would go down to these oyster
houses, and sell themto themat lunchtinme. | renenber this one
night. He'd cone over to the drugstore and buy, | don't renenber
what it was, sone kind of tonic, but it had a lot of alcohol init.
We'd sell it to anybody who wanted to pay for it, but we knew the
old man was a rummy, and tried not to sell himanything. So, he
cane in there. It was before the novie let out. W'd sell until the
nmovie let out. The old man cane in there about 9:30-10:00, and he
was all bloody. He had black hair. he was an old man, but his hair
was real black. It |ooked Iike the blood had dried sone. He said
that his wife had hit himon the head wwth a bottle, and his head

was killing him and he wanted to get sone Brono Seltzer and sone
of this tonic. So, the druggist had gone into the novie. He used to
al ways sit on the back row, in case | needed him So, | ran in to

the theatre. "Ad man burrows, | ooks |ike he's got a cracked skull
or sonething." He rushed over. W had a little sink in the back. W
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put himunder that. It was catsup. She hadn't broken any bottle. He
had put it on there, to try to get ... (laughs). But that was
Terrance' s father, and M. Burrows was a fine person. He was a
sel f-made man. He was Captain on big ships. Right in the begi nning
of the war, he was nearly killed. He told nme about it. | think he
was on a Standard G| boat. A lot of these boats, if they caught
them at sea, they'd want themto turn around and return to a

neutral port. Well, this ship, he was going to take it wherever it
was supposed to go. | forgot what his crew was; Foreign or
sonmet hing. This one guy took one of these hookbill knives and cut

himreally seriously. It was near sone base. They sent out a
chopper, and got himand took himto shore. He lived, but he had a
terrible scar.

Dodds:
You nentioned a nunber of tinmes about the theatre. |'m sure you' ve
seen many a filmin the theatre. Was that another busi ness before

it becane a theatre, or was it built as a theatre? Was it built of
brick?

Spencer:

It was sand bl ock, before the cinder block. | would have to think
that it was built to be a theatre. | can renenber being in school
here. | came here about 1928 to conme to school. W used to go there
and see shows, |ike puppet shows. They al ways had novies there.
They were old silent novies. Then the tal kies cane out. That was
about when they took that picture here, because they had a very
good sound system here, as a result of taking the picture here. The
story, is | understand it was that they paid for the system so that
they could review each day's production. | renenber that they
probably charged 50 cents each day to watch a re-run, or pay 30
cents to watch the wild west, or sonmething. So, they did very well
whil e they were nmaking this picture.

Dodds:

Where the ACME is now, obviously you had the novie theatre on the
cor ner.

Spencer:

Every inch of the land the ACME is on now, it covered that...
Dodds:

On that side.

Spencer:

Ya. It was right on the street there.

Dodds:

You had the theatre, and then right next to that you had a house,
rat her several houses.
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Spencer :
| think the next one to it was probably old P.W Harrison, and then

next to that was a store. He nade hone-made ice cream and sodas,
and what not .

Dodds:
Popul ar place for young boys. And according to this there was a
| arger building next to that with a bowing alley in the back.

Spencer:

Ya. When | first canme here there was a bowing alley there. Then
when Federal sburg put a button plant there during the depression,
and they had a | ot of people go there to go to work in that. Then
t hey noved that bowing alley over there. Joe Caul k owned it. They
noved it over there, and set it up to Federal sburg, but they stil
had the pool roomthere. Ral ph G eenleaf, who was a chanpi on of the
United States at pool, he used to cone. He had a place at Boznman
He had a Japanese wife. She'd try to keep hi m sober enough to go to
the neets, but it was a job doing it. He could play pool when he
was sober enough to go do it. It was fun to go watch him He could
shoot all day | ong and never mi ss.

Dodds:
Next to the one place with the bowing alley is a place that |
think | ooks |ike a garage. W were talking about it earlier. You

said it had a livery in the back too.

Spencer:
Ya, and after that Max Lanbdon had an aut onobil e sal es agency
there. Sold Model -T Fords.

Dodds:

Ok. That is the area where ACME used to have. ...

Spencer :

Ya. There's another house in there besides P.W's house. | can't

remenber whose that was. When we put in the ACVE, the ACME didn't
take up nmuch nore roomthan where the theatre was. One of those
houses, P.W's, was all tied in with the store, and it was torn
down. But then the next house was noved out Railroad Avenue, and |
think its the house that they've stuccoed and put sone brick...

Dodds:
Ch, on the right-hand side?

Spencer :
Ya. W didn't have nuch noney to build this building with, and I

was on the building plan. Howard Heal ey, we had nmade arrangenents;
bet ween the stock we sold and the noney we could borrow we had
$48, 000. So, Healey said "I'll build it for that." He said that he
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m ght nove one or two of those places, but he only noved the one.

Dodds:

The one on Railroad Avenue.

Spencer :

Ya. The theatre had a balcony init, and it had a wood floor init.
he sal vaged the floor. | often think about that when it snows. It

breaki ng through that old worn fl oor, that probably wasn't too
sound to begin with. That's what he did. He needed a deck for the
roof to go on, and he used that old fl oor.

Dodds:

What'd the | ocal people think about that novie house di sappeari ng?
Spencer:

Well, it disappeared |ong before that happened. | nean it was no
| onger operating. It was still operating during the war. Wth the
newsreel s and whatnot, they did OK Then after the war, | believe

the Fire departnment first took it over, and ran it as a community
thing. They tried to have novies there, but it didn't anmount to
anyt hi ng. Then a group bought it called the West Hall | nprovenent
Associ ation. They tried to do sonething with it, | can't renenber
what. Then a group got together: Dr. Hudson was one, M. Quillan
was one, and | was one. W sold sone stock, and borrowed sone
nmoney, and got the first store built, which was | ess than half the
size, but the sane depth, but not width. W |later had to buy nore
| and. Then we put the addition on.

Dodds:
So, the first store occupied just about where the old novie theatre
was.

Spencer :

Ya. just about that. Then where the B.W Harrison ice cream Parl or
was i s where the parking was. Then | ater they used that to add on,
to buy sone nore |and.

Dodds:
Wasn't the pavenent a | ot w der when you first got here?

Spencer:
Ya, Miuch wi der.

Dodds:
When did they stop w dening the road?

Spencer:
| think they were cut down in two stages. One not too many years
ago, and the first tinme maybe before Wrld War Two. It was nainly
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the cars were getting bigger, and they were parking parallel on
each side, and they weren't w de enough for trucks. The first tine
they were the widest on the right. I'"'mnot sure they ever took any
of f the left side. On the right they took of f at |east tw ce.
think the first tinme mght have been about the tinme of the War, but
alittle before. Since that it hasn't been all that nany years.

Dodds:
Were there brick pavenents at that tine/

Spencer:
No. There were sone, but none in the business section was.

Dodds:
Peopl e don't believe, too, that there used to be traffic lights in
St. Mchaels.

Spencer:

Ch, Ya. There definitely were. | believe there were two or three.

There was one at Railroad Avenue, and there was one on the school

street. That would be Chestnut, | guess. There by the little
market. | was thinking there was three, but if there was, 1've
forgotten where it was. But, these people, | don't know why they

didn't call the ferry, but they'd call the drugstore, asking if |

would mnd calling the ferry and telling themthat they would be a
few m nutes |l ate. They said they were | eaving now, and they'd be

there in a half hour, from Salisbury. It took an hour and a half to
two hours in that day.

Dodds:
So there were people maki ng mad dashes trying to get to the ferry

com ng through Sty. M chael s.

Spencer:

Ya. And, of course, in the sumertine was a busy tine, and
Chri stmas even. | guess the cars would be backed up all the way
fromd aiborne to St. Mchaels. | know |l certainly would see them
hal f way.

Dodds:

Different place when the ferry was running.

Spencer :

And they were still running the shuttle ferry during the war. As a

matter of fact, the day the war ended in Europe, ny wife was on the
shuttle ferry going to Romancoke. The nanager, B. Frank Shernman, he
was on the boat. | guess he was up in the pilot house. He got the
word the war ended, and he knew ny wi fe. Wien she went to get off
t he boat he saw her and told her.
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'l bet your wife was happy about that. Down by the old Masonic
Hal | they used to have a nuskrat...

Spencer:
They used to call that the Rat Den. The old school was right across
fromthat. That was M. Ernest Burns. Hs famly is still here,

sone of them Eddie Burns is the youngest. He used to live on their
farm down by Bozman. Dorothy Burns, who is Arnold Gardner's wfe
lives here. He was supposed to be the | argest deal er in nuskrat
furs in the country.

Dodds:
Is that right? He stored themin that building, didn't he?

Spencer :
Yes.

Dodds:
Did you ever go inside there?

Spencer :

Ya, when | often would go to the door, and they'd be sorting them

or packing themto ship. There was a story that went around one
time. The railroad express was here at the tinme. This particul ar
time, this fellow who is now dead, there were a | ot of people who
t hought he was di shonest, he was working for Burns. He woul d take
these furs out to the express, after the | ast express went. The
agent would be there until about 5:00, and he woul d express these
things out, and arrange to steal them back (laughter). | don't
think that Burns was in on it. It was just sonebody that worked for
him At any rate, he bought a lot of fur. He also went in the
poul try business later, and he got big in that.

Dodds:

There used to be a brick yard here. Was that still going strong
when you cane here?

Spencer:

Not too much. i don't know that | ever did see the thing run. I

understand that they fired the thing with wood, and that was the
reason that the brick was so soft. | don't know whether that's so

or not. There were brick out there. If you were building a house
you woul d buy those bricks, and then face themw th harder brick
that you could buy in Easton. Then you woul d use these, they would
call them Sinon brick, you' d use themto back up.... | renmenber the
holes in the ground where they got the clay. As a natter of fact,
the town used that to dunp their trash in. Sonme of those hol es nust
have been 10 feet deep, and they did it for years. | renmenber ny
wife's nother; | built those three or four little houses out there
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for ny wwfe's nother and father who rented them And we had
trouble. there was rats and whatnot, and finally nade them stop
usi ng that dunp. But they just took all their garbage and trash and

dunped themin that hole, and that would be | ess than a bl ock from
Rai | road Avenue.

Dodds:
Do you renenber the Floatinc7 Theatre?

Spencer:

Ch, ya. Many tines |'ve been there. Ya, | knew MIt Seener. MIt
was a Captain. He was a strange fellow Ms. Howard, whose husband
had been a ship Captain, and I don't know whether it was her famly
or his that had noney, but MIt was their Chauffeur. They had a
nice big yacht, and they' d take the yacht to Florida every Wnter.

But, at any rate, she was nmuch ol der than he was, and she'd treat
himlike a nenber of the famly, and he could talk her into
anything. He was the one that tal ked her into buying that theatre.

The people that owned it, they knew that the end was in sight, but

t hey bought it and did run it for several years. Then | don't know
whet her they owned it or not when it caught fire and burned nost of
the top off it. Then the governnment used as a barge to take | unber
up and down when they were building for World War Two. It cane
here. | guess it cane to Easton, and St. M chaels, and Chestertown.
When they did the Narrows over at Tilghman, dredged those out, she
could go through there. That |et her pick up another show stop or
t wo.

Dodds:

Where did she usually tie up here in St. M chael s?

Spencer :

Long Wharf.

Dodds:

Do you renenber any of the boatbuil ders?

Spencer :

Ch, ya. | knew the very best one in the county, and nmaybe in his
lifetime he m ght have been the best on the Shore; old Captain John
B. Harrison. I was very fond of him He was a great fellow. | knew

Captain Denny Harrison. | knew. ...

Dodds:
Denny Harrison had a little business....

Spencer :
Alittle business right down the street where they're renodeling

that old house that's falling down.
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Dodds:

VWi ch street is that? Is that Chestnut?

Spencer :

It's Chestnut, | guess. But, anyhow, there's where he built boats.

He |ived down in one of these places where now they have board [sic]
and breakfasts, or sonething, next to the St. Mchaels Inn. And he
m ght have lived in that house. It was one of those little brick
houses there. Then there was Chad Jones. He had where the hotel is
now. He had a boatyard there, and |l ater Ned Boshell ran it, but Ned
didn't build boats, but Chad Jones built boats.

Dodds:

¥EII, Ned Boshell's yard was the sane spot where Chad Jones had
Is.

Spencer :

Ya, after Chad di ed.

Dodds:

Were the Kirbys still....

Spencer:

No. | renenber they had a boat underway there, a big boat like a
tugboat or sonething. | can just barely renenber about that. And |

renmenber M. Jesse told ne about, that they went broke buil ding
this boat. There was a lot of big oak around here. Gak in those
days didn't have nmuch val ue. They'd cone down here and get the
knees, and whatnot. | think they said there were Indians that they
used to end down here to look at a tree and tell how to saw it up.

They were building this big tug boat, and went broke. And whoever
was having it built had to cone here and pay of f people, and haul ed
the thing to Baltinore, and had it finished. And | guess that was
the last one. | renenber themtal king about it, but | don't

remenber actually seeing it.

End of Side 2 of Cassette. Begin Side 1 of Second Cassette.

Spencer :

Ceorge Tar's Dad, | don't think he owned the business, but he sort
of ran it for whoever did own it, and they didn't build anything.
They just did mnor repairs, and they'd haul boats and paint them
And then they'd | et people go inside this floating dock and pai nt
their boats fromthe waterline up. Then a man from over around
Chestertown, Queenstown, | believe, He bought the yard fromold
H P. Brown, who had cone here during the Depression, bought the
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hotel. He was a ... we used to call himHot Howard. But, at any rate,
he owned that property. He owned a | ot of those down by Hell's
Crossing, and all. And he sold it to this man from Queenst own. He

brought a fellow by the name of Ray Turner, who |lived there where
the Dupont's have it now It's over thee to the right of the boat
yard. They built a few boats, sonme yachts, and nmaybe snall yachts,
or sonething, and did sone repair. This nman, whose name | don't
renenber, he was in the yacht circle, and he'd bring bigger boats
in here that needed hauling, and repair, and whatnot. During the
begi nning of the war, the governnent was building a |ot of things,
and they gave hima job to build a |lot of survey skiffs. They were
just a big awkward-1 ooking rowboat. He built two or three dozen of
t hose. Then when | cane back he had gone, and Ray then owned it.
Ray ran it and he lived there in that little house.

Dodds:
Ray who?

Spencer:
Ray Turner.

Dodds:
Ray Turner.

Spencer:

Ray drank a lot, and his wife was a school teacher. and | guess
t hey made as nmuch as they needed to from her incone, but I don't
renmenber that ever anmounting to very nuch

Dodds:
Was Robert Lanbdon buil di ng when you first....

Spencer :

Ya. He was living here, and living out where Doc Swan's office is,

| believe. It was right along there, anyway. He built a | og canoe
or two in ny tinme, | renenber. John B. Harrison built a nunber of

them Wen | was with Jesse and Son, it was an education to know
old John B. If there was ever a guy; if you ever heard the
expression "doing it the hard way" he certainly did it that way. He
had a little shop on a place called Devil"s Island. It had a
ri ckety crooked wal kway. Each tine the winter would cone and take
half of it up. He'd go find it. It would drift ashore, and he'd put

it back. We used to deliver lunber there. He used to build big
boats there. He used to put it on a little scow and pole it out

there, or walk it. W had three or four colored fell ows working
there, and they used to cuss old John B. He'd get this l[unber, and
you'd try to put as nuch as you coul d, because you didn't want to
make any nore trips than you had to, and the wi nd woul d be bl ow ng.

But, he was a fine gentlenan, and an excell ent nechanic. Just no
power tools. | renenber he built this big boat going to Nassau. He
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pl anked it | engthw se, and used Georgia pine, 5/4 by 12, and he
used Georgi a pine keel son and si ster keel son, and we furnished
them He did it for a Doctor who was from Fl ori da. He was supposed
to have this boat built to bring fruit from Nassau, or sonepl ace.
He was an asshole. Probably read too many books or sonet hing.
Anyway, he wanted to put teak wood on the decks of this boat. Well,
it was a power boat. It had one big engine init. It was a G ay
engine, and it set off to one side of the big engine, and it had a
bi cycl e-type sprocket and chain. And if the big engi ne broke down,
you took it out of gear and this turned the sane wheel, but it went
at a slower speed. Anyway, he wanted this teak wood, and | could
remenber John B. telling him... Wen John B. got to figuring on a
j ob, or need sonebody, he'd call ne and want to know how nuch oak
we had was dry, and so forth. John B., he was tall, raw boned, and
he had fingers and hands bigger than ny hands. | remenber him
saying "Doctor, Its going to nmake that boat dead in the water to
put all that heavy lunber on it. You m ght want to put a conbing
around it, but you don't want to put all that teak on that boat."
And the Doc said that no, he'd talked to a Naval Architect. So, we
ordered that teak, and we ordered it in New York, but couldn't find
anyone who knew nmuch about New York that would rip it and dress it.
It was so hard that they conplained that it would tear their
pl aners up. So we finally found sonmeone in Philadel phia that we did
business with on a regular basis to dress it, and rip it. So, we
sent it there, and had it all ripped up and dressed the way we
wanted it. And | renenber it was heavy. A 2" by 10", 10' | ong,
you'd have to take two nen. It was just like iron. So, anyway, we
took it there, and John he kept at it, and every tinme he'd see this
Doctor, he'd nention it. So, finally the Doc began to investigate.
And so, one day he said "Well, Captain John, You tal ked nme out of
it. I"'msure its going to be too heavy. Its going to nmake her cone
down at the nose." So, he said "That's the best thing you ever did,
is not use that stuff." So, at the end, h wanted to take it of f the
bill. And old John B. said "You ordered it. | tried to talk you out
of it. You're going to pay for it. These people ordered it for you
and they ordered it fromne, and ny reputation is at stake here.
And I'mnot going to drive another Jesus nail in this thing until
you pay for that lunmber"” (laughs). So, he paid for it. But he's
just a splendid old man, and | bet he never signed his nane to a
contract. He was high class.

Dodds:
Di d YOU know where Robert Lanbdon built his boats here?

Spencer:

It seened to nme that ...l thought he built themout in the back
yard. Its what npst people did. A lot of themdidn't have
boatyards. | suspect there's sonebody around here that renenbers
that better than | do.
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Dodds:
| was just curious.

Spencer :
| think that nost of them would build a boat in the backyard, in

éhg wintertine, or when they were not busy doing what they normally
id.

Dodds:

Well, it sounds like you have a fund of information there Al ex.
Spencer :

Vell, I learned a lot working for M. Jesse. The Adans Floating

Theatre. that thing had 18 by 18 inch keel on it. It was sort of a
flat-bottoned scow, but you had to have a keel and a sister keel to
support that weight. And it becane rotten, and they took it over to
Crockett' s Boat Yard to have a new one put init. And there weren' t
a lot of woods even in those days. And now there are al nbst none
where you can go out and find...it was probably 40 feet | ong or

longer. It was oak. It had to be 18" by 18" squared up. And M.

Jesse, he knew where everything like that was. He knew the | unber
busi ness. The fellow that bought the farm where right now Bl ack and
Decker is, there was, and still is a woods there to the left of it
goi ng out towards route 50. Fellow by the nane of Jeff Freel and,

who worked for the m |l work people, bought that farm and that wood
had snooth-bark pines in it as big as a rain barrel. They were old
grow h. So, Jeff didn't want to sell himone, but he sort of had
sone | everage on him Jeff did our mllwork, and we bought our
doors and wi ndows fromhim So, Jeff finally consented to |let us
have that tree. we paid for it, but not that nuch. W had a heck of
a job getting it out of the woods. It weighed tons, that tree did.

We had a sawm || that would cut up to 40 feet, since we often cut
keel s, and we had an extension on it. So, we cut that thing out,

and took it to Crockett's, and they put it in that boat. They put
it in green, but that's what they did nost of the tine in those
days. The keels woul d al ways be green, and they'd treat them and
if they had tinme, they'd put themin a marsh over the winter, and
let salt cure them But this one didn't have tinme. They put it in
there just as we cut it. Alot of it was heart. That was, | guess,

t he bi ggest piece of |unber we ever cut.

Dodds:
That was a big boat. Did you still use those |unber carts with the
great big wheel s?

Spencer :

Ya. W, to get that piece out, used probably two or three. W got
one end of it up on the bed of the truck, and |lashed it there. Then
we used two carts. We didn't have a set. There was an old set
there, but they set there and rotted. We borrowed them from
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somebody. | think it was old nman Sam Arl and had sone of them |
renmenber Frank R ttenhouse had a small sawm ||, and he used oxen.
Dodds:

Ya. That was quite comon. Did you know anyt hi ng about the house
that the church is considering knocki ng down?

Spencer:

| guess | was the one that got the thing started. George Rednond
said that it was built in the 30s. | knew better than that. The
first person | told was M. Maxwell. | was out there at the tine.

Had an old car out there I was working on, and he was hel pi ng ne,
and | nmentioned it to him And told himit was an old house. dd
M. Charlie Marshal lived in it when | was working in the | unber
yard. He was a carpenter, so you knew all the Carpenters. That was
inthe 30s. And | think I've read in the bulletins they put out on
it, that he bought it about 1910. | knew he lived there, and | knew
fromtime to tinme he renodeled it, and added to it, and whatnot.

Dodds:
Soc,]I it was Charlie Marshal who converted it into what it | ooks |ike
t oday.

Spencer:

Ya. Over the period of sone years. He was a big powerful nman. He
was a crude old fellow, really. He was a strange individual. He
could do nore work than nost two nmen, and yet, if you brag on him

as | renenber one man did, About how nuch he was doi ng, he'd be
just as disturbed with you and just as infuriated if you had
conpl ai ned about him | renenber out where Pat Morris lives. |

built that house, and there's a little one-car garage there. It was
anice little garage. It had cypress weat herboarding. It had
factory-nmade doors, and two windows in it. And the old man did that
garage on a contract for $25.00, including all the | abor. Hung the
two doors, and the weatherboard, and it had a wood shingle roof. He
was ... but crazy. | renenber he used to oyster in the wintertinme. He
was powerful and hardwor ki ng man. And any nman who could work rea

hard, oysters were 35 cents per bushel, could make nore noney than
by working by hand. O d M. Mnsfield had been postnaster under

sone republican president. | guess when Roosevelt went in, he went

out, because he was republican. So, they appointed hima Fisheries
I nspector. He was real tall and skinny, a nice old gentleman. He'd
go down to the wharf. They didn't have police boats back in those
days. He's just see themwhen they'd bring the oysters in. And he' d
| ook at them and if there was a certain percent of themsnall, you
had to throw them over. So, this particular day M. Mnsfield said
"M . Marshal, they're just too small, so |I'mgoing to have to ask
you to throw them overboard. 1'mgoing to have to go with you to
see that you do it." So, old man Marshal just blew up |ike a frog.

And they went on out. He had a fast boat. He had a fantail boat he
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built, with sone kind of big autonpbile engine. So, they got out of
the harbor, and M. Mansfield said "This is alright, you can just
throw them overboard here." He said "No, Goddanmt, this isn't
where | caught them this is not where I'"'mgoing to throw them
overboard." So he took themover to the nmouth of the We. | don't
know i f he caught themthere or not. So, M. Mansfield said that he
was just like crazy, shoveling those oysters over. And he finally
got the | ast one, and he said "Now |I've thrown these oysters
over board. You've discharged your duties, and |I'm goi ng hone, and
you get the hell overboard" (laughter). It was on the flats, and
the old man was tall.

Dodds:
Is that right? Did he make hi m go overboard?

Spencer:

Ya, and if it hadn't been for a |ot of people, he'd spent sone tine
in jail over that. The old man wal ked ashore.

Dodds:

That's funny. | loved that. Well, |I've got to go down the
street....

End of Recording
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