Interviewwth M. Qs Plutschak (P.O Box 1176, St. M chael s,
MD 21663) 11/ 23/ 88. Present were R Dodds and Joe Liener,

M. Plutschak was born do April 18, 1904 and noved to Easton

in the 1930s. He was a barber by profession but in the evenings
he built a nunber of *Scrappy Cats," a Ral ph Wl ey design.

He al so raced them M. Plutschak worked in a Canbridge shipyard
during Wrld War U, and also in Annapolis. For many years he
hunted and fished in the |ocal area. He donated his hunting

jacket to CBWM (88,32m1) .
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Interviewwith M. Gus Plutchak, 11/23/88. Present were Ri chard
Dodds, and Josef Liener.

Dodds:

Gus, If you would Iike, we'll go down to the Museum proper and have
a | ook around, but | thought that before we do that, if we could
talk alittle bit about; | know you built a nunber of boats, and
your nane cones up quite a bit with the scrappy cats.

Pl ut chak:

Yes. | built 13 of them

Dodds:

You built 13?

Pl ut chak:

Yes. | got the plans from Ral ph Wley. | had never built one
before, and never did any sailing. Didn't know howto sail. So,
bought the plans fromhim and built the first of them | went to

Oxford, and all the regattas. Ral ph WIley beat ne for about four
years, before | got so as | could beat him Then every tinme he
would win it would be "Nice race, GQus." But, if | beat him he
woul d be so damm nmad, he would go right straight hone (|l aughter).
He couldn't take a |oss.

Dodds:
When did you build your first one? Do you renenber the year?

Pl ut chak
No.

Dodds:
Before the war?

Pl ut chak:

Darned if | know Let's see. | came to Easton in '25. | guess |
wor ked there a couple years before | got interested in sailing.
Along in there sonewhere

Dodds:
Did you build themup at that house there in Easton, In the back,
or was it sonewhere el se that you started buil di ng?

Pl ut chak:
I built the first one.... W had an addition, a |lean-to, next to
t he house.

Dodds:
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This is the house that you sol d.

Pl ut chak:
| sold. Yes. | built that one, and when | renodel ed the house, |
tore that section off. | built nyself an 18 by 30" cinder bl ock

buil ding in the backyard, next to the alley, and that's where |
built the rest of them

Dodds:

We have these plans in the collection. These are plans of the
scrappy cat that were done by Ralph Wley. I'll turn this other one
around.

Li ener:
1932.

Dodds:
Yes. These plans were done in 1932 by Ral ph Wl ey.

Pl ut chak:
Vel l, how about that.

Dodds:
This is his original ink drawing. Are these the sane ones that you
woul d use then gus?

Pl ut chak:
Yes. | bought them from him
Dodds:

Did he design it?

Pl ut chak:

Yes. He built the boat, the first one, and I think after that he
made the plans up. It was a right fast boat. It had a | ot of canvas
on it. He went ahead and nmade up the plans.

Dodds:

W' ve got a couple of sail plans. | think this was the earlier sai
pl an, this one.

Li ener:
That got a date on it?

Dodds:
1932.

Li ener:
1932.
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Dodds:
It has sort of a gaff

Li ener:
Yes.

Pl ut chak:
They all had a gaff.

Dodds:
Yes, all the ones that you built.

Pl ut chak:
Yes. Sixteen foot on the boom That's right. And eight-sonething on
the gaff. Thirteen-sonething.

Li ener:
Thirteen foot on the gaff.

Pl ut chak:

Ei ght -sonething fromhere to the gaff.

Dodds:

Yes, 8 3". Did you find that this was a hard boat to build?

Pl ut chak:

No, it really wasn't. Instead of having washboards, | had strip
washboards; white cedar and redwood. | varnished them It made them
ri ght fancy-looking. |I had no trouble selling either one of them

Dodds:

VWhat were the hulls made from then?

Pl ut chak:
Wiite cedar. Down in Dorchester, way back in some woods back there,
the man had a little pile of white cedar, and I was interested. He

sold ne the whole pile for eight dollars. | built a scrappy cat out
of it.

Dodds:

Did you build themto order, or did you build them on specul ati on?
Pl ut chak:

No. | built every one for nyself, and sell it in the spring; race
it in the sumer, then sell it next fall or in the spring, and go

ahead and bui |l d anot her one.

Dodds:
You must have done this every wnter for about thirteen years,
t hen.
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Pl ut chak:

| did, yes.

Dodds:

How many boats were racing back then, Gus?

Pl ut chak:

|'ve raced against as many as 35; sone in Chestertown, sone in
Centereville. Oxford had a few, | pean St. M chaels. Oxford had
about 20-24, or sonewhere along in there.

Dodds:

How many are around now? Do they still sail?

Pl ut chak:

No. | don't know where there is even one. Yes | do. Barclay
Creek[?] built one. And | was the first one to sail it. He was
going to build it, and | advised himas nuch as | could. He wanted
nme to be there when he put it overboard, and sail it with him |
peaked the gaff just as high as | could get it. | nade this wire

real tight, so this gaff would go right up against the nast. She
woul d go right straight up, which made things a whole | ot better
going to w ndward.

Li ener:
You made a sliding gunner rig out of it.

Pl ut chak
| don't know what you call it.

Li ener:
Yes. \When your spar lays right up against the nast....

Dodds:

Joe worked up at the Phil adel phia Navy Yard for many years buil di ng
boats, wooden boats. You had a number of cat boats, too, didn't
you?

Li ener:
Oh, yes.

Pl ut chak:

The last four years that | raced these, nobody beat ne. | won every
race. The class was getting disgusted with ne. Alot of themwere
tal ki ng about getting out of the class, and getting into a cl ass
where they had a chance of wi nning sonething. |I said "No, |I'11
quit, you go ahead," which | did.

Li ener:
Was that rigged a little different to start off with, QGus?
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Pl ut chak

No, just |ike that.

Dodds:

Where did they have the races, for the nost part?

Pl ut chak:

Tred Avon. Oxford. Every Sunday from Decoration [Menorial ? ] Day to
Labor Day. | raced scrappy cats a lot. | raced conets, with Jimmy

Spear. He built themat Oxford Ship Yard. W went up to New York
for the Nationals, and he would rather entertain, and stay out al
ni ght, than worry about the races. W canme hone with third prize,
with 35 boats in it. Next year they brought it to Oxford. Had 5
races. The last race we were two and a half points in the |ead, and
we were | eading the fleet by one hundred yards. W had the | ast
time upwind. It got real light, and that's when the whi skey broke
out. Wen that whiskey broke out on him then he just |let go of the
tiller. It went over to the side and the boat stopped. fourteen
boats went by us. W wound up either third or fourth in the series.
I could have killed him the bastard.

Dodds:
That's too bad.

Pl ut chak:
After racing with himfor two years, winning everything, to let you
down |ike that.

Dodds:
Ya.

Pl ut chak:
That hurt ne so, | went hone crying. | swear to God, it really
hurt. The Nationals, and get let down like that. And damm if he

didn't build a star boat the next year and ask nme to sail with him
| told him"You son-of-a-bitch, I wouldn't sail with you if you

were the last man on earth."” He |let ne down.

Dodds:

How did you like the conets to sail?

Pl ut chak:

Fine. Nice little boat.

Dodds:

You probably ran into C. Lowndes Johnson a few tines, eh?

Pl ut chak:

Ch, yes. | often talked to him Ya, himand his brother went up to

California and won the whol e thing.
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Dodds:
Do you nake any variations on the plans, Qus?

Pl ut chak:
No. | stuck right to the plans.

Dodds:
To your know edge, are any of the boats you built still around?

Pl ut chak:
I don't think so.

Dodds:
Did you build anything el se?

Pl ut chak:
No. | worked in a shipyard for four years, during the war.

Dodds:
Wi ch yard?

Pl ut chak:
Canbridge. And about 4 or 5 nonths, | worked over in Annapolis. W

were building these PT boats.

Dodds:
What yard in Annapolis?

Pl ut chak:
| forgot now what it was.

Dodds:
What were they building down in Canbridge during the war?

Pl ut chak:
They built sone big boat that was supposed to go up in the Arctic
regi on, around 200 feet [long]. And what they called sub chasers;

smal | er boats around 40 or 45 feet.

Dodds:
Are these wooden boats, Gus?

Pl ut chak:
Yes.

Dodds:
What were you doing at the yard down there in Canbridge?

Pl ut chak:
Trimm ng up the pilot house. Wien | went over to Annapolis they
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gave ne a job in the pilot house, trinmmng it out. The guy that
trimed out the pilot house before, it took it about a nonth. They
had the six-section w ndshields. They'd set the plywood in there,
then build a chart table about three foot by four foot. It would
take him just about a nonth to build those two pieces, and | did it
in a week. | got fired (laughter).

Dodds:
You were going too quick, eh?

Pl ut chak:

Yes, they wanted to make noney out of ne. "Drag it out, the
government's paying for it." | didn't knowthat. | didn't work that
way .

Li ener:
Did you ever run across a fellow over there by the nane of Harold
Anger ?

Pl ut chak:
I'msure | did.

Li ener:
Bright little fellow.

Pl ut chak:
Yes.

Li ener:
He made a | ot of patterns.

Pl ut chak:

Dick Hartche, he was a hell of a nice man; head man of the yard.
Li ener:

Yes, | knew him

Pl ut chak:

And hi s brother.

Li ener:
The whole famly.

Pl ut chak:

Hi s brother was the foreman. He's the one that fired ne. | never
forgave himfor that. That was a dirty trick. Hell, he could have
told nme. | could have sl owed down.

Dodds:

What yard woul d that have been then, Joe?
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Li ener:
Trunpy's.

Pl ut chak:
Yes, Trunpy's.

Dodds:
Yes. OK

Pl ut chak:
They built PT boats over there. And just about the tine that the
war was over they sent one of themup north somewhere. One of each,

different yards, everybody sent a boat, and we came honme with first
prize, Annapolis Yard.

Li ener:

é rﬁﬁenber when Trunpy noved down there. He noved down there from
oster.

Dodds:

Gus, did you know many other boat builders fromthis area when you
were ... did you run into themquite a bit when you were working on
t hese boats?

Pl ut chak:

No, | didn't. I'd barber from@8:00 to 5:00, and then went hone to
supper, and went to ny workshop. | ve been too busy to fool around.
Dodds:

| guess so.

Li ener:

Did you renenber another supervisor over there by the name of Al
May ?

Pl ut chak:
| remenber that name, but | can't place him

Li ener:
He cane fromup in Jersey.

Pl ut chak:
Yes?

Li ener:
He was with them when they were out to Canden, out there on
Cooper's Point, before they noved down to G oster.

Dodds:
GQus, you nentioned sone of your fishing exploits. You were quite a
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fisherman on the Bay for Stripe....

Pl ut chak:
They call themrockfish. That's one thing | could really catch.
caught every damm one of themon a quarter ounce bucktail; white

head, green skirt, and a piece of pork rind that |long; from 24
pounds down. Every spring the big ones would cone up, and every
f%}l when they were com ng back fromup north and you woul d catch
a few

Dodds:
You nentioned that one day you caught about 97...99...7

Pl ut chak:
93.

Dodds:
93.

Pl ut chak:

Yes. That was the tinme that a man by the nane of Al fred Knock, his
Uncl e was com ng down fromup north, and all he ever caught was
fresh-water fish, and alfred wanted nme to take himrock fishing.

So, he cone down and we caught 93 right at the buoy at Deepwater
Point. And 5 boats were circling around, just in the way. Every
timte we would go by them we would have three fish. They woul d cone
al ongsi de of ne, and ask "QGus, what the hell are you using?" And I

would pull up ny line and show them a white-head bucktail with a
green skirt, with pork rind. There's about 8 to 12 feet of water
there. They would troll right by it; no lead. | didn't use no |ead.
When you think the bucktail's just about to lure, raise your thunb,

until you feel her hit bottom It's hard sand bottom You won't get
hung. But just throw her back in gear, give it a couple of little
jerks like that, you'll have him That's what we did. The other
ones towed themright up on top. We dropped it right down to them

And i went across the nouth of Long Haul [?] Creek, right across
fromSt. Mchaels on the right-hand side, going in, by nyself one
norni ng. Caught 123, and | knew | could get two or three nore going
up Mss Kitty's Cove, by the yacht club where Mss Kitty |ives. |
kept my boat there all the tinme. | knew | could catch 2 or 3 nore,

and I wound up with 125 quick. It's so sinple to catch those rock

I don't know why anybody el se couldn't catch them And they never
even went for themat all during the sumrer. The only tine that

they would catch a fewwith their nets would be early spring and
late fall. They al ways thought that they went down the bay for the
w nter. But they stayed right here for the sumrer. They stayed
right there in the shall ow water, and nobody would | ook for them

Al'l they ever knew here, then, was trolling with 16 ounces of | ead,

wire lines, all kinds of spoons. And | was catching themright at
the edge of the shallow water. The m nnows woul d have to get to the
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edge of the grass, and I would troll right at the edge of the
grass. They woul d see ny bucktail cone by and grab ' hol d.

Dodds:
What did you do with all that fish?

Pl ut chak:

H&G Rest aurant took every one | caught for 25 years. They said "we
know you work in your barber shop. You got to be to work at 8:00.

You go out every norning and catch 20-30 fish, and you bring them

in here. W buy them and half of themare still alive. Wen you go
out in the evening, we stay open until 10:00, you cone back with
maybe 25 nore. And then half of themare still alive. That's they
way | want them | know they're fresh, and I'll take every one you
catch. "
Li ener:

That's the reason they had a good busi ness up there, Cus.

Pl ut chak:
Yes.

Li ener:
I renenber when he started.

Pl ut chak
| do too.

Dodds:
What ki nd of boats were you using when you were fishing?

Pl ut chak

Just flat-bottonmed skiffs that | built nyself. Wth a Briggs and
Stratton, 8 horsepower with a clutch, so that when |I hook a big
fish, I can throw her out of gear and go to work on it. | took
Valentine MIler one tine. | don't renmenber if you renenber himor
not. He used to work with Bob Roberts.

Li ener:
Oh, vya.

Pl ut chak

| took himone day, and he had been going with sonmebody, there on
the mles River all the tine. And all they'd ever do was Bl oody
Point Light, with 16 ounces of |ead, and they would troll al ong
t hat edge and catch a fewrock. And | took himinto shall ow water,

and i guess we caught 25 or 30. He said "now, |I'd like to hook a
big one.”" | said "Ok." W went over to the nmouth of the We. W
come off of that point....
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Li ener:
Ri ght off of that |edge there.

Pl ut chak:

Ya. Right by that point, heading up river; sort of nmade a turn, let
her drop down in there. He said "I got it!" You could have heard
himin St. Mchaels (laughter). He got himin, got himup to the
boat, | dipped himup. He was sitting in the boat on the netal seat
like this, and the fish was |aying between his legs. It was about
15 to 17 pounds, or sonething |ike that. Meanwhile, | hooked one.
He forgot all about ne; was still admring that fish. Finally, I
had the fish up beside the boat. | said "Conme on! Get this darned

fish! I got one, too!" He junped up then, grabbed the net, dipped
my fish. He said "I've seen it all."”

Li ener:
You ever run into old Junpy over there at the nouth of the We?

Pl ut chak:
Oh, yes. Many tines.

Li ener:

Ya, that was one of his favorite places to go. That bank dropped
right off like that, and those oysters grew on the side. You had to
go a little bit different tonging there. Well, you nust have run
across Uncle N ck Haddaway, too, out there

Pl ut chak:
Ch, vya.

Li ener:
Over to Hamlton Hill

Pl ut chak:

| didn't know what all those places were called, all those hills
and creeks. Al them | didn't know what they were talking about.
I was catching fish there, just the sane.

Li ener:
How about Di scovery? Did you ever hit that?

Pl ut chak:
No.

Li ener:
Ri ght off of the nouth of Tilghman Creek.

Pl ut chak:
Ya, |'ve fished in there. | loved it.
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Li ener:
There's a hunp out there. That was called D scovery.

Pl ut chak:

| never heard that (laughter). Ya, |'ve fished out there a nunber
of times.

Li ener:
How about the big hole in back of Tide MIIl, on the up-river side.

Pl ut chak:
Let ne think ... Tide MII....

Li ener:
Ham Iton H Il there.

Pl ut chak:
There you go again. | don't know where Hamilton Hill is.

Li ener:
Wel I, you know where Martinghamis, now.

Pl ut chak
Yes.

Li ener:
And Voshell had a duck blind right out there on that point for a
whi | e.

Pl ut chak:
That's right.

Li ener:

In back of that duck blind, | forget what they call that woods over
there, but right towards that woods was a big hole that was about
30 feet deep.

Pl ut chak:
Yes.

i ener:
bet you hit that.

Pl ut chak:
Yes sir.

Dodds:
You every do any net fishing?

Pl ut chak:
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Once or twice, for perch in the spring. | renmenber | had a brand-
new net. | went up the Tred Avon, Up one of those creeks, and set
her right across the whole creek. | started at this end. | didn't
get three feet before | caught a perch this big; the biggest dam
perch I ever seen in ny life. | kept on across, taking them out.
Finally, | had around two bushels. Right along in the mddle...

End of First Side of Tape.

Dodds:
You never did go after Terrapin, or anything, then.

Pl ut chak:
No.

Li ener:
Do you think we'll ever have the rock back |ike we used to?

Pl ut chak:

We got a hell of a sight nore than they think we got, now The
rivers are full of them the Choptank, the Ml es, and everywhere;
big stuff. I know, last spring, Sawer from Oxford, he and his wfe
got alittle alumnumskiff with a 15-horse outboard, been catching
these small rock right in front of their wharf. Every tinme we go by
we catch one or two. They said "we'll slip out there and catch 8 or
10, cone on up, and clean themup, and have themfor lunch.” | said
"Ok." Waich we did, and | was sitting there "well if you're not
ready to quit, | got one spot at the nouth of Trappe Creek; | would
like to go over there and see if those rock are in there.” | went
back, and I give himthe marks to run, and he did, and every tine
we went over that spot, his wife and | each hooked a rock. W went
over it five tinmes, and had nine rock and a dowdy. Beautiful fish;
it was a damm shane that we had to throw t hem back.

Li ener:
I wonder how that dowdy slipped in there.

Pl ut chak
| don't know. Unless she was letting it out too fast, and..

Li ener:
It dropped down on the bottom

Dodds:
Did you ever catch anything el se when you were fishing?
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Pl ut chak:
Sone of those damm bl uefi sh. Now and then a trout.

Li ener:
| take it you didn't care too nuch for the bluefish

Pl ut chak:
| don't care for themat all.

Li ener:
I''mthe sane way.

Pl ut chak:
Yes sir. 1've got no roomfor them

Dodds:
Gus spends part of his tine in the Hi ggins Yard now, keeping an eye
on the operation down there.

Li ener:
Did you make wooden jaws for your gaff, Gus?

Pl ut chak:

The first one. Then after that | nmade brass ones.

Li ener:

Un- huh, like he's got drawn there. You used to have a duck blind
over in the We Narrows, didn't you?

Pl ut chak

No. Mne's up at Kirby's Warf, just bel ow Canbridge Bridge, inside
Dixon Bay. I1'll admt, we baited, |ike everybody else. W had the
ducks; yes sir, canvasbacks and redheads, plenty of them W never
shot until 10:00 in the norning, and at 4:00, we were done. W

woul d get out of there and put our corn out. By that tine they were
ready to conme and get it. They were |anding outside, waiting for us
to get out of there, so as they could get that corn (laughter). Can
| snoke?

Dodds:
Sure. W'll get you an ashtray. You snoke?

Li ener:
No, thanks.

Dodds:
VWhat were you shooting with?

Pl ut chak:
I was shooting with... | can't renenber his nane.
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Dodds:

| was tal ki ng about the gun. What gun were you usi ng?

Pl ut chak:

| shot a 1950, when they first came out, automatic. In fact about
2 years ago, | sold it. A man, he had two of them he |iked them
so. But they were hanging up. Mne, it never did hang up. | told
himthat. He wanted her, and | told him"when | get ready to sel
it, I"I'l let you know." Which | did, and he was tickled to get her

He said he shot her that whole fall, and she never did hang up.

Li ener:
Was that a Renm ngton, or a Browning?

Pl ut chak:
Renm ngt on.

Dodds:
I noticed by your license tags that you started shooting around...
think 1936 was the earliest one there.

Pl ut chak:
| don't know when | did get the first one. | used to know, but not
now.

Dodds:
What nade you decide that you wanted to get the first |icense every
year ?

Pl ut chak:

I don't know. It was Tom Faul kner, was the one that was | ooki ng out
for ne. He knew | wanted nunber 1, and they'd cone in the first of
July, and nobody ever thinks about hunting licenses in July, and
he'd lay nunber 1 away for me; fill it out and lay it away with the
rest of them Boy, he did that for years. That's when | got nunber
1.

Dodds:

When did you stop shooting, Qus?

Pl ut chak: _ _

| went once in two years, and that was doving. | used to | ook

forward to go dove shooting the first of the season. Damn i f
didn't go and ask Bert wheel er, the gane warden, "when does doving

season start?" "Hell, it's been over for four days. " Here I shot it
for 60 years, and forgot the first day (laughter). It really got
nme. Had a farmer cone in one evening, said "I just started cutting
ny corn down there next to the woods, | got about 75 yards fromthe

woods cut. Every tinme | go back and forth, a |lot of doves go
flying. Cone down there in the norning. Then you can shoot themin
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the norning." | said "I'll be there." | went down. Twelve was the
l[imt. | got 12, and all the tinme | was waiting for himto cone by

this damm squirrel was chattering, and raising hell down in the
woods there, just inside the woods. So, | had ny 12, and i went

down there, and the brush was about as high as this ceiling. On the
ground there was no brush. It was clean. | could walk right through
there, and | cane right out to this big tree. | |ooked up to the

top of it, and there were squirrels everywhere. And | started

shooting. | started fromthe tree trunk out, as they cone to the

trunk and go down, I'd knock themoff. | killed six straight, and
m ssed a seventh com ng down the tree trunk. He was practically
falling out, he was com ng down so fast. |I went hone with 12 doves

and 6 squirrels.

Dodds:

Do you clean, and they'd eat the doves?

Pl ut chak:

No.

Dodds:

What did you do with the doves?

Pl ut chak:

| gave themto the boss, Curt Larrinore. He always had them
cl eaned. | have heard himsay a nunber of tines "people say you

can't eat a quail a day for 30 days, they're too rich. That's a
damm |ie. Because | know |'ve eaten themfor 30 days."

Dodds:
Have you ever eaten a dove, Joe?

Li ener:
Ch, ya.

Dodds:
What do they taste |ike?

Li ener:
Li ke a pigeon.

Pl ut chak
Dar k neat .

Dodds:
Ya. Do you get nuch out of then®

Li ener:
There's two good-size chunks of breast neat; a little bit on the
| egs, not nuch.
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Pl ut chak:
That's about all you get, breasts and two | egs.

Dodds:
VWhat was your favorite bird for eating?

Pl ut chak:
Quai | .

Dodds:
Quai | .

Li ener:
How about pheasant ?

Pl ut chak

Didn't care too nuch for them

Li ener:

No?

Pl ut chak:

No. | had a man who said "cone on down. | have a covey of birds
right in my garden. Bring your dog down, and we'll see if we can
kill some of them | want to thin themout a little bit." | said
"ya, I'll be down there."” | went down there, and we kill ed about
15, sonething like that. | gave themto him and | cane back to
town, and went to work. Then he cone in the barber shop with 5
$100. 00-dol lar bills, and said "I want that dog." | said "Mn, |
can't sell you ny dog."” No way in the world. I wouldn't think about
selling him He said "I can't blanme you." Curt Llama had the front
chair. | had the second one. When the nan got out the door he
turned to ne "you the dunbest son-of-a-bitch |I've ever seen in ny
life; turned down $500.00 for a dam dog." | said "Man, you don't
know what a dog neans to ne."

Dodds:

What kind of dog was it?

Pl ut chak:

Just a setter. | got a puppy out of her. And the first day | took

the puppy out | was hunting this dove that |lit on the other side of
t he branch, and | saw her stop, throw her head up and sniff. She

kept sniffing; didn't know what to nmake of it. | wal ked up to her.
She woul dn't nove. She just kept sniffing. Well, | stepped in the
brush, and out went a whole covey of bird. | didn't expect no bird
out of a puppy only about 7 nonths old. And just as one went over
the top of a sycanore tree, | clipped it. | didn't know whet her
hit it or not. I"mpretty sure | did, but |I cut off a |ot of

| eaves. And he fell on the other side of the tree, and | couldn't
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see. | wal ked over there, and called the dog. She cone over there,
and she saw himon the ground. She yipped and stood there | ooking
at it. Finally |I got her to goto it and pick it up, which was what
| wanted her to do. She gave it to nme, and | put it in ny hunting
coat. A covey of birds went right across the branch. W went right
over there after them Got right into them killed one or two. Got
i nto another covey. They went up the branch where the other ones
went. When | cane out of there, with that puppy, | had 15 maybe 18
bi rds. She never broke the stand. She stayed right there until |
told her "fetch.” Then she'd go to the bird. Next tinme |I took her
out and | shot, and the bird fell, she was gone. She got ne that
bird, and came right back. | don't know why, but the first time |
t ook her out, the whole day, she stopped and never broke the stand,
but after that she'd break at the shot of the gun. Which is
alright. The quicker you can get the dog to the bird, you're nore
apt to find him Man had an expensive dog he just bought. He gave
nme a great big pointer. He said "now give it to him because he's
going to spoil ny dog. He won't hold a stand. He won't honor the
ot her dog. He's going to go ahead, and they keep noving up. Finally
they get so close, they flush the covey. He's going to ruin ny dog.
"Il give you the damm pointer if you want him" | said "ya, 1'l]
take him" That fool was so danmm big he never got into a canter
He'd just walk with his head up in the air. My God, he had the
nose; find every damm bird there was. A nman from South Carolina
cane down there, and heard about nme killing a ot of birds, and he
wanted to go birding with ne. So, | took him He |eft the next day
to go back south. That's when ny dog left. Son-of-a-bitch cone
around nmy house that night and stole him

Dodds:
Is that right?

Pl ut chak:
That's what he did.

Li ener:
How i n the dickens did he get ahold of hinf

| ut chak:
don't know. | had himright in my workshop, right next to the
house. He just opened the door, | guess, and went in there. That
was a pretty damm dirty trick. I know damm wel | that when he got
hi m hone, and | know he had ot her dogs at hone, when ny dog, that
damm bi g pointer, wouldn't honor his dogs, he'd shoot the hell out
of him

Li ener:
That woul d spoil himfor good.

Pl ut chak:



Oal History 49 19

No. He'd been shot so damm nuch that it didn't make any difference.

| didn't shoot him | wouldn't shoot himfor nothing. But | know
he'd been ... Cayton got him Sheriff had him Deputy sheriff had
him And sonebody el se had himbefore Cayton got him they gave
hi m away because he woul dn't honor the other dogs. And he did the
same with ne.

Dodds:

Do you still have a dog?

Pl ut chak: _

No. | can't walk. About all i could do is to go fromhere to up
where | was on foot. Then | would have to stand still and let the

bl ood circul ate through ny | egs, before | could go again.

Dodds:
@Qus, do you want to go down to the nuseum and have a | ook around?
I know you haven't been there before.

Pl ut chak:
Ya, |'ve got nothing else to do.

Dodds: _
Joe, you want to come down with us?

Li ener:
Ya.

Dodds:
X.

End of Recording.
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