| NTERVI EW W TH RUTH HUBBARD
Decenber 2, 1900

0] Tell me nlittle about yourself, You' re 34 years ol d?

A Yes, I'll be 85 in April.

Q Were you born in St. Mchael s?

A. Yes.

Q But, you weren't born in this house?

A | wasn't born right in St. Mnhaols either. | was born on a
farmright outside of St. DOi ohnel s, But |'ve been in this

nei ghborhood all ny life.
Q What was the nane of the forn®

A Well, did you know where Julian Hopkins lived? Go up the road
here ,.. Do you know where they have that vegetable stand?

Q Yes.

A. On that lane right there. It goes right back to Solitude Creek.
| need to go out there now and see what they're doing, They tell

me they're building a million dollar hone there. But |I'm not going
out in this cold weather. But that's where | was born. Lived here
all my life, went to school right here.. .right through high school.
Q And you nmi den nane was?

A Evans.

Q Any relation to the Evans of Black ...

A Oh, Keith?

Q Yes.

A Yes, ny brother's son. My nephew.

Q And you went to school ?

A. In St. Mchaels, yes. The primary school was right bank here.

Yes, the old primary school.That's where | started with Ada Dean.
She was a a great old | ady.

Q That nane keeps popping UP.

A Ch anybody whoever lived in St. Mchaels knew M ss Ada Dean.
She taught the first grade for | don't know how many yenrs. |
guess ever since she was able to start teaching. She was quite
ol d where she di ed.
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Q | nust have run into about half a. dozen people who knew M ss
Ada De: _.n.

A Yes, -he |ived down Gace Street.

Q Apparently, she ruled with an iron hand, though

A She was good. Fromthat, over to the high school. That was:
l ong before the new hi gh school was built. The ol d hi gh schoo
over there. | was sorry they tore it down. It could have been
made into somrething. Ei ther a nursing hone or aa building for
sonet hi ng.

Q The buil ding seened structurally nothing wong with it.

A | don't know. They said it needed a new furnace and roof. But
that could have all been done. And those rooms were | arge enough
to make two apartnents ... plenty big.

Q |'"ve heard others also sa.y why did they ever tear it down.
A Yes. And it was a good location. If you worked there, you

could wal k uptown to the post office or bank, or sonething. It's
too bad they ever tore it down.

Q You rmust renenber the prinmary school burning.

Q- ' lived here [in this house] when the primary school burned
own.

Q When did you nove here?

A In 1934. My daughter was one year old. W noved here on her
birthday, and that's the reason | remenber.

Q Were you around when it happened [the fire]?

A | was working in the town office when it happened. It was one
o' clock, and | had Just gotten up there, when the sirens sounded.
And soneone said it's the apartnent house. So | cane back hone.
They had made apartnents out of it by then. That was a big fire.
In those days they didn't have quite as nany firemen and equi pnent.

Q | remenber Al ex Spencer telling ne he was one of the firenen
t here.

suspect so. Then they had noved the primary school over
where the high school was. And builtt the new high school. It | ooked
li ke he [who?? The owner of the building, |I think] waited until the

wind just was blowing it that way. It was a big fire. The sparks
went way over on Chestnut.
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Q | guess the local people were worried about their houses
catching fire.

A n my yes.. Everybody'was. They said he had the attic full of
newspapers. And that he had get the fire. | don't know what ever
becane of him He's from Maryland, | think. Thot was the second

tinme he's been nade to | eave different places. He had three, four
fires. He burned a yacht up down in Tilghman, now this one, and I

think there was one before that.
Q It nust have been quite an event when it happened.

A Ch yes it was. A man here in town bought it. Saved enough out
of it to build a hone out on Mapl e Avenue.

Q S0, sone pieces of it are still around in other buil dings?
We have sone photographs of that school ... early photos around 1908
with all the children about. It was a beautiful buil ding.

A It was a beautiful building.

Q It always amazed nme that a town the size of St. M chaels would
have sonething like that for a prinmary school

A It was a beautiful building. Many' s the tinme sat on that

I
front porch and played jacks with the rest of the Kkids.

Q | don't think you'd be in this picture then. You were a little
bit too young.

A | guess. | didn't start to school until | was seven. | was
born in 1904, so that woul d be about 1911, because | was si ck.
The doctor said not to send ne school .

Q This picture was taken about two years before. Although you

m ght recogni ze some of the people. Most  would be your
cont empor ari es. They all |l ook to be about seven or eight years
old. Thomas Sewel| took many of these phot os.
A | remenber Thomas Sewel | . He was in the bank for years and
years,

: Yes. He had a house down on Cherry Street which is no |onger
t here.
A Now, he was the boyfriend of this Mss Ada Dean. Used to talk
abgut it. Never got married. Never |ived together |ike they do
t oday.

Q They had a |ong romance by the sound of things.

A. Yes, he was her boyfriend.
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Q We have pictures of himand he has an old fashi oned bow er hat

and aa nustache. You nentioned about the famly who was living in
this house when you bought it.

A Well, the people who built this, well, | don''t know if they
built it or not. But the people, we bought it fromwere only here
a little while because he died and his wife noved back to
Balti nore. But before that, people naned Jefferson lived here. It
wasn't Jefferson.  The |ast people that were here was Jefferson.
The peopl e before that was Fai rbank. They were the ones that had
all the children, the 13 children. A common nane around here.

Q Do you renenber the first nanes of the couple?

A Wll, there were a couple of themhere in town yet. One was
named Clay. MIton. | don't renenber. They're all over the pl ace.

Connecticut, one was out in California. A couple of girls. One
of themmarried a Marshall. Fl orence, Marge [hard to foll ow
married Bob Marshall. | forgot the other one's nane. They were
nmostly boys. Three girls, but | think there were only two. They
all lived here. One of themtold nme this was the parlor, and she

said they used to put that w ndow up. They cane here one tine.
"We'd put the wi ndow and we' d sneak out, and Mther and Dad woul d
asl eep when we got hone. They didn't even hear us cone in." She
said we'd leave it open a little bit so we could get back in.

Q Were you [when you noved in] married? And what was your
husband' s nane?

A Yes, we were narried about six years. My husband's nane was
Hubbard, Martin Hubbard. We used to have the Hubbard's Apparel
upt own. VWhere the antique place is ... M Barry, where the new
bakery went in. That was our building. W sold himthat building.
We had that building built in 1948 | think it was.

Q Was that his profession? Wiat was he doi ng when you net hin?

A He was in the dry cl eaning business. And he was in it for about
33 years. And then he had a heart attack. And his doctor said to
him"Martin, how do you feel?" He said, "Sonetines |I feel good and
sonetines | don't". And the doctor said, "Now let ne tell you, now

you can get out of this business and you can live for a long tine.
Or you can stay in the and live for about six nonths." Martin went

rightt to the phone and phoned a fell ow in Easton, MZCord. He' d
been wanting to buy it, but Martin didn't want to sell it to him
And he said, "Walter, I"'mready to sell." And before noontine,

t hey had cl osed the deal. He came hone and told ne he'd sold out.

He told ne he'd sold out this norning, and then he told me what

t he doctor had said. And | said, "That's good, you shoul d have
done that a long while ago." So then, he sat around for a while
and didn't know what to do with hinself. He was in and out, in and
out. | said, "If you don't sit down..." He'd go up town, cone
honme sit and while, then go back. So he rented the front part of
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the building to McCord's for a place for themto tab- in work, and
he had all the back of it. So he canme hone one ?=° and said,
"Let” " i and | start aa store --- pen':_ clothing in the back." |
toltold him I didn't know anything about that. He said we could learn
and I agreed. We went to Baltimore. We didn't even know where
there was a. wholesale house to buy anything. People didn't know us,
of course. We'd ask one, then they'd tell us about another. |
remenber just as well. W bought $900.00 worth of nen's cl ot hes.
We cane hone, fixed up the store in the back. It wasn't any time
dt  all before we sold that out. We'd buy nore, order over the
phone.  You'd be surprised. w'd didn't even have an entrance on
the street--you had to go up the alley. W stayed back there for
two years, because they had leased it for two years. So we
renodeled it and noved into the front. It was really a great
success. Everyone said, "Ch, Martin, you're just pouring your noney
down a rat hole."” But Martin said Ok, but he was going to try it.
husband was one of those kind who didn't believe in charging a
big price. He said he woul dn't charge anybody nore than he would
want to pay hinself. He said if you give sonebody a good deal,
t hey'd conme back. And you know we had people fromall over--
Annapolis, all over Del awar e.

Q How | ong did the business |ast?

A W stayed there 10 years. Then he wasn't feeling good again,

and he thought he'd better quit, so he got a young man from Easton
to run it. He leased it to him He stayed there a while, got a
swel | ed head. Spent too much noney, nore than he could afford. So
he just... The people cane back on us for the bills. So we had to
cl ose hi m up. Then we sold out to [?] Stein. He didn't do
anyt hi ng. Finally we just closed it out and sold the building.

Q What year was that?

A When he first went in there, it had been about 20 years. And
he was there about 10 years. Must have been about ' 78, ' 77,
sonmething like that. And he could have really made a fortune today
if he had stayed there and done that because of all the people we
have in town. In those days we didn't have all those people. I't
all' worked out. W got rid of the building.

Q Well, you certainly live on a nice street. I've always |iked
Water Street..

A When we first came here the whole street was full of trees, but
they've all died out. There was a great big one there, over here
and aa big one in the back. Al the other side was full of trees.
It really was pretty. They nade an arch

Q | think [Boston?? can't understand the nane] nentioned to ne
that there used to be a store in her house. Was that goi ng when
you. . .
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A Yes, the other side of where she has the little tel evision

room But the store was way back in the 1800' s. Her house and

Et hel Schultonz were the only two on that side of the street. That

rﬁs a beach over there. It was just a little track where carts and
ing,...

Q But, all these houses were all here when you noved here then?

A Ch yes, they were all here. They're better than 100 years ol d.
We took that porch off of this house. W got two truck | oads of
oyster shells. Underneath. | guess it had made | and.

Q You said the porch on this house was not ori gi nal

A No. This was the kitchen out here and it had two front doors.
If soneone cane to this one, |I'd say they were |iving next door.
They'd go to this door | had to explain a little better than that.
There were two doors and we had that one taken out and a w ndow put
In. But this was a porch all across the front. It had great big
scallops, a very fancy thing. So | said to ny husband, let's take
that porch off there. It's a dust catcher in the sumertine, and
snow catcher in the wintertinme. So we got soneone to take it off.
When we noved here and bought this house, we paid $1,750.00 for it.

| t cost us nore t o put the heat in. When we first noved here,
before we put the heat in, it had on of those big things they
called a "Hea.trola". It was like a victrol a. It was a big

square,like a piece of furniture, big, but it wasn't
bl ack like a stove. It heated the whole house, fired by coal. Wen
my husband got sick with his heart attack, he couldn't lift the

coal, so |l didit. The next year, we put the heat in. | carried
nine ton of coal, and | said, "I can't do that!" That sumrer we got
the heat put it. But that thing did nake a nice warm ... al

upstairs. But it was a big thing, Coal buckets full of coal, but

it. would last all day and all night.

Q One question | would like to ask is, fromyour earliestt
recol | ections, what were the busi nesses you renenber?

A. W had the Fairbanks Meat Market where Shaw Bay is now. On this
side of it was M. Saul Kaplan's [I think] dry goods store. Then
there is Dr. Hope, where the Sailor is. Yes he lived there. Then
inthat little tiny building, there was a candy store. Next to
that, there was a milliner's shop. Two mai den | adi es made and sol d
hats. Next to that, the Packers, Jew sh people, had aa store where
the St. Mchaels Hardware is [In 1996 this is now Bl ue Swan
Christnas Shop]. They had a dry goods store .and lived in the back.

Q That building |ooks like it's changed quite a. bit. Then you
go across the little alley way...
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A Across the alley ... In and out of there, there were a | ot of
different things. Wwen | went to school, there was a grocery store
there. Then cane the parsonage to the Methodi st Church. Then the
church, then ai little store where the Hodge Podge is.

Q You nentioned the parsonage for the Methodist Church. That's
no |l onger there. There's a parking |ot. When did that disappear?

A Onh, | guess about 20 years ago. A frane building, and they said
it got so bad, and they needed parking space too. And they wanted
to buy the building on the corner, but Fox's store bought that.
They were going to buy the whole thing and make it into a parking
| ot. They renodel ed the church a ot since then. Then there was
alittle store, a man naned Burns. Used to go up about four or
five steps to a little store right there. That's an anti que pl ace
or sonething right there. Can you find it?

Q These maps are a little bit older. There was anot her Mt hodi st
Church farther down that had a parsonage.

A, Yes. Down here. That's what they called a Southern Mthodi st.
This was a Met hodi st Epi scopal, and this was a Sout hern Met hodi st.
It was right across fromLighty's [The Vill age Shoppel. Where the
l'i brary was.

Q The parsonage is still there, | understand, as a ..

A Yes, it's a store or a flower shop now. They've renpdel ed all
t hose houses and buildings in there.

Q Where Lighty's is now, there nust have been an ol der buil ding
t here.

A There was an old store there. That went up too, three or four

st eps. It looked like it was about to fall over. It was there
when | was a. tiny kid. They finally tore it down when sonebody el se
from the Marshall ... Charlie Spencer | think married Nornman

Marshal | ' s daughter and he built himthat store, and set himup in
busi ness. Then there was a big building on Lighty's parking |ot.
| don't think it was nmuch of anything. The man just built it. |
don't know what his intentions were. The sane nman that owned the

store. Wight was is name, Howard Wight. Well, | think one tine
they had a big room downstairs, and they had a ki ndergarten in
t here. He |lived upstairs, but | don't think it was ever any

busi ness or anyt hi ng.
Q What kind of business did M. Wight have?

A Grocery store. The floor was so old, you thought you were
goi ng through it.
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Q Com ng back up town across fromLighty's, there’ t hat house
on the corner

A That house was there. That's an ol d house. Years and years
ago, they tell nme, that was the farnmhouse when that was all farm
land. MIller, I think was the nane.

Q Yes, Dr. Mller's farm

A Then several doctors have been in there. Dr. dascot., Dr.
W son, several doctors had offices there. It's a shanme they tore
the end off. It had aa round end on it. But | guess she wanted to

rent it as apartnents. It had a little round room (one story) on
this end of it. Rta Reeser rented apartnments, and it didn't go
so good, so | guess they tore it off.

Q What are the ot her business you renmenber goi ng uptown on that
side of the road?

A Hope' s Hardware was there where the flower shop is. That was
a high step, too. Because he lived across the street, where difta
Hope lives now. At one tinme, when you cone on up, there was a
Chi nese |l aundry, Chinanmen. | can hear himnow, when | went in with
my nother, "No tickee, no shirtee.” The St. M chael s Bank was on
the corner where the gift shop is.

Q Oh, you nean the brick building.

A And it was in another little building here in town before that.
Wiere the Maryl and National Bank is, that was a residence.

Q Do you renenber... did they put those pillars on ... Do you
renenber when they put those pillars on the front of that buil ding?

A. Oh, yes, That was a lovely old hone. Years ago, people naned

Theirs [spelling??} lived there, then Dr. Lied [??] he was a.
dentist, and then Dr. WI son bought it fromhim He lived there
a long tinme until he died. The daughter lived there for a while,

and then I think they finally sold it to Maryl and National Bank.
Q Then we get to the post office.

A That wasn't a post office. Peopl e nanmed Sepp [spel ling??]
lived there, and there was a building, another little barbershop
on the corner right where you turn in to the parking |ot of the
post offi ce. Robert Sepp. The dwelling was two story.

Q And t hat di sappeared when they built the post office?
A Yes. Do you know Dorothy Wales ... Jinmy Wales? Well, that's

where Dorothy |ived. She lived there until she got nmarried, |
guess. Chri st Church was al ways there.



page 9
0. This was probably way before your time, but |'mtal ki ng about

the hitching posts that used to be along... [This side of the tape
runs out md sentence. Side 2 begins with Ms. Hubbard:]

A Al ways had a onr. CGuess it's 60 or 70 years.

8 ' wonder what happened to the horse trough that was around
ere.

A | don'"t know. Now they tal k about preserving 5t. M chaels,
they shoul d have | eft sonething Iike that! It could still have
water in it and everything. That would really have been an
anti que.

O | understand they took it out because it was in the middle of

the road, and they w dened the road,

A | understand that it was, but it seenms they could have don( ---
sonething to nove it bank

Q Soneone told me the punp had sonme kind of silver decoration on
the top, a horse's head or sonething |ike that.

A. | don't know, but | suppose it did. It was nice for the horses,
and | suppose a |l ot of people got a drink out of that. Punp the
punmp and get a dri nk.

Q They had a cup attached.

A Then, we used to have a man that went around at night and
lighted all these kerosene |ights.

o} Someone was tal king about that, possibly Lena Fairbanks.

A Probably so, |I'm sure she renenbers tbat.

Q She renenbers waiting for him

A | suppose so. He'd go all around tnwn. O course, the side
streets didn't have nany, naybe one or two. It was nostly the nain
street, Tal bot Street. It was a quaint little town.

Conti nuing on the street, to where the St. M chael s Bunk now
| know there was a |large three storey brick building there,

A, Yes, took the whole top off. And right next to that, in the
sane building, an old lady had a little grocery store, Mss Adie
Borri son,

Q Was the store, the grocery part of it,as you're looking at it
on Tal bot Street, was it to the left?
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A If you .' re facing the bank, say, it was on the |left of the bank
and there was just a. little narrow place. It was |ong, she |lived
in the back. There was a house there, too.

Q In the large brick building, there was a. business there, too.

A There was a furniture store there, then there was a dry goods
store there. Peopl e named Kl ein. Peopl e from Easton had the
4eme|r store. He narried a Klein. They have a jewelry store across

romthe courthouse.  shearer. He married the Kl ein's daughter.

Now this man , Shearer's father, married Hattie Kl ein. And her
father was the one that had the store there. This is going back
a coupl e of generations.

Q I think the blacksmth shop was near there, too.

A Oh, in the back. In the back, where the parish house is. |
renenber ny father taking the horses there to get them shoed.
wonder if anyone does that anynore. Ti nes have changed, haven't
t hey?

Q For the better or not?

A Well, there's a lot of things around town here that aren't for
t he better

Q Well, going up the road.
A \here the bank just took that part in.... there wa.s a drug store
t here. There was the house, a dwelling, and the drugstore were

ri ght together.

Q Yes, | can see it on the map. W're getting close to where the
hardware store is.

A Yes, now, but that used to be a candy kitchen. Used to nake al

kinds of taffy. They made ice cream like an ice cream parl or.
The owners were Greeks, and | can't renenber their nanes. VWher e
Hope's is now. And that house that sits back next to it, as far

as | know it's always been there for years and years. Wen | was
a kid, people naned Tidings lived there.

Q Then there's anot her house. ..

The next one would be the M. rshails.

A
Q Then we're coming up to ...
A

The next woul d be a hardware store again. Peopl e naned
Harri son, Tommy Harrison, had a hardware store in there. Four or
five steps you had to go up. Al these buil di ngs had steps.
don't know why they built them up so high.
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Q Now this is not on the large building on the corner, is it?

A Well, it's the same building, the three story, but they've

renmodel ed it, of course. There was al ways aa hardware. store on the
first floor,

Q Soneone told ne there was a general store above the hardware
store.

A Not when the hardware store was there. Later on there was a
man naned Denson had a dry goods store, all kinds of clothes and

everyt hi ng. There was aa little place on the corner where they
printed the COVET, the newspaper.

Q Yes, we have a few copies at the nuseum In that sane buil di ng
they printed it?

A Yes, sane building, but just inalittle part of it toward the
al l ey.

Q | al ways wonder ed what happened to the printing presses.
A | don't know. Then, later on, last 25 or 30 years, there was
ano[Per little paper here in town. | guess they called that the

Q_ Yes, the COMET has been around for a while, just under
different ownerships. Then, across the alley, Carpenter Street...

A That was aa bank
Under neat h, the tel egraph, phone operator...
Phone operator was upstairs.

I've heard a | ot of funny stories about that.

> O > ©O

They only had one operator at a tine, and she knew everybody's
business in town. You didn't need a. nunber. You'd just say, "l'd
like to speak to so and so", and she'd connect you. She was there
for years and years. Then, what was next to the bank, was the post

of fice, where the restaurant i s now.

Q The interior, the wooden boxes, counters and panels were given
to us and are in storage.

A | guess when they built the other postoffice, they gave new
boxes. Then they tell nme that it used to be across the street from
that too, but | don't renenber.

Q. Yes, the post noved quite aa bit.
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A Quite a bit... There use to be a doctor's office across the
street, t00. Rjight where the Christmas Shop is [in 1996, this is
Yesteryear's Restaurant], e lived there. The house and t he
office all went together. Dr. Davis.

Q There were a | ot of docto s

A Qiite a few Didn't hav themall at one tinme, but aa |ot of
di fferent ones.

Q How about the little building, gift shop, that's next to the
Carpenter Street Restaurant?

A That. used to be a. mlliner's shop. A |lady naned Levin. \Wen
the post office was there, she was right next door. After that,
it was real estate, insurance office. It's been several things.

Q Then we cone to the..

A The hotel where the town hall is now It wasn't too big, but
she used to board sone of the school teachers. | think you could
board for $4.00 or $5.00 a week. She served good neals. In those
days, travelling sal esmen would cone into town, probably have a
horse and carri age. And there wa.s a livery stable across the
street, not where the ACVME is, but where the parking lot is. The
stabl e man kept horses, and you rent a horse and a carriage and
drive out for the day or something.

Q Do you renenber that livery stable? Was it quite a | arge
bui |l di ng? And fronted right on Tal bot Street?

A Yes. It was |arge and was right on Tal bot Street. O course
the streets weren't as wide as they are now And it went back
quite a. ways. They used to have a |l ot of horses. | renenber that

when we would drive into school, ny two sisters and nysel f, we
woul d | eave our horse up there. Then after school, we'd gear him
up to the carriage and go on honme. If kids had that to do today,
they'd have a fit. But, they were the good old days, | guess.

Q If we |l eave the town office, there's a |lot there now But |
t hink there was a house.

A Two houses.
Q Then they built that new buil di ng [ Bl eacher s?]

A There were two houses there. | think one of them burned. And
then they tore them down. And the Wonen's C ub used to be up
there. The Worren's Club was right next to the hotel

Q That next building which is now a shop was a residence. Were
Shaw Bay used to be.
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A That was a dwel i ng where M ss Norna Marshall lived. She |ived
there for a long tine. Wien she died, they opened that store. And
right next to that was where Dr. Lockey [I think]had the office on
the corner, and dentist..  And he |ived where ... Blue Heron Realty
| the G ngerbread House]. The ice cream pl ace used to be his
office. It's kind of cozy. | said to ny husband one day, "Harry,
let's go in there and have | unch". They don't serve too nuch
lunch.  The old tin ceiling was there Dr. Lockey was there. That
was the first place | ever went to the denti st.

Q Then we cross Cherry Street.

A On that corner, M. Curt Sewell had a grocery store, and he
lived there too. [This is now the Broken Rudder store]

Q Maybe you know, speaking of Curtis Sewell, there were sone
Sewells living in town until recently. Is that the sane Sewel |

fam|ly?

A Well, there's one still over on Miulberry Street. He was the
grandson of, not Tommy Sewell because he was never narri ed,

but ... can't think of it. But the Sewells have always lived in the

Mul berry Streett house for as long as | can renenber. The third
house ug on Miul berry. That's the grandson of the nman who owned it.
e

Val ter wel | . He was a brother of Thonas.
Q How about between there and MI| Street, or the nuseum street?
A There used to be a big house there, and the nan was a boat

bui | der. M. Jones. He had a little place in the back where he
built small boats, but he had a place over here where the hotel is
where he built big boats.

Q He had a little railway there.

A Yes. Good sized house there. | don't know why they tore it
down, There have been several things there... flower shop, plants.
After M. Jones died. Hs wife was a dress maker. Fromthere on
down, it was all col ored people.

I"m surprised. Because where M. Jewet it |ives, it's quite a.
substantial house, the house with the green shades.
A A lady used to live there, and she used to keep boarders.
Ms...

Q Was it a. Hanbl eton?

A. | forgot her nanme. | think she always had an extra roomor two
i f soneone cane in for the night, she could take them

Q You mentioned M. Jones, the boat buil der. Were there any
ot her boat builders that were active that you first renmenber?
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A | don'x remenber any.
Q | know Robert Lanbden..
A Used to build over here where Buster .... or Apple's place.

NFybe it was over here at Buster's place. They built boats at both
pl ace=.

Q Yes, was he still alive when you..
A No.
Q Lena Fa.irbank can just barely renenber.

A She woul d renenber better than | woul d because she was right
here in town.

Q You m ght renenber the filnmng of "The First Kiss."

A. Ch, yes, 1928! | was married in 1928. We saw sone of the
filmng. Renenber, ny husband was in the dry cl eani ng busi ness,

and Faye Ray fell overboard. She was trying to row this boat, she
didn't know anyt hi ng about rowi ng a boat. She canme up to ny
husband' s pl ace, they said she had to get other clothes. So they
put sonet hing on her, took her clothes, dry cl eaned them out, put

on other clothes and started the filnmng all over again Cots of
| aught er ] Then they tied a rope on the boat, which wasn't in the
film And they pulled the boat, but she nade out she was row ng

it. | saw the filmafter it cane out. | saw this one they nade
last fall, too. Clara's Heart. It was sad, but real good. Wth
Whoopi . She's very good. Good views of Perry Cabin. | really

don't renenber nuch about "the First Kiss", but when it cane here,
| think everybody went to see it.

Q Did you ever go aboard the floating theatre when it canme here?

A. Ch, ny, yes! Used to cone in here where the Town Dock is [now
the St. M chaels Crab House] and used to stay here a week. Cane
on a Friday and stayed until the next weekend. Everybody went to
that, you know. It was the only entertai nnent we had except for
the novie. Where we had novies was right next to the drug store.
Five cents to go in and five cents for a big bag of peanuts. W
didn't have popcorn.

Q Was this the Mrada. Theate.

A Yes. Later they builtt a bigger one where the Acnme is, but the
first one was right next to the drug store. dd wooden buil di ng.
The old Town Hall was a part of it, but it was just a snall place.
| don't think they ever cleaned up the peanut hulls fromweek to
t he other. Wien you went in, you crunched over these peanut hulls.

And M ss Lena Fairbank played the piano. That was a treat to go
to the novies.
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Q  What about the floating theater?

A On, itt was good. | guess you wouldn'tt call it. good nowadays,
but it was good. | guess you'd say those were the good ol d days.

Q Yes, and sonetimes they weren't always so good.

A Yes, nothing was done easy. You didn't have anything easy to
wor k wi t'h. Nowadays, you get a neal and just press a button. |
remenber ny nother used to have to dress a chicken, and we al ways
used to have a ham

Q I'"m sure renmenber the | ovely house with the wi ndows where
Longfell ows [ Town Dock restaurant] is now.

A Oh, yes. Senator Dodson lived in that one when he cane here.
Then M. MEuckl ey[ 7] lived there. Then they noved away, to
Florida with their daughter. He di ed when they were down there.
She cane back and got an apartnent in this house over here, and
she used to cone over here quite often. She cane from Connecti cut,
I knew her ever since she came here. And she said to nme, "Ruth,
l think 1'mgoing to buy nyself a car. | can't get around wi thout
a car." O course, he always had a car, and | told her, "I think
you should." sShe said the man was coning down to denonstrate it
to her. | asked if she knew how to drive and she said she did,
although it had been a long tinme. | said I'd go out with her to get
alittle experience. Bethene was her nane. She said, "I'11 let you
know how I nake out." He came down, she got in the car and dropped
dead. Too much excitenent for her | guess. | don't know. A
| ovel y person. Her daughter is still in Florida.

Q Did you ever go in the house?

A Ch, yes. She had an apartnent upstairs, with one of these
chairs put in because she couldn't wal k upstairs very good. There
wer e about three apartnents over there. She had a big apartnent,

very nice overl ooking the river. OF course that all burned.
Probably 10 or 12 years ago. The Longfell ow was there. A nan and
wi fe and they had two chil dren. It was early norning, 4 or 5
o'clock, a terrible blizzard. | |ooked out the front w ndow and al

| could see was this awful blaze. They nmanaged to get out. It was
right after New Year's, | think it was, and they had fires in these
fireplaces. They said the bricks were cracked and the sparks got
out. They had two fireplaces. The house had all these English
boxwood gardens and flowers. It was beautiful. Everybody was sad
to see that go. It had crepe nyrtles a.ll down the side of the
street. | guess that's what you call progress.
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Q Fire, |I think was a very common hazard.

A Ch, terrible. One of the worst. Excuse ne, | think Teddy
wants to go out.

Q Sure. We're al nost done here.

M. Hubbard | ets Teddy out of the house.

Transcri bed by Molly Gayl ord, March 1996

Not e: | have used brackets [] to indicate words | cannot
understand and to update current business |locations on the sites
M's. Hubbard nentions in the intervie*.
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